The Ganaraska News
Linking all clubs of the Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association Inc.
SPRING SUMMER 2022 (May 1 to August 31, 2022)
Key Info for Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association Members
Spring is here! Abbreviated hike schedules to August 30 for most clubs are included in this newsletter, please
see your local club’s communications for more details. Enjoy the warmer weather, the beautiful world of nature,
and stay safe!

The New and Improved Trail Guide
By Frieda Baldwin, President

This is very exciting news! History in the making! The Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association Inc. is extremely pleased
to announce the launch of a new Trail Guide that will complement our Ondago mobile app maps of our beloved
Ganaraska Hiking Trail. The last edition of our hard copy trail maps was in 2013 and included only some minor
revisions of the original 2006 edition.
Our new maps offer much more detail and are a far cry from what used to be just a “red line on a map”. A lot of
effort has gone into the production of these new maps, and we are very pleased with the outcome.

Our new Trail Guide, with downloadable and printable maps and trail descriptions, has now been posted on our
http://www.ganaraska-hiking-trail.org/ website. You might remember that early in the project (December 2020)
a survey was sent out to Ganaraska and other hiking group members asking questions about what they wanted

to see in the new ‘Guidebook’. The key points in the feedback that were used to steer the work in this project
were:
1. Maintain the format of providing maps accompanied by a detailed trail description (similar to the 2013
Guidebook).
2. Provide hikers with the option of either a printed map or a mobile device map application.
3. Make sure the maps had sufficient detail to be useable as a navigation tool in the field (sufficient contour
detail, road and building detail, compass angle of declination detail, etc.).
Internally we also decided that we no longer wanted to inventory map books, and ship them as required, so we
opted for FREE downloadable/printable maps. In additional, all the key points of feedback from the survey were
implemented, and our new Trail Guide combined with our Ondago mobile device app provides hikers of the
Ganaraska Hiking Trail with the information they need, in whichever format they choose, to learn about and
enjoy the approx. 500 km long Ganaraska Hiking Trail from end to end.
The new Trail Guide maps consist of a series of 33 maps plus an index map, as well as written Trail Descriptions
(with latitude and longitude coordinates) of each of the 9 club sections of the Ganaraska Hiking Trail. All maps
and descriptions can be downloaded for free and are printable. Our website also contains information on how
to navigate the trail and the maps.
We were very pleased with the work of our cartographer, Lyle Wood of Barrie (wood_lyle@hotmail.com) and
my personal thanks go to Stan Muldoon, John Sloan, Gary Norton, Steve Broomfield, Heather Briant and a
number of other people that have been involved in the making of this new Trail Guide.
Happy hiking!
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By Frieda Baldwin
In the past few years, we have enjoyed fantastic growth in the organization, on various levels:
Our financial situation is good. Your membership fees and donations are much appreciated.
(Membership is down as compared to last year where we saw substantial increases. This normalizing is
likely due to more other activities opening up after COVID).
Volunteers are contributing for trail maintenance, hike leading or with projects.
We have a new Trail Guide, revamped website, new membership brochure, and are documenting our
GHTA policies and Job Descriptions.
Over the last few years, I have personally enjoyed working with the GHTA Executive Team who have put in
considerable time and effort to try to cope with the COVID
down, so I am hoping that by the time you read this, that we will have found a replacement for John Sloan
(Trail/Landowner Relations Director), Carol Strickland (Secretary) and Sharon Striegl (Vice President). I am
extremely thankful and appreciative of their commitment and contributions over the past few years and look
forward to working with the new members on the GHTA Executive.
We are also making significant investment in our volunteer resources. As such, we have recently organized not
just one but two Certified Hike Leader courses (offered by Hike Ontario), as well as an Emergency First Aid
course. Our new training coordinator (Mary Skinner) has also set up a tracking system for recertifications. (First
Aid = 3 years, Hike Leader = 5 years). Members should be reminded that GHTA also offers a reimbursement of
course fees if anyone is interested in taking a hiking related course.
Our www.ganaraska-hiking-trail.org website home page has a new look as well, with some key links (and photos)
to our more frequented pages. We have also set up a photo gallery for each club. Heather Briant (Newsletter
Editor and Web Content Manager) welcomes any additional photos.

Descriptions can now be downloaded from the Ganaraska Hiking Trail website by users. Initial feedback from
hikers has been very positive.
GHTA now also has 2 new committees:
Risk Management Committee is looking at simplifying and updating our 2012 Risk Management Protocol
and the 1994 Trail Maintenance Standards (to allow man-made structures, such as bridges)
Indigenous Engagement Committee is doing research on education opportunities on indigenous culture
along the trail.
Looking forward, I still have some items on my to-do list:
The new Not-For-Profit Act requires that all charitable organizations, like GHTA, revisit their by-laws by 2024.
If anyone is interested, we could use some help.
There are some new trail developments in the Midland area, which may
the Midland and Tiny sections.
Happy Hiking!
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GHTA Inc. Volunteer of the Year Award 2022
Presented to - Stan Muldoon
Some people just keep on giving – and this year we are going to
recognize Stan Muldoon for being one of those people in the
Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association, Inc.
Stan has been a member of the Pine Ridge Club for years, and
has served as its President and representative to the Board. As
well, he chaired the 50th Anniversary Celebration Committee –
and during that time he prepared and delivered a history of the
organization from its inception, bringing recognition for the
founding members. At the 50th Anniversary celebration, Stan
also delivered a workshop on stretching, much appreciated by
the attendees!
Stan joined the Executive as Vice President for a few years as well, and more recently has stepped up to Chair
the new Mapping Committee, as well as the Indigenous Engagement Committee.
Well done Stan – you are a great example to us all – and we want to show our appreciation by presenting you
with the Volunteer of the Year Award for 2022.

Trail Maintenance Award 2022
Presented to Wilderness Club
This year’s Trail Maintenance Award is being presented to the Wilderness Club, under the capable leadership of
President Rob Halupka, for their outstanding work to provide a floating bridge over Montgomery Creek. The
process took at least a year, with many club members involved with the project, helping in the planning, design,
partnering with Parks Ontario, pivoting when something didn’t work, and generally getting the job done!
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Installation was Aug. 26 under the guidance of the Ontario Parks team, and the bridge was in place until late
October, when as planned, it was removed for the season. It served the purpose beautifully, and was much
enjoyed by many hikers.
Without the bridge it was sometimes impossible to get across Montgomery Creek due to fluctuating water
levels, making this section of the trail occasionally unusable.
Well done, Wilderness Club. That will be a tough one to top!

COVID-19 Protocol and Tips - Effective March 11, 2022
–
–
–

Vaccines are no longer mandated;
Hikes are available to non-members, with the requirement that they complete the GHTA Inc. waiver
every time they hike.
COVID is still present and still a possible threat, albeit less life-threatening than 2 years ago – so if
someone is not well, it is expected that they will not attend a hike.

Supporting the Association
Did you know??? - that the Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association is a registered charitable organization (Charitable
Registration No 84744 7414 RR0001), and can issue tax receipts for donations over $25?
You can easily add a donation when renewing your membership or use the same membership form to submit a
donation at other times of the year. Or, you can mail a cheque to the Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association Inc.,
P.O. Box 693, Orillia, ON L3V 6K7. Tax receipts are mailed to donors before February 28 the following year.

Feature Article – Wilderness Hiking
By Jacquie Van Dyke

Wilderness hiking, two hours outside Toronto? Absolutely! In Central Ontario, is the Wilderness Section, a
portion of the 550 km Ganaraska Hiking Trail. Over 70 km of the Ganaraska Wilderness Section of the Trail
traverses the rugged Queen Elizabeth II Wildlands Provincial Park (QEII).
QEII is a roadless bounty of wetlands and granitoid rock barrens, and one of the largest and least disturbed
natural areas in Central Ontario. Over 30,000 hectares, it is host to significant animal and plant species, including
the Five-Lined Skink (Ontario’s only lizard), Spotted Turtle, Eastern Hognose Snake, New England and Hayden’s
Sedge, and eight species of carnivorous plants. The many rock ridges and barrens separate small lakes, streams,
and rivers. Beaver dams abound and periodically alter the topography, contributing to the rugged and
challenging hiking trails.
The Ganaraska Wilderness Club (GWC), the provincial park staff, and the park itself provide countless
opportunities for education and recreation. QEll staff, such as the park biologist or the steward, can often be
seen educating visitors about the flora and fauna close to the hiking trail. GWC members are eagerly waiting for
the access road to the Victoria Falls trail head to open on May 15 after the spring flooding to install the seasonal
foot crossing near the mouth of Montgomery Creek. Until then, hikers can either wade across the creek or cross
on the fallen tree (aka, the “Four Brothers”) that spans the creek, about 250 metres upstream from the private
bridge.
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You can explore QEII throughout the year
independently or as part of a group led by an
experienced leader from the GWC. GWC led hikes
include: Guided day hikes, multi-day backpacking
trips, off-trail exploratory hikes, and maintenance
hikes. All explore the forests, rock barrens, vistas, and
viewpoints overlooking the highlands at the east end
of the park. Duration and length of each hike is
dependent on trail and weather conditions. GWC hike
leaders and hikers alike are affectionately referred to
as “Wild Things”, in part for their respect and
appreciation of the beauty and ruggedness of the
Wilderness Section/QEII.
Come out and join the growing number of hikers to
QEII and the Wilderness Club! Visiting hikers need to
be prepared to use appropriate route finding and
safety practices as interior travel beyond access points
require complex navigation. Cellular reception is
sparse and cannot be relied upon. As long as visitors
are well prepared, they can hike, snowshoe, and
backcountry camp on designated sites. GWC hiking
events
can
be
found
at
facebook.com/GHTAwilderness.

Trail and Landowner Relations Director Report

By John Sloan, Director

Our new Trail Guide is launched!
Frieda’s article about the Trail Guide in this newsletter
provides more detail, but there are a couple of
additional items you might find interesting.
While we worked with an outside cartographer to get the initial maps created for the Trail Guide, our agreement
with the cartographer includes providing training on the system tools and processes needed for us to keep the
maps current on an ongoing basis. More about this in the future when the schedule and update process are
more defined.
An interesting and related side project was working with Fanshaw College, using the information we were
collecting and organizing for the Trail Guide, on the creation of an overall map that could be used as promotional
material for the trail. This provided a great learning experience about project management and map building for
a team of students (at no cost to the GHTA). The semester ended before all of our requirements could be
implemented, but what they produced is quite good and is ours to use if we chose to further develop the map.
We are changing the way our Ondago maps appear in the Ondago on-line map catalog! Multiple users have told
us that the way our maps are named in the Ondago catalog, and the fact we have combined trail sections in a
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couple of the maps, can make it sometimes difficult to find the particular map they are looking for. So, we are
working with Ondago making a change to our map names in their catalog as follows.
Current Ondago Catalog for Ganaraska trail sections:
Ganaraska (0 of 8) - End-to-End
Ganaraska (1 of 8) - Pine Ridge
Ganaraska (2 of 8) – Kawartha
Ganaraska (3 of 8) - Wilderness
Ganaraska (4 of 8) - Orillia
Ganaraska (5 of 8) - Barrie
Ganaraska (6 of 8) - Mad River
Ganaraska (7 of 8) - Wasaga Beach , Tiny
Ganaraska (8 of 8) - Oro-Medonte, Midland
We will remove the End-to-End map (not needed on the mobile app), give each section their own map, and
shorten the names to make them easier to find. The end result will look like this in the Ondago catalog.
New Ondago Catalog for Ganaraska trail sections:
Ganaraska - Barrie
Ganaraska - Kawartha
Ganaraska - Mad River
Ganaraska - Midland
Ganaraska - Orillia
Ganaraska - Oro-Medonte
Ganaraska - Pine Ridge
Ganaraska - Tiny
Ganaraska - Wasaga Beach
Ganaraska - Wilderness
This change will happen in the near future (perhaps by the time your receive this newsletter). A Change Notice
will be posted in the News section of our webpage when the new catalog is implemented. Your current Ondago
downloads will continue to work.
We have formed a Risk Management Committee since the last newsletter!
Our new Risk Management Committee has met a few times and lots of things are in motion. We are using the
Hike Ontario “Key Elements of Risk Management” document to steer our activities. This document lists the
following areas as critical for a complete and comprehensive Risk Management policy.
!

Trail building and maintenance guidelines

!

Trail signage and marking

!

Training hike leaders, trail workers and other volunteers

!

Incident and accident reports

!

Insurance GLI and D&O

!

GHTA budgeting

!

Collaboration with land owners, private and public

!

Land owner agreements
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!

Waiver of liability

!

Trail auditing

The committee has defined the following goals.
!

Updated GHTA Risk Management Protocol

!

Updated GHTA Trail Guidelines

!

Updated working documents (trail inspection reports, incident reports, waivers, attendance lists, etc.) as
required to support the goals of the Risk Management and Trail Maintenance Guidelines.

!

A management system to ensure continued relevance, use and compliance of supporting policies and
procedures.

!

Reports to the GHTA Executive Team and Board of Directors as needed.

!

Ongoing reviews and monitoring of all relevant documents, policies and procedures.

One way to summarize the Risk Committee work is to say we will properly document what we need to do to
mitigate and manage risk for both hikers and the Association and then we will establish the policies and
procedures to ensure we are doing it. Thanks to Frieda Baldwin, Fern Splichal and Bill Zeran for all the time and
energy they are putting into this.

Hine’s Emerald Dragonfly
By John Sloan

Did you know that our trail through the Minesing Wetlands goes through an area that is the only known breeding
ground in Canada for the Hine’s emerald dragonfly? The Barrie trail section south of Baldwick Lane goes through
the Minesing Wetlands on property owned by the Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC). The NCC acquired this
property, known as Baldwick Bluffs, in 2020 (the GHTA made a contribution to the funding for this acquisition).
The Baldwick Bluff property serves as 33 hectares (81 acres) of habitat for Hine’s emerald. In 2011, the
Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada designated the Hine’s emerald as endangered.
The NCC remains supportive of our trail through the property, however in April we will do some work together
to review the routing of our trail and ensure minimal impact on the Hine’s emerald dragonfly. If there are any
changes to the trail from this joint work they will be announced in our Trail Changes section of the GHTA website
and reflected in both our Ondago app and our new Trail Guide. For now, NCC just asks that we stay on the
existing trail and avoid any off-trail hiking through the area. For anyone interested in learning more about the
Hine’s emerald dragonfly, the NCC provided us with the following links to related articles on their website.
https://www.natureconservancy.ca/en/what-we-do/resource-centre/featured-species/insects-andspiders/hines-emerald.html
https://www.natureconservancy.ca/en/blog/archive/emerald-in-the-rough.html#.YjhkF-rMKHs
https://www.natureconservancy.ca/en/blog/archive/emerald-city.html#.YjhkZurMKHs
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CLUB REPORTS
Barrie

By Liz Erwin, President and John Sloan/Sue Lee, Directors
This winter season provided hikers with opportunities to
snowshoe on the trails due to the amount of snow fall.
There were some hikes that unfortunately had to be
cancelled due to weather conditions but for the most part
we had a full season of snowshoeing. Our Sunday hikes
have continued with more and more hikers attending due
to restrictions that have been lifted. As the weather
improves with warmer temperatures, we will look forward
to venturing out to trails a little further away.
At a recent hike leader meeting, we have decided to now
include shorter hikes on Wednesday mornings. These
hikes will be listed in the Newsletter and on the website
calendar. This will provide an opportunity to hikers who would like to hike but prefer a shorter length of time.
At the meeting we also decided to offer Barrie section end to end hikes which will be scheduled in the newsletter
and on the website calendar.
Our new leaders recruited in the fall were a wonderful addition to the leader group and allowed us to continue
to schedule hikes on Sundays throughout the winter season. However, we will as a Club continue to recruit new
leaders. Many thanks go out to all the leaders we currently have for providing hiking opportunities to members.
As warmer weather approaches, trail maintenance will begin to ensure the trails are in good shape. There will
be some changes made to a couple of trails going forward, and this information will be sent out when the
changes are approved and completed.
Thank you to all our members for their support over the last two years. I would also like to thank all our hike
leaders, our members maintaining our trails, and our Directors Sue Lee and John Sloan.

10

The Ganaraska News

Kawartha
By Eveline Stout
The pandemic hasn’t stopped our members from getting
out and enjoying the outdoors.
Some members have formed smaller groups to hike and
snowshoe in. But we’ve missed the chatting and
socializing that is so much a part of who we are.
Numbers of hikers are back to pre-pandemic levels, so
it’s safe to say we are happy and grateful that we are now
able to hike together again.
Some of us have been hiking on other sections of the
Ganaraska Hiking Trail, following the blazes that guide us
along our very own trail. Many thanks to all volunteers
for maintaining and blazing the trail. You have found
some very creative ways of placing blazes!
Other than hiking and snow shoeing when permitted,
there has been little activity since our fall report. So - I
will take this space to give a shout-out of thanks and
appreciation to…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Richard Raper and Janice Brown, for keeping the hikes going in a safe manner during the ups and downs
of closing, opening, closing, re-opening…repeat.
Fred Kooy, our outgoing president, for his 5 years of service to our club, both as VP and president.
Rob Pope, who after maintaining our group e-mail list for many years, is retiring from that role.
George Boyd, who has volunteered to be on the GHTA committee that is developing an online Trail
Guide. This guide will replace the 2013 printed version and the Ondago app.
Pat Poch and Karen Kooy, who are retiring after 6 years as our Social Conveners.
Peter Zvaigzne, who is setting up a Kawartha Facebook page for us. We will now have a social presence
like all the other GHTA Chapters. Stay tuned.
Last, but never least… our amazing hike leaders, without whom there would be no hikes.

An in-person Kawartha Club AGM will be held outside on June 15th.
As we do not hike in July and August, our last scheduled hike of the season will be June 29th.
See you in September!
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Mad River
By Sharon Striegl, President
Winter took its time to arrive this year, but once it did, we
were able to get out and enjoy. We kicked off the New Year
with a hike and potluck which was a great gathering with
club members and the food was delicious. Moonlight hikes
were also coordinated and even though one of those nights
was a bit "fresh", just being out there and seeing that crisp
full moon was fantastic! We were all bundled up so much,
we looked a bit like the Michelin Man.
We also had night
X-country skiing where members came out and enjoyed the
lit trails at Highlands Nordic.
To kick off the spring hiking season, Mad River will run an
E2E. Looking forward to Simcoe County opening up the
abandoned rail line from Stayner to Angus in the upcoming
future. Of course, we have our regular trail maintenance to
do which hopefully, will be easier than it has been in the
past. Our hiking schedule will be light for the
spring/summer months, but we will be enjoying our pop-up
hikes, biking and kayaking as the season moves on.
Happy hiking everyone!

Midland

By Marc Vallee, President
Hello all, as the old saying goes, all good things must come to
an end. I have enjoyed a good run, 30 years at the helm of this
wonderful club with many fond memories. I think this is a good
time for me to step down as our club is strong with over 120
members. My successor will be chosen at our next meeting, if
COVID restrictions can be lifted and hopefully more new
volunteers can step forward to make the club run smoothly. I
will remain as an advisor in the short term and still lead the
occasional hike.
W e have had a pretty good snowshoe season so far, only
canceling a few events due to COVID or bad weather. Spring is
just around the corner as restrictions continue to lift hopefully
this time we can finally kick COVID to the curb and get our lives
back to some kind of normalcy. We are looking into connecting the loop between the Midland\Penetang area,
it’s been on the back burner for a long time. We may finally be making some headway in this department and,
if so, we will concentrate our trail maintenance in this area. Our schedule for the summer is slowly coming
together as are all schedules, but it always seems to come together in the end.
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In closing, I hope I can influence our upcoming volunteers to take on the challenge of getting involved in
the operations of our club. It is very rewarding, all contributions have value no matter how small. You
don't know how capable you are till you try.

Orillia

By Carol Strickland, President
Club hike attendance has continued, though in subdued numbers, with regular 3 hikes per week. Paul has
developed some more ribboned trails for the snowshoers, and we are pretty lucky to have such magnificent
Simcoe County Forests in our immediate area. We feel that we had more snowshoes this year than in many
years as the weather seemed to call for it. Enthusiasm continues for including picnics in the woods even though
we have to keep it brief with the cold. At least we didn’t have to wear masks as we proceeded to “the table”.

Our Christmas Lights walk was a hit again this year with even a night-time market complete with decorations.
Not much else to report – hike/sleep; hike/sleep. Repeat.

Oro-Medonte

By Christine Cornu, President
We asked for help to clear the trail and paint blazes on a small part of our trail where extensive lumbering had
taken place over the summer and early fall. Can you actually say that there were too many people to help!!!!
Wash my mouth with soap! We had a great group ready to work clearing the trail, cutting, sawing, painting and
at one point using a chain saw. We were done in no time - it was so good to get this task done. Thank you to
all who showed up to help.
This spring we will have to ask these same people to come out again to help, and hopefully some of our new
members will come out too. Once again there will be lots of work to do. Trail maintenance days will be
Wednesday, May 25 (May 26 rain date) and Wednesday, June 1 (June 2 rain date).
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The winter season has been a good one especially since there were not quite so many COVID rules. Our turnout
for all events has been very good. Only one cancellation because of the weather.
We have had an in-person meeting with the leaders but have not had a general meeting. We would like to have
a general meeting but are still hesitant at this time because of the pandemic.

Some of our hike leaders have taken the Hike Leader Course and the First Aid Course. We have a great spring
hiking schedule planned. Our club does not hike in July and August but we look forward to seeing everyone
again in September.
Be happy . . . . hike!

Pine Ridge
By Jay Sherwin, President
I come from haunts of coot and hern
I make a sudden sally
I dazzle out among the fern
To bicker down a valley
This verse from the poem, The Brook by Alfred Tennyson reminds hikers of the pleasures of a springtime foray
into the countryside. The heavy snowfall of the past winter should keep our landscapes and valleys filled with
the bicker of babbling brooks and creeks, much to the delight of the passing hiker.
Hikers with the PRHC will have ample opportunities to enjoy the local countryside as hikes of varying length will
be offered on Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays each week throughout April, May and June. Short evening
hikes in Cobourg or Port Hope will be offered every second week through July and August.
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Travel restrictions and a number of new and enthusiastic club members resulted in several fully booked hikes
during the winter. When outdoor gathering numbers were limited to 10, it was necessary occasionally to split
the group into 2 parties of less than 10 separated by a 10-minute gap. As outdoor gathering numbers were
increased, the number of those wishing to join a hike also increased. Numbers of up to 25 took part in some
hikes during March. Hikes that offered a short and long loop were especially popular. The heavy snowfall in
mid-January resulted in some difficult hiking on unmaintained road allowances that were not packed by skidoos.
However, the PRHC hikers are a hardy bunch and took on the challenge of tromping through unpacked snow
when required. Thanks to the PRHC Hike
Leaders who pre-hiked the trails and
provided updated information on trail
conditions prior to the hikes.
Despite PRHC members having limited
opportunities to hike abroad over the
past two years, the annual tradition of an
evening of Hike Talks continued in 2022.
Hikes completed in Iceland, Isle of Arran
in Scotland and the Italian Alps were
presented virtually by club members on
March 27.
Upcoming activities for the PRHC include a litter clean-up along a portion of the GHTA trail on Earth Day, joining
a Canada Day parade and a presentation of the photo exhibition “Through the Hiker’s Lens” at the Port Hope
Library in late November.

Wasaga Beach
By Irene Bell, Past President
The club continues to offer 3 hikes a week with a healthy number of members (17-20) joining the main hike on
Wednesdays. The Ambler Hike lead by Bill Crawford every week is a testament to how hiking can keep you fit
well into your 8th decade. Although this is positive news, the club continues to struggle with getting members to
step up and fill executive positions. We held an outdoor AGM at the Nordic Centre on Nov 24 2021.
There is no functioning executive at this time. Lorraine Van Vlymen has agreed to the position of interim
president and representative on the GHTA board. Jenny Schimmel has agreed to continue as treasurer. Hike
locations will be decided on a weekly basis by members and available leaders. Trail maintenance will continue
to be done by available members. Gloria Thompson has organized members to maintain the Main St Garden in
Wasaga Beach. The club will continue to be a presence in the town.
Many thanks to the wonderful members who journeyed with me over the past 8 years.

Wilderness

By Rob Halupka – President
Bears hibernate, but Wilderness hikers don't. Our six newest hike leaders have been active in putting their
talents to work over the winter. Carolyn Humphreys and Laura Dailly organized and led several snowshoeing
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excursions into QEII - including one memorable day when the thermometer plunged to -33 C. Neil Runnalls and
Dan Myall continued their popular End-to-End series of hikes for the Ganaraska Hiking Trail that will be extended
into 2022. Not to be outdone, Cara Oleksuik put her stamp on a new series of "Pub & Grub" hikes that also
featured the scenic trails of Haliburton County outside of QEII for a bit of variety. And grizzled veteran Glynn
Richardson scratched his exploratory itch by leading bushwhacking hikes into the far reaches of QEII.
With the resumption of hike leader and first aid
training in 2022, a handful of new Wilderness Club
members have signed up. Veteran hike leaders Jacquie
Van Dyke and Tanya Cora have generously stepped up
to share their wisdom and experience as Certified Hike
Leader (CHL) instructors ("Be helpful to others and you
too will be rewarded, Grasshopper"). We look forward
to having more qualified hike leaders join the ranks of
our current active roster of nine.
In 2022, we will resume re-blazing the High Falls loop
trail at the western end of QEII from white to blue to
complete the program that we started last year. Our
ambition for 2022 also includes organizing muchneeded trail maintenance for the remote middle
section of the Ganaraska Hiking Trail in QEII. The plan
involves hiring a float plane to fly two teams to an
interior lake to work their way back to the trailheads,
one westbound, the other eastbound. Details are
pending.
The floating bridge that has been hibernating on the banks of Montgomery Creek for the winter season will be
reinstalled after the re-opening of the seasonal Black River Road on May 15th. The Wilderness Club will put out
the call for volunteers to assist Ontario Parks staff when a work date has been fixed.
It has become apparent that there is considerable interest in GHTA members wanting to complete the "crossover" hike across the rugged interior of QEII, especially since it is a mandatory component for completing Endto-End qualification. The degree of difficulty should not to be underestimated, and we strongly urge first-timers
to hike the cross-over only with the guidance of an experienced hike leader for safety considerations.
Accordingly, we will be looking into organizing guided cross-over hikes this year, and we will advise GHTA
members of developments in due course (warm weather and biting insects are key factors in this endeavour).
The Wilderness Club's Annual Meeting was held on March 23rd, and I'm delighted to report that a solid executive
team is in place for 2022. Returning team members include myself as El Presidente, Carolyn Humphreys
as VP and Laura Dailly as Hike Coordinator. A big thank you is owed to Neil Runnalls for his contribution as Trail
Director in 2021. We have decided to split the role into two to make the work more manageable, and Cara
Oleksuik has kindly thrown her hat into the ring to serve as Trail Boss East. Meanwhile, the search continues
for Trail Boss West (any volunteers?). With our nine active and fully qualified hike leaders, we are now able to
offer our members a comprehensive hike program with variety and creativity thrown into the mix.
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SLOVENIJA
July 15 to 25, 2022
Slovenija is where the Alps meet the Mediterranean and is a
country of amazingly unspoiled beauty.
Our program includes hikes behind the thundering Slap
Pericnik waterfall, through Vintgar Gorge gushing with white
water, on the slopes of & Mt. Triglav, and around the glacierfed Lake Bohinj. Home base for the entire holiday will be the
fairy-tale setting of Bled. Dates specifically chosen to catch
the Bled Days Festival, when organizers launch 15,000
candles in egg shells onto Lake Bled,
illuminating the whole lake!

KENYA WALKING SAFARI
September 11 to 23, 2022
drive through Kenya hike it too!
Imagine encountering herds of zebras, giraffes and gazelles
right on your path! Travel to 3 different parts of the country,
take in incredible sunsets over the savannah, visit Masai
herdsmen in their homes and, of course, see lions,
elephants & leopards on our game drives. Accommodations
include luxury tented camps and one night at The Ark!

www.letshike.com
info@letshike.com * Toll free 1 (866) 449-1908
TICO #50023501 & #50023502
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SPRING SUMMER 2022 HIKE SCHEDULES

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hiker's Code
Respect private property
Stay on the trail
Cross fences using stiles
Carry out all garbage
Walk around the edge of fields
Protect wildlife, trees and shrubs
Never strip bark from trees
When hiking on the trail on your own,
keep dogs on a leash near farms and
where required by law
Dogs are NOT permitted on group hikes
unless otherwise specified

This information is current as per May 1, 2022. Please check with
the hike leader, or see the updated hike information on the Google
Calendar, registration apps, or email information from your local
club closer to the time of the planned hike.
All GHTA members are encouraged to take part in any of the hikes,
regardless of which club they belong to. The club which is
organizing the hike is listed under the date of that hike. Call the
leader if the weather is at all questionable in case the outing has
been cancelled. Wear suitable footwear and clothing, and bring
snacks/drink/lunch. In most cases, the hiking level is indicated as
Easy, Moderate, Difficult and, on occasion, Challenging.

Important Notice: Unpaid volunteers conduct events. Anyone
participating in these events, or making use of the trail in any way,
does so at their own risk. The Wilderness section should only be
hiked with an approved Ganaraska Hiking Trail leader.
During the pandemic, event organizers and hike leaders are encouraged to have their hikers/participants
provide contact information. Waivers must be signed by non-members before each hike; members sign a
blanket waiver as part of their membership renewal.

Sunday May 1st Simcoe County Forest, Moderate, 10
am, 4 hours with lunch. Contact John Sloan at (705)
715-6994.

BARRIE HIKES
Our hikes are scheduled on Sundays, Wednesdays,
and Thursdays until mid-June. Preregistration is
required on all of our hikes. It is expected that COVID
health protocols as outlined on the GHTA website will
also be followed. It is important to check the website
for the most current updates in COVID protocols.

Wednesday May 4th Copeland Forest, Easy, 10 am, 2
hours. Contact Dan Gilbert (705) 526-9242.
Sunday May 8th Hike Option 1: Barrie End 2 End Line
6N to Line 1 Oro Medonte, 10 am, 14 km with lunch.
Contact Alana Boulay (705) 796-0732.

If a hike has to be cancelled due to weather warnings
or other issues, this will be posted on the GHTA
calendar by 7:30 am the day of the hike.

Hike Option 2: Simcoe County Forest, Easy to
Moderate 3.5 hours with lunch. Contact Jeff Haglund
(705) 726-7189.

Each hike listed below is also posted on the GHTA
website calendar with more detailed and important
information regarding each hike. Please check the
calendar often to obtain that information and to also
check for any hikes that may be added. The times
listed are hike start times, arrive early.

Wednesday May 11th North Simcoe Rail Trail, Easy,
10am, 1.5- 2 hours. Contact John Rudnickas (416) 2481690 by text.
Thursday May 12th McRae Lake. Moderate, 10 am, 45 hours with lunch. Contact Leslie Raymond at (705)
790-3598.
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Sunday May 15th Hike Option 1: Kolapore Uplands
Spring Bruce Trail, Moderate, 10 am, 4-5 hours with
lunch. Contact Gary Norton at (416) 918-5050.

KAWARTHA HIKES
General Information
- Wednesday hikes are 1.5-2 hrs/5-7 km and usually
rated as easy or moderate.
- Weekend hikes are 3-4 hrs/10-12 km and usually
rated as moderate or moderate plus – please gauge
your capabilities.
- Individual hike leaders may require pre-registration.
- Hikers must follow public health guidance, for
outdoor activities, in effect at the time of the hike.
- Occasionally hikes are cancelled or locations change,
so check your email, the Club Facebook page or
contact the hike leader. Back-up contacts are:
• Wednesday Hikes: Janice 705 874 0194
• Weekend/Thursday Hikes: Richard 705 750
1040

Hike Option 2: Simcoe County Forest Line 8 ,
Moderate, 10 am, 3.5 hours. Contact Jeff Haglund at
(705) 726-7189.
Thursday May 19th Simcoe County Forest ,
Easy/Moderate, 10 am, 3 hours. Contact John
Rudnickas at 416 248-1690.
Sunday May 22nd Hike option 1: End to End Section #2,
Moderate, 10am, 11 km hike with lunch. Contact John
Sloan (705) 715-6994.
Hike Option 2: 251 Bass Lake Sideroad East, Easy to
Moderate, 10 am, 3.5-hours. Contact Jeff Haglund
(705) 726-7189.

Wednesday, May 4 Heatherington Woods < EASY>
10:00 am; hike 6-7 km; Contact Sharleen at 705 243
1265

Wednesday May 25th Copeland Forest P2, Easy, 10
am, 2 hours. Contact Tony Peckham at (705) 7377005.
Wednesday June 1st Simcoe County Forest, Easy,
10am, 2 hours. Contact Dan Gilbert (705) 526-9242.

Saturday, May 7 Petroglyphs Provincial Park <
MODERATE> 10:00 am; hike 8-9 km; Contact Richard
at 705 750 1040

Sunday June 5 Hike Option 1: Barrie End to End
section #3, Moderate, 10am, 11 km with lunch..
Contact Alana Boulay (705) 796-0732.

Wednesday, May 11 Victoria Rail Trail/Windy Ridge
CA < EASY> 10:00 am; hike 7-8 km; Contact Janice at
705 874 0194

Hike option 2: Simcoe County Museum and
Springwater Park, Easy, 10am, 2.5 – 3 hours. Contact
John Rudnickas at 416 248-1690.

Saturday, May 14 Mount Pleasant "West Loop"
<MODERATE PLUS> 10:00 a.m.; hike 13 km; Contact
George at 705 927 2924

Wednesday June 8th Ganaraska and local trails in
Midhurst, Moderate, 10am, 2 hours. Contact: John
Rudnickas at 416 248-1690.

Wednesday, May 18; Bridgenorth Trail <EASY> 10:00
am; hike 6-7 km; Contact Betty at 705 875 2300
Thursday, May 19 Ken Reid Conservation Area
<MODERATE> 10:00 am; hike 8-10 km; Contact Ken at
705 745 9043

th

Thursday June 9 Copeland Forest P5, Moderate,
10am, 4 hours with lunch. Contact John Sloan (705)
715-6994.

Wednesday, May 25 Towers on Television Rd
<MODERATE> 10:00 am; hike 5-6 km; Contact Ken at
705 745 9043

Sunday June 12th Summit the Highest Point on the
Bruce Trail, Challenging, 10 am, bring lunch. Contact
Gary Norton @ (416) 918-5050 by phone or text.
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Saturday, May 28 Northumberland Forest Beagle
Club Trails <MODERATE PLUS> 10:00 am; hike 12-14
km; Contact Nick at 705 243 1265

MAD RIVER HIKES
HIKES AND UPDATES: Hikes will be scheduled on an
ongoing basis throughout the spring/summer
months. Please refer to the GHTA website calendar
to find current club information

Wednesday, June 1 Selwyn Conservation Area and
area <EASY>10:00 am; hike 6 km; Contact Richard 705
750 1040

NOTE: All hikers are asked to register with the hike
leader.
Recreational biking and kayaking outings will start in
the spring, weather dependent.

Saturday, June 4 John Earle Chase Memorial Forest
<MODERATE> 10:00 am; hike 8 km; Contact Barb at
705 760 1974
Wednesday, June 8 Harold Town CA <MODERATE>
10:00 am; hike 6-7 km; Contact Janice at 705 874 0194

Tuesday, May 3 Lavender Noisy River 10 a.m.
Moderate, 13km Contact: Anhong MacNeil 647-2037565

Saturday, June 11 Ganaraska Hiking Trail Part 1)
<MODERATE PLUS> 10:00 am; hike 15 km; Contact
George at 705 927 2924

Saturday, May 7 Hike #1 of Mad River End-to-End 9
a.m. Easy to Moderate, 14 km, Contact: Sharon
Striegl 705-351-1571

Wednesday, June 15 Trail from Riverview Zoo <EASY>
10:00 am; hike 4-5 km followed by lunch/AGM in
Picnic Shelter 2 at Riverview Zoo; Contact Pat at 705
743 9447

Saturday, May 14 Hike #2 of Mad River End-to-End 9
a.m. Easy to Moderate, 15 km. Contact: Sharon
Striegl 705-351-1571

Sunday, June 19 Ballyduff Trails <MODERATE> 10:00
a.m.; hike 8 - 10 km; Contact Richard 705 750 1040

Tuesday, May 17 Gill Road, Midhurst 10 a.m. Easy to
moderate, 8 km. Contact: Sharon Striegl 705-3511571

Wednesday, June 22 Explore Buckhorn <EASY> 10:00
am; hike 6-7 km followed by lunch at the lake; Contact
Karin at 705 657 8056
Saturday, June 25; no hike scheduled

Saturday, May 21 Hike #3 of Mad River End-to-End 9
a.m. Easy to Moderate, 10 km. Contact: Sharon
Striegl 705-351-1571

Wednesday June 29
North end Trails and Pathways <EASY> 10:00 am; hike
6-7 km; Contact Eveline at 705 874 6028

Saturday, May 28 Hike #4 of Mad River End-to-End 9
a.m. Easy to moderate, 11 km. Contact: Sharon
Striegl 705-351-1571
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MIDLAND HIKES

Contact: Marc 705-527-1967

Midland Hikers usually meet at Mountainview
Parking Lot close to CR 93, Midland, across from Food
Basics Store. During this period weekday hikes will be
Wednesday at 10 am. For these local hikes we do not
list destinations, as they are decided at random and
usually easy to moderate, 2 hours long.

Sunday May 22
Strachan Tract Trillium Hike
<MODERATE> 12:15 p.m. 2hrs.
Contact: Joe 705-279-1518

Weekend meeting times vary, depending on
destination. It is always recommended to contact
hike leader for details or changes before the hike.
Our weekly emails will also notify you with detail
description of the hike level, destination, meeting
place and time.

Sunday May 29 Marrin Tract Hike <EASY> 1 p.m. ; 1.5
/ 2 hrs. Contact: Kim 705-828-2033

Saturday May 28 Trail Maintenance 10 a.m. 3-4 hrs.
Bring lunch. Contact: Larry 705- 549-5165

Saturday June 04–06 Arrowhead PP Camping (Book
your own site). Contact: Janet or Marc 705-527-1967
Sunday June 12 Hoggs Falls Hike <MODERATE> 9a.m.
3 / 4 hrs. with lunch. Contact: Marc 705-527-1967

COVID is not over! For carpooling it is recommended
to continue to wear a mask.

Saturday June 18 Daytrip Balsam PP/ Kirkfield /
Carden Alvar < EASY TO MODERATE > 8 a.m. Lunch &
Dinner? Contact: Kim 705-828-2033 or Joe 705-2791518

The recreational biking group “Friends who Cycle”
meet every Monday and Thursday at 9:30 am.
Starting point is announced via email and maybe
anywhere from Midland, Barrie, Orillia or beyond.
Both e-bikes and regular bikes are welcome. To be
added to the email list please contact:
friendswhocycle@ganaraska-hiking-trail.org

Saturday June 25 Blueberry Plains Wasaga Beach
<MODERATE> 10:00 a.m. 3-4 hrs. with lunch
Contact: Frieda 705-245-1005
Sunday June 26 Orchid Hike/Thompson Forest <
EASY> 1pm. ; 2hrs. Contact: Larry 705-549-5165

Beth Hammer will coordinate Wednesday paddles. If
you wish to lead a paddle, please notify Beth at: 705363-2644

Sunday July 03–10th Charleston PP Camping ( Book
your own site) Contact: Janet or Marc 705-527-1967

Saturday April 30 Trail Maintenance; 10:00 a.m. 4-5
hrs. Bring lunch
Contact: Marc 705 527-1967

Saturday July 9 Copeland Forest Hike <MODERATE>
10:00 a.m. 3-4 hrs. With lunch.
Contact: Frieda 705-245-1005

Saturday May 07 Simcoe County Museum Hike <EASY
TO MODERATE> 10:15 a.m. 3–4 hrs. with lunch
Contact: Hans 705-528-4741

Sunday July 17 Hardy Lake PP Hike / Swim < EASY TO
MODERATE > 9:30 a.m. 8 kms. Bring lunch.
Contact: Marc 705-1967

Sunday May 08 Pretty Channel Hike <MODERATE>
9:30 a.m. 3-4 hrs. with lunch.
Contact: Frieda 705-245-1005

Saturday July 23 Pretty Channel Hike <MODERATE>
9:30 a.m. 3-4 hrs. with lunch. Contact: Frieda 705-2451005

Saturday May 14 Trillium Hike in Horseshoe Valley
<EASY TO MODERATE> 10:00 a.m.
3-4 hrs. with lunch Contact: Frieda 705-245-1005

Saturday July 30 Coopers Falls Hike <MODERATE>
10:00 a.m. 4-5 hrs. with lunch. Contact: Frieda 705245-1005

Sunday May 15 Kolapore Hike < MODERATE TO
DIFFICULT> 9:00 a.m. 4 / 5 hrs. with lunch;
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Sunday August 07 Paddle Day; 9 a.m.; Lunch / Swim;
Contact: Eugene 705-534-0351

EVERY THURSDAY <MODERATE> 4 hr Hikes are
organized by the Barrie Club. Usual meeting time is
10:00 am. Details will be posted on the Ganaraska
website calendar. Contact: Susan Lee 705-627-0345

Tuesday August 09 Killbear P.P. Hike/Swim/BBQ
<EASY TO MODERATE TO CHALLENGING> 10:00 a.m.,
lunch & optional BBQ dinner. Contact: Frieda 705-2451005

THURSDAYS Bike Rides About 3 weeks prior to the
date, rides will be posted on the website calendar
giving location of ride, meeting time and place,
distance, speed, and level of difficulty. Maximum 12
people per ride; road-ready bikes and helmets
required. Contact: text Tito 416-624-0133

Sunday August 14 Cedar Point Hike / Swim / Kayak /
Potluck! < EASY TO MODERATE > 1 p.m. Contact:
Sonja 705-533-0378
Saturday August 20 Lone Lake Hike < MODERATE TO
DIFFICULT > 9 a.m. 12 kms. With Lunch.
Contact: Larry 705-549-5165

ADDITIONAL HIKES: Check the calendar on the
Ganaraska website. Other Orillia hikes may be
scheduled closer to the hike date.

Saturday August 27–29 Restoule PP Camping (Book
your own site ) Contact: Kim 705-828-2033

Saturday, May 7 <EASY> 3.5 hr Ganaraska, Orillia
Section 9:00 am: Bring a lunch. If preferred, the hike
could be shortened to 2 hr. Contact Isobel 705-3256578

ORILLIA HIKES

Saturday, May 14 <EASY> 4 hr Awenda Provincial Park
8:00 am: Meet at Willow Court –OR– 8:30 am: Meet
at Coldwater Commuter Parking Lot. Bring lunch.
Contact Carol 705-325-1065

A frequent meeting place is Willow Court Plaza, 575
West St S and Hwy 12 S; we meet, carpool and leave
cars at the far end, beyond The Learning Centre.
Another meeting spot is Orillia Square Mall, parking in
the side lot of Dollar Tree. Often, alternate meeting
places are offered closer to the trailhead, for those
coming from other directions. Once the risk of COVID
transmission is minimal, carpooling is strongly
encouraged as the environmentally responsible mode
of travel. Pre-registration is required: notify the hike
leader where you plan to meet and leave a phone
number and emergency contact. Please arrive a few
minutes before the time stated. For more information,
contact Isabelle at 705-326-8082. Check the Google
Calendar on the Ganaraska website for updates and
new listings. Happy Hiking!

Saturday, June 4 <EASY> 4 hr Bracebridge Resource
Management Centre 8:30 am: Bring lunch. Contact
Carol 705-325-1065
Saturday, June 11 <MODERATE> 14 km Devil’s Glen
8:00 am: Meet at Willow Court –OR– 9:00 am: Meet
at Stayner Beer Store. Bring lunch; a full day is needed.
Contact: Isobel 705-325-6578
Saturday, June 18 <EASY to MODERATE> 8 km Hardy
Lake 9:00 am: Bring lunch. Contact Leslie 705-7903598

EVERY TUESDAY <EASY> 2 hr Local Hike 9:00 am
(usually): Meeting place is usually Willow Court.
Monday evening, must contact: Paul 705-325-6001 (in
case of weather-related change in plans)

Saturday, August 27 <EASY> 3 hr 100 East Bass Lake
Side Road 9:00 am, slow pace, bring lunch. Contact:
Isabelle 705-326-8082

TUESDAYS (Mid-May to end of September) NEW!
PADDLING DAYS (kayaks and canoes)
Locations in North Simcoe and Muskoka. For dates,
details, and to be put on the Paddling Days email list,
Contact coordinators: Bob or Mary 705-330-1904
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ORO-MEDONTE HIKES

PINE RIDGE HIKES

Monday, May 2; Earl Rowe Circle
Trail<MODERATE>meet 9:00 am,hike 3-4 hours; bring
lunch; Contact Wayne 705-718-0143 or Gerda 705722-8568

Hikers Should Arrive At Least 10 Minutes Before the
Advertised Hike Departure Time. Please check our
website for more hike details.
Ratings for Level of Difficulty
Easy: Well- defined trails and/or roads, gentle inclines.
Hiking boots not required but trails may be wet.
Moderate: Generally on trails and/or roads; may be
hilly with some rough spots or obstacles. Boots and
poles are recommended.
Moderate Plus: Generally on trails; rough terrain
and/or steep sections and/or long climbs and
descents. Boots and poles are highly recommended.
Challenging: Rough terrain, one or more of extensive
bushwhacking, steep sections, long climbs and
descents, beaver dams or other obstacles, or rock
scrambling. Boots and poles are essential; long pants
and long sleeves recommended.

Sunday, May 8; Midhurst<MODERATE>1:30 pm; hike
2 hours; Contact Christine 705-733-3825
Monday, May 16; Duntroon<MODERATE>meet 9:00
am, hike 7 km; bring lunch; Contact Christine 705733-3825 or Wayne 705-718-0143
Sunday, May 29; Copeland Forest<MODERATE>1:30
pm; hike 2 hours; Contact Sue 705-722-0395 or
Wayne 705-718-0143
Monday, June 6; Trout Hollow
Trail<MODERATE>meet 9:00 am, 6 hours; 14 km (7
km option); bring lunch; Contact Pierre or Pat 705733-2078

ALSO
1. Anyone choosing to leave a hike before the
end must be accompanied by another hiker.
2. No dogs are allowed on hikes.

Sunday, June 12; Tiny Marsh<EASY>1:30 pm; hike 2
hours; Contact Kim 705-721-0502 or Gerda 705-7228568

Saturday, May 07; Campbellcroft roads <MODERATE
PLUS> 9:30 am; 12.5 Km 3-4 hours, Contact Bill at 905
207 2399

Monday, June 20; Pretty River Bruce Trail Side
Trail<MODERATE/DIFFICULT>meet 9:00 am, 3-4
hours; bring lunch; Contact Sue 705-722-0395 or Kim
705-721-0502

Sunday, May 08; Oak Hills <EASY> 9:30 am; 5 Km,
Contact John at 416 998 1292
Wednesday, May 11; Ganaraska Forest <MODERATE
PLUS> 9:30 am; 12 Km 3-4 hours, Contact Stan at 289
691 3275
Saturday, May 14; Millar Farm, Solina <EASY> 9:30
am; 7 Km, Contact Jim at 905 436 2499
Sunday, May 15; Murray Marsh <MODERATE> 9:30
am; 14 Km, Contact Melissa at 905 375 9033
Wednesday, May 18; Northumberland Forest
<MODERATE> 9:30 am; 10 Km Contact Bob at 905 885
1420
Saturday, May 21; Hazel Bird Nature Reserve <EASY>
9:30 am; 5 Km, Contact John at 416 998 1292
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Sunday, June 26; Ball’s Mill <EASY> 9:30 am; 5.4 Km,
Contact Hilda at 905 372 2395

Sunday, May 22; Alderville <MODERATE> 9:30 am; 9
Km Contact Jay at 905 396 3895

Wednesday, June 29; Alnwick Hill <MODERATE>
9:15am [EARLY]; 9 Km, Contact Jay at 905 396 3895

Wednesday, May 25; Richardson’s Lookout
<MODERATE> 9:30 am; 7 or 13 Km, Contact Stan at
289 691 3275

Friday, July 01; Canada Day Parade, Cobourg <EASY>
time tba; about 1.5 Km, Contact Jay at 905 396 3895

Saturday, May 28; Eddystone <MODERATE> 9:30 am;
7 or 14 Km, Contact Jim at 905 376 3552

Wednesday, July 06; Cobourg town walk <EASY> 7:00
pm; about 5 Km, Contact Ron at 905 372 6101

Sunday, May 29; Gore’s Landing <EASY> 9:30 am; 6
Km, Contact Hilda at 905 372 2395

Wednesday, July 20; Port Hope town walk <EASY>
6:30 pm; about 4 Km, Contact Darryl at 905 373 2463

Wednesday, June 01; Lakeview Pk, Oshawa
<MODERATE> 9:30 am; 8 Km, Contact John at 905 885
8776

Wednesday, Aug 03; Cobourg town walk <EASY> 6:00
pm; about 5 Km, Contact Bill at 905 207 2399

Saturday, June 04; Bethany South <MODERATE> 9:00
am [EARLY]; 15 Km, Contact Melissa at 905 375 9033

Wednesday, Aug 17; Port Hope town walk <EASY>
6:30 pm; about 4 Km, Contact Jay at 905 396 3895

Sunday, June 05; Sylvan Glen <EASY> 9:30 am; 5 Km,
Contact Heather at 416 457 8730

Wednesday, Aug 31: Cobourg town walk <EASY> 6:30
pm; about 5 Km, Contact Doug at 705 933 1591

Wednesday, June 08; Red Cloud cemetery <MOD.>
9:00 am [EARLY]; 15 Km Contact Jay at 905 396 3895
Saturday, June 11; P.H. River walk <EASY> 9:30 am; 56 Km, Contact Jan at 905 375 8188
Sunday, June 12; Burleytown <MODERATE> 9:30 am;
10 or 14 Km, Contact Jim at 905 376 3552
Wednesday, June 15; Cold Springs west <MODERATE>
9:30 am; 11 Km, Contact Darryl at 905 373 2463
Saturday, June 18; Bond Head <MODERATE> 9:30 am;
11 Km, Contact John at 905 885 8776
Sunday, June 19; P.H. Solar Farm <EASY> 9:30 am; 7
Km, Contact Jim at 905 436 2499
Wednesday, June 22; Northumberland Forest
<MODERATE> 9:30 am; 10 Km Contact Bob at 905 885
1420

WASAGA BEACH HIKES

Saturday, June 25; Ganaraska Forest <MODERATE>
9:30 am; 15 Km, Contact Stan at 289 691 3275

Our club is planning hikes on a weekly basis and will
connect with club members as hikes are planned.
Stay tuned!
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JUNE 19 PADDLE TOWARS THE LODGE, 16km, Lakes
and portages, Contact chumpboat@gmail.com
subject line Crooked Paddle, RAIN DATE JULY 23 or
second trip if demand

WILDERNESS HIKES
More details on hikes, meeting spots and registration
can be found on our Facebook page. Grub and Hub
means we will enjoy food and drink at a local
establishment after the outing.

JUNE 21 MOORE FALLS TO SCRABBLE LAKE HIKE, 8:15
am, 17 km in total; 6 1/2 hours, Challenging & rugged.
Contact Rob Halupka at halupkarob@gmail.com.

MAY 5 Grub & Pub - SCRABBLE LAKE HIKE 12k (approx.
4 hours), Challenging. 8:45 am. Contact Cara Oleksuik
at 705-854-2115.

JULY 9 - Glug and Pub – PUDDLE JUMP PADDLE TO
SHELDON LAKE – PADDLE, full day. Have your craft in
the water before 10am. Contact Cara Oleksuik at 705854-2115.

MAY 8 MOORE FALLS TO BLACK CREEK BRIDGE HIKE 6
hours (10km there and back), Rough Intermediate,
8:45 am, Contact chumpboat@gmail.com subject
Wilderness Housework

JULY 21 – Glug and Pub – PADDLE THROUGH THE
WOODS, 4-5 hours. Have your craft in the water
before 10am. Contact Cara Oleksuik at 705-854-2115.

MAY 12 CATION WILDLIFE PRESERVE HIKE 3 hours, 6K,
Moderate Intermediate, Contact chumpboat@
gmail.com subject line Eunice Me Nice

The Ganaraska End-to-End Team

MAY 14 Grub & Pub - DEVILS LAKE TO COUNTRY ROAD
HIKE, 10km, 3.5 hours, CARPOOLING REQUIRED.
Moderate – Challenging 8:45 am, Contact Cara
Oleksuik at 705-854-2115.

The Ganaraska End-to-End Team continues the
journey north as we move into the month of
April. Come out and join our impressive team of E2E
Hikers! We will be tackling the Orillia Section of the
trail on the following dates this spring:

MAY 19 Grub & Pub JAMES COOPER LOOKOUT HIKE,
12km, 4.5 hours, Moderately challenging. 8:45 am.
Contact Cara Oleksuik at 705-854-2115.

Saturday, April 23rd, 2022
Saturday, May 7th, 2022
Saturday, May 21st, 2022
Saturday, June 4th, 2022

May 23 DEVIL'S LAKE TO ANSON MOUNTAIN HIKE,
Challenging, 15km over 6-7 hours. Contact Rob
Halupka at halupkarob@gmail.com.

Hikes range between 16 and 21 Kilometres in length
and will include large sections of roadway on this part
of the Ganaraska Trail. Please visit the Ganaraska
Hiking Trail Association - Wilderness Club page on
Facebook for further details and registration
information. Looking forward to seeing you on the
trail,

JUNE 9 – Grub & Pub – FAIRY FALLS HIKE, 10km,
Moderate, 8:45 am. Contact Cara Oleksuik at 705-8542115.
JUNE 18 Glug and Pub – DRAG LAKE, HALIBURTON
PADDLE 4 hours, 10am. Contact Cara Oleksuik at 705854-2115.

Neil Runnalls and Dan Myall

25

The Ganaraska News

GANARASKA HIKING TRAIL ASSOCIATION INC.
MEMBERSHIP STATUS RECORDED IN APRIL, 2022

CLUB

2022

2021

2020

BARRIE

51

79

48

INDEPENDENT

11

16

12

KAWARTHA

72

82

97

MAD RIVER

19

23

17

MIDLAND

101

113

84

ORILLIA

57

78

56

ORO-MEDONTE

48

52

41

PINE RIDGE

105

111

93

WASAGA BEACH

63

78

74

WILDERNESS

79

96

77

PAID MEMBERSHIPS

606

728

599

LIFE MEMBERS

31

33

36

MEMBERSHIPS

637

761

635

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

23

23

28

LAND OWNERS

83

82

90

TOTAL MEMBERSHIPS

743

866

753
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Merchandise Order Form
Proudly support the Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association Inc. by purchasing merchandise listed below or making
a donation. Just fill out this order form and mail it with your payment to:
Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association Inc.
P.O. Box 693, Orillia, ON L3V 6K7
Item

Quantity

CREST of GHTA logo
END TO END BADGE –member price
END TO END BADGE – non-member (incl. 1 year
membership)
SECTION BADGE – Barrie
SECTION BADGE – Kawartha
SECTION BADGE – Mad River
SECTION BADGE – Midland
SECTION BADGE – Orillia
SECTION BADGE – Oro Medonte
SECTION BADGE – Pine Ridge
SECTION BADGE – Tiny
SECTION BADGE – Wasaga Beach
SECTION BADGE – Wilderness
NAME BADGE – please clearly print your name in the field
below
SUBTOTAL
DONATION
GRAND TOTAL

Price
(incl.
shipping)
5.00
0.00
25.00

Total

5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
10.00
8.00

Make cheque payable to the Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association Inc.
Section badges are for hikers who hiked an entire section of the Ganaraska Hiking Trail.
End to End badges are for hikers who completed all 10 sections.
Name badges include your name, your club’s name and the GHTA logo.
Tax receipts will be issued for amounts of $25 and over.
NAME___________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________
CITY_________________________________________________________________PROV____________
POSTAL CODE_____________TELEPHONE _________________Email _____________________________
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GHTA Membership Form (or register and pay online)
The membership year runs from January 1 to December 31.
[ ] New
[ ] Renew [ ] Change of address or club affiliation.
Please complete the form and send it with your cheque, payable to the
Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association, to the following address:
Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association Inc.
P. O. Box 693 Orillia, ON L3V 6K7
NAME(S) _____________________________________________
SPOUSE______________________________________________
ADDRESS _____________________________________________
CITY ____________________________ POSTAL CODE _________
HOME TELEPHONE _____________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS _______________________________________
SPOUSAL EMAIL (if applicable)____________________________
Membership (includes family) $25.00
Donation $ ________
TOTAL $ ________
A receipt for a tax deductible charitable donation will be sent by Feb 28 in
the next year for donations of $25 or more.
Printed Newsletter? (you will receive the electronic form automatically)
Yes, mail printed Newsletter___
Please associate me with the following Ganaraska Trail Club: Midland [ ],
Kawartha [ ], Wilderness [ ], Orillia [ ], Barrie [ ], Mad River [ ], Wasaga
Beach [ ], Oro-Medonte [ ], Pine Ridge (Port Hope) [ ], Independent [ ]
By submitting this form, I certify that I have read Ganaraska Hiking Trail
Association Inc. Waiver Form (available on the website) in full, and that I
agree to be bound by it.
Signature: ____________________________________

The Ganaraska News is published three times a year for the members of the Ganaraska Trail Association Inc. and the generous landowners who permit the trail on their land. Please submit content by April 1, August 1 and December 1 for upcoming issues.
Please send your news, stories, poems and photos via email (NewsletterEditor@ganaraska-hiking-trail.org). Please send either plain
text files or Word (.doc or .docx format) files. Digital images should have a minimum of 300 ppi resolution.
Web Addresses:
Mailing Address:

www.ganaraska-hiking-trail.org
info@ganarasaka-hiking-trail.org
Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association Inc.
Box 693, Orillia, ON L3V 6K7

The GHTA welcomes all donations. Tax receipts for donations over $25.00 will be issued. Charitable registration #847447414 RR0001
CANADA PUBLICATION MAIL AGREEMENT #40031549
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