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              FALL 2021 (October 1 to December 31, 2021) 

 

Key Info for Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association Members 
 
Fall has arrived! Although COVID waves have become part of everyday life, we are getting on with the 
fun stuff and group hiking has resumed. Hike schedules to December 31 for most clubs are included 
in this newsletter. Enjoy the cooler fall weather and stay safe! Check out the latest COVID restrictions 
after our cover story below. 
 
With fall comes our membership renewal for the 2022 year starting January 1. Please renew your 
membership this fall by using the online link here or the membership form at the end of the 
newsletter.  
 
Note: Photos of group hikes or events may occasionally be published online. Participation in group 
photos is always optional. 

 
Wilderness Floating Bridge Project 
By Rob Halupka, Wilderness Club President  
 
The Wilderness Club is delighted to report 
that at long last a new floating bridge has 
been installed over Montgomery Creek 
close to its confluence with the Black 
River near Victoria Falls. The installation 
took place on August 26th under the 
expert guidance of the Ontario Parks 
team that manages Queen Elizabeth II 
Wildlands Provincial Park. The workday 
crew consisted of Park staff comprising 
Leith Slykhuis, Phil Careless, Bailey 
Walker and Glynn Richardson and GHTA 
Wilderness Club volunteers Carolyn 
Humphreys, Peter Southey, Robert 
Campbell and Rob Halupka.  
 
However, August 26th was in fact the end point of a process that began almost exactly a year ago when 
GHTA President Frieda Baldwin received a complaint from the owners of the "Gully Jumpers" bridge to 
the effect that GHTA members were disregarding signage and the barrier on their bridge to trespass 
on their private property. Wheels were set in motion that involved several (futile) attempts to initiate 
a dialogue with the bridge owners, meetings with QEII Park staff, numerous visits to the area to 
investigate site possibilities and to Balsam Lake Provincial Park to pick over spare material. Hats off to 
Wilderness Club members Ted Oakes and Kathy MacInnis who devoted considerable time and effort 
in an effort to "frankenstein" a bridge at a site upstream of the final location; this initial effort was 

https://ganaraska-hiking-trail.org/?page_id=38
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eventually abandoned when concerns with the structure, placement and maintenance of the bridge 
became too onerous.  
 
The final design was the result of a couple more design and location iterations involving Wilderness 
Club members Steve Broomfield and Carolyn Humphreys and Parks staff. In the end, Park 
Superintendent Natalie McMorrow gave the green light for her team to build four 13 ft sections using 
cedar stringers fastened to dock flotation blocks; as you can imagine, this final development came as 
a huge relief to the Bridge Committee (Steve Broomfield, Carolyn Humphreys and myself). Leith 
Slykhuis and Phil Careless led the charge for the Parks team and have been fully involved every step of 
the way. GHTA's contribution came in the form of about $1,000 worth of chain, cable, brackets and 
posts ordered and purchased by the Bridge Committee, and labour provided by willing volunteers. The 
Parks team used truck & trailer to haul the material to within about 400 metres of the bridge site, then 
we all had to pitch in to lug everything by foot on a very hot and muggy day to the site where the bridge 
was assembled and fixed to either bank. 
 
Frieda Baldwin and the GHTA Executive Committee provided support and encouragement along the 
way as the process evolved and we went through the design iterations, and they approved the final 
budget which came in at about half the initial budget, thanks to the Park stepping up to lead the 
project. It helped a lot that the Wilderness Club had funds earmarked with the GHTA treasury for which 
the bridge is an excellent application of those funds. 
 
It should be noted that this beautiful new floating bridge is in fact a prototype. The location poses some 
very challenging features - the area is prone to periodic flooding with substantial variation in water 
flow and changes in water levels. While considerable thought has gone into coming up with an 
appropriate design, there are no guarantees! We expect the bridge to be tested at some point, so 
modifications may well be necessary. Finally, it should be noted that the bridge will be seasonal, i.e. it 
will be hauled up onto the bank each year before freeze-up at around Nov. 15th, and reinstalled each 
spring by about May 15th when the last 10 km of Black River Road to Victoria Bridge is reopened. 
 
A video clip posted on the Wilderness Club's Facebook page shows Glynn Richardson - representing 
the Ontario Parks team - walking across the bridge for the first time to meet Rob Halupka - representing 
the Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association - to meet and shake hands in the middle. This symbolic gesture 
demonstrates the strength and importance of our close partnership in managing and maintaining the 
trail system within Queen Elizabeth II Wildlands Provincial Park. 

 
Wilderness President Rob Halupka playlist now starts 
with Marvin Gaye’s  
Ain't no mountain high..Ain't no valley low..Ain't no 
river wide enough,  
 
It is because of his tenacity that we can all walk on 
water (OK over water) and conquer maintenance 
requirements on High Falls and Ragged Rapids loops. 
Members, now it’s your turn to honour Rob’s and the 

bridge team’s effort - join the fall work party for these side trails! 

https://www.facebook.com/GHTAwilderness/videos/421175609590291
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Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association COVID-19 Protocol and Tips 
 

Please continue to follow these guidelines: 
• Stay home if you are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms or if you are unwell. 
• Hike leaders will collect emergency contact information before starting the hike. Pre-registration is 

recommended to speed up this process. 
• Group hike participation may be restricted to permit social distancing, even if regional guidelines allow 

larger public gatherings. Space permitting, non-members are welcome to attend hikes. 
• Carpool to group hikes only with one person seated in the rear opposite to the driver, windows open. 
• Practice Physical Distancing. Keep 2 metres apart from anyone not in your bubble. Move aside to allow 

others to pass. 
• Masks are not required on hikes except when you cannot maintain a 2 metre distance. 
• Do not expect public washrooms to be open. 
• Hikers should carry their own basic first aid materials, such as bandaids, tick removers, etc. 
• Above all – enjoy yourselves. We are lucky to be able to go out and hike safely! 
 
 

New Volunteer Opportunity – Training Coordinator 
As we decided to invest more in the training of our volunteer resources, the Ganaraska Hiking Trail 
Association Inc. is looking for someone who might be interested in taking on our GHTA training needs, 
such as: 
- promoting hike leader certification training to our members 
- scheduling hike leader training and all related aspects (payments, reimbursements, etc.) 
- scheduling other training needs, such as first aid, wilderness first aid, safe hiking, etc. and promote 
available courses 
- track hike leader and first aid certifications (hike leader certification has to be renewed every 5 years, 
first aid more often) 
- etc. 
 
If you are interested in this volunteer role, contact president@ganaraska-hiking-trail.org.  

 
 

Supporting the Association 
 
Did you know??? - that the Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association is a registered charitable organization 
(Charitable Registration No 84744 7414 RR0001), and can issue tax receipts for donations over $25?   
You can easily add a donation when renewing your membership or use the same membership form to 
submit a donation at other times of the year. Or, you can mail a cheque to the Ganaraska Hiking Trail 
Association Inc., P.O. Box 693, Orillia, ON L3V 6K7. Tax receipts are mailed to donors before February 
28 the following year.   
  

mailto:president@ganaraska-hiking-trail.org
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 2021 EXECUTIVE

President: Frieda Baldwin  
Secretary: Carol Strickland 
Vice President: Sharon Striegl  

Treasurer: Simone Latham 
Trail and Landowners Relations Director:  
John Sloan

 
2021 CLUB PRESIDENTS AND BOARD MEMBERS 

 
Barrie – Liz Erwin, Susan Lee, John Sloan 
Kawartha – Fred Kooy, Tony Tasch, Robert Pope 
Mad River – Sharon Striegl 
Midland – Marc Vallee, Jo-Anne Gorthy, Linda Blow 
Orillia - Carol Strickland, Leslie Raymond, Fern Splichal 
Oro-Medonte – Christine Cornu, Sue Benjafield, Wayne Lillico 
Pine Ridge – Bill Zeran, James Edwards, John Ambler 
Wasaga Beach – Irene Bell, Rob Smith, Lorraine Van Vlymen 
Wilderness – Rob Halupka, Carolyn Humphreys, Neil Runnalls 
 

2021 OFFICERS 
 
Membership Director: Christine Cornu   
Badge Officer: Jacquie Van Dyke 
GHTA Archivist: Linda Blow 
GHTA Hike Ontario Rep: Lorraine Van Vlymen 
GHTA Nature Canada Rep: Irene Bell  
QE II Wildland Prov. Park Rep: Rob Halupka  

Couchiching Conservancy Rep: Charleyne Hall 
Newsletter Editor: Heather Briant  
Website: Rob Smith    
Social Media Officer: Alana Boulay 
Publicity Officer: Vacant 
Training Coordinator: Vacant 

 
ASSOCIATION AND CLUB LINKS 

 
Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association: www.ganaraska-hiking-trail.org 
Instagram.com/ganaraskatrail 
Twitter.com/GanaraskaA 
Facebook.com/GanaraskaHikingTrailAssociation 
Facebook.com/groups/GanaraskaHikingTrailGroup 
Barrie: Facebook.com/GHTAbarrie  
Mad River: Facebook.com/GHTAmadriver  
Midland: Facebook.com/GHTAmidland 
Orillia: Facebook.com/GHTAorillia 
Oro-Medonte: Facebook.com/GHTAOro-Medonte 
Pine Ridge: www.pineridgehikingclub.ca 
Facebook.com/GHTApineridge 
Wilderness: Facebook.com/GHTAwilderness 

  

http://www.ganaraska-hiking-trail.org/
http://instagram.com/ganaraskatrail
https://twitter.com/GanaraskaA
https://www.facebook.com/GanaraskaHikingTrailAssociation
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ganaraskahikingtrailgroup
https://www.facebook.com/ghtabarrie
https://www.facebook.com/mrht18/
https://www.facebook.com/Ganaraska-Trail-Hiking-Association-Midland-Ontario-114604180259680
https://www.facebook.com/Ganaraska-Hiking-Trail-Association-Orillia-Club-2011856195778486
https://www.facebook.com/Ganaraska-Hiking-Trail-Association-Oro-Medonte-Club-106484448417544
http://www.pineridgehikingclub.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/pineridgehikingclub
https://www.facebook.com/GHTAwilderness
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President’s Report 
By Frieda Baldwin 
 
For now, we seem to be past the worst of 
the COVID pandemic and are keeping our 
fingers crossed that we will soon enjoy a 
more normal world. I would expect that by 
now most of us have been double 
vaccinated (if not, then please get it done 
ASAP!), as we would love nothing better 
than hike regularly in groups again to the 
many beautiful destinations along the 
Ganaraska Hiking Trail and elsewhere, and 
do this safely by sharing rides, and enjoying 
each other’s company.  
 
Since my Spring report, restrictions have eased up, and some clubs have restarted group hikes and 
carpooling, albeit still with some restrictions, such as social distancing. To date, attendance at group 
hikes still seems to be down, as people are busy enjoying the summer in other ways (biking, paddling, 
cottages, camping, etc.) and for some it has also been too hot, too humid, too buggy, too muddy, or 
too wet. Hopefully, with the fall upon us, conditions will improve, and we hope to see you all out on 
our group hikes, bike rides, paddle outings, or social outings. 
 
 
Meanwhile, activity on other levels has been strong: 

• The mapping committee has selected a cartographer to create the new “downloadable 

/printable” maps which will be available free of charge from the website. We hope to have a 
complete set early October, in time for Ontario Hiking Week (first week of October). 

• In partnership with Fanshawe College, the mapping committee also collaborated on a 
“placemat” type map of the Ganaraska Hiking Trail, which provides info on the Ganaraska Hiking 
Trail and the association, on trail etiquette, and how to read blazes. The map also offers a 
suggestion of a beginner, intermediate, and experienced loop hike, that includes part of the 
Ganaraska Hiking Trail.  

• We now also have a Risk Management Committee, which will be reviewing the GHTA’s current 
Risk Management Manual and update it as necessary. This committee may also look into safety, 
signage, maintenance standards, etc.  

• Our ganaraska-hiking-trail.org website has been “revamped”: it now has a fresher look, its 
content has been updated, additional info added (e.g. a donation page and form, an 
information page for landowners and for hikers, incl. hiking related courses, etc.). Also, the 
“Trail Changes” have been moved to the “Trail sections” page, new photo galleries per club 
have been activated, and all links checked and expanded, etc.). In the process, we also shorted 
the tag line of the Ganaraska Hiking Trail, which now reads “The Ganaraska Hiking Trail, A place 
of reflection, fitness, friendship and a return to nature”. I sincerely appreciate the tremendous 
efforts of Heather Briant (our newsletter editor who was the project manager for this effort 
and also educated herself on the use of Wordpress) and of Bryan Piitz (web designer). It was 
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my pleasure to work with these two individuals on this project, which is now nearing 
completion. (As of Aug 10, the home page still needs some Quick Links and some photos) 

• The Wilderness Club, in partnership with the Queen Elizabeth II Wildlands Provincial Park staff, 
has just installed a floating bridge over Montgomery Creek, which has a very unpredictable 
water flow, as within one day it can change from a very low water level, through which one can 
wade, to a high and strong roaring current. Please see the cover story on Page 1 with all the 
details of this most helpful addition to the Trail. 

• The Midland club has been able to re-open the western section of the Tiny section of the 
Ganaraska Hiking Trail (previously closed due to a landowner issue and flooding), and also 
extended the Ganaraska Hiking Trail in the Tiny Marsh, by re-routing the main trail, and adding 
additional blue trail loops (see separate article).  

• Our inventory of membership cards, envelopes, and car window decals was low and has been 
replenished with updated content and logo. We are also reviewing the content of the GHTA 
membership brochure, before we re-print this fall. 

• Some members of the Wilderness Club took a two-day Wilderness First Aid Course. 75% of the 
fee is reimbursed by GHTA. 

• I also would like to thank Alana Boulay for her regular postings on the Ganaraska Hiking Trail 
Association Facebook Page and Group. If you have not yet, you may want to follow these two 
Facebook updates. 

The organization is doing well, our membership numbers have increased to 653 as of August, 2021, 
donations to our organization are higher than expected, and with the savings of not printing and 
mailing a spring and summer newsletter, our financial situation is strong.  
 
Currently, I am looking for two volunteers: 

• The Publicity Officer position has been vacant for a while. This position would look for and 
coordinate opportunities to promote the Ganaraska Hiking Trail, such as perhaps at community 
events, the Toronto Outdoor Show, update our brochure, etc.  

• We are also looking for a Training Coordinator who will assist us with the training needs of our 
members. A job description is set out on Page 3.  

 
Contact president@ganaraska-hiking-trail.org if interested. Enjoy this fall hiking season. Happy Hiking! 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/GanaraskaHikingTrailAssociation
https://www.facebook.com/GanaraskaHikingTrailAssociation
https://www.facebook.com/groups/343500412799685
mailto:president@ganaraska-hiking-trail.org
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Trail and Landowner Relations Director Report 
By John Sloan, Director 
 

Trail Director Report 

Significant updates have been submitted to Ondago for both our Wilderness and Tiny trail sections. 

Please watch for update notifications for both of these sections and download the new maps when 

available. The new Ondago map for Wilderness now reflects the new trails added in the east end and 

the newly defined main trail in the west end. The Tiny trail section now shows the connection with the 

Wasaga Beach trail (already released) and updates in the Tiny Marsh area changing the main trail route 

and adding two loop trail options (one on either side of the Visitor Centre). 

With the easing of restrictions for outdoor group sizes, most clubs are re-establishing their schedule of 

group hikes. As a result, trail maintenance activity is picking up to support the expected increase in 

group hike activity. 

Trail Guide Update Project Status 

We are now calling this a ‘Trail Guide Update Project’ rather than ‘Guidebook Update Project’ since we 

will not be producing an actual Guidebook. A cartographer for our project has been selected (a local 

independent cartographer based in Barrie). GPX files for all our trails have been provided and trail 

description updates and map detail files are being created. Stan Muldoon continues to provide 

leadership for the group and our activities.  

 

Risk Management Committee 

In May I attended an Ontario Parks Association course titled “Trails Risk Management”. A GHTA Risk 

Management Committee is being formed and will start activities in the fall. Committee member names 

will be announced when activity starts up. One of the first focus areas will be a stretch of the Barrie 

trail between Old Second South and Gill Road where a water crossing structure was highlighted as a 

concern by the county forestry team.  

 

Landowner Relations Director Report 

We are very appreciative of all our landowners, along our 500 km trail, but in these past few months 
have had the privilege to work closely with: 
 
Ms. Kate Harries, board chair of the MTM Conservation Group, on the expanded routing of the 
Ganaraska Hiking Trail through the Tiny Marsh 
 
Ms. Natalie McMorrow, Park Superintendent of the Queen Elizabeth II Wildlands Provincial Park, on 
the management approval and staff support for the erection of the Montgomery Creek floating bridge.  
 
Thank you! 
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Ganaraska Trail Has Expanded in the Tiny Marsh 
By Frieda Baldwin, President 

 
The Midland club of the Ganaraska Hiking Trail is 
extremely excited to announce completion of an 
extension of the Ganaraska Hiking Trail on Tiny 
Marsh property. The new main trail route allows 
hikers to enjoy the beauty of the marsh from the 
Trotter and Carolina dykes, whereas previously the 
Ganaraska Hiking Trail skirted the marsh, and one 
would barely get a glimpse of it. In combination 
with the old route, which was blazed as a blue side 
trail, the new main trail route forms an approx. 6.1 
km loop on the east side of the Visitor Centre, 
starting from the Trotter Dyke parking lot. 

 
The Midland Ganaraska Hiking Trail club also blazed a 2.2 km blue side trail loop on the west side of 
the Visitor Centre which includes the lookout tower over the marsh, the recently re-opened board walk 
and the Beaverland Trail to Mole Mountain.   
 
The dykes and boardwalks are excellent birding spots and make for great snowshoe destinations. Enjoy 
the gorgeous views of the marsh, in all seasons.  
 
Access to these trails is free, and we thank the MTM (Matchedash-Tiny-Marl) Conservation Association 
for their cooperation in making this expansion a reality.  
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Ganaraska Hiking Trail Maintenance - Midland 
By Ron Hunt, Member 
 

I had an opportunity to say thank you to the Ganaraska Hiking Trail 
Club on Saturday by volunteering to help with trail grooming on the 
Midland Section near Reeves and Vasey Roads. I enjoyed the 
conversations with my new co-workers. I mentioned that I was three-
quarters of the way through an end to end of the Ganaraska Hiking 
Trail which has taken me from Devil’s Glen to Lindsay (with the 
exception of QE ll Wildlands, too many bugs until September.)  
 
The natural question that followed was “What area did you like best?”  
My answer was, “This area right here.”  That is the Midland and Oro-
Medonte Sections between Peter St. (south of Vasey Rd.)  to Reeves 

Rd near Granny White Rd. The reasons for that choice were easy. The mix of pristine forest and quiet 
farm fields is soothing to the soul and a treat to the eye. What makes this section unique from other 
similar sections is the tranquility. This is a low use trail; I did not meet another hiker.  In fact, there is 
so little traffic that in some areas there is no path. The route is well marked though, and in those areas 
the hike became a game of orienteering, moving forward from one blaze to the next.  
 
I was asked why the Copeland Forest for example was not at the top of the list. My answer, and I 
acknowledge that each of us has different priorities, was that it has so many nice trails that it also 
attracts more people, horses and bikes on heavily travelled wide groomed pathways and roads. 
 
Those of us who live in the area have a treasure in our back yard. I am forever grateful to our local 
organization for developing and maintaining the Midland section and to the land owners who allow us 
to enjoy this hidden local treasure. 
 
P.S.   My second favourite location is Wasaga Beach Provincial Park (16 KM between Mosley St. and 
Zoo Park Rd.) because it is such an interesting and different landscape hidden inside an urban centre. 
 
 

Thank you from Oro-Medonte 
By Christine Cornu, President 

 

We would like to send our heartfelt thanks to two members of the Oro-Medonte Club, Bob and Lois 
Marshall.  They were members of the Oro Trails Hiking Club which joined the Ganaraska Hiking 
Association in 1995 to become the Ganaraska Oro-Medonte Hiking Club.  Bob served two times as 
president, Lois served as vice-president and then secretary from 2008 until 2021.  Lois and Bob were 
avid hikers all their lives.  They completed the Bruce and Ganaraska Trails End to End and have hiked 
in many places such as France and Cuba, to name a few.  
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Both Bob and Lois knew all the trails so well we (almost) 
never got redirected.  Bob was always very encouraging 
when towards the end of a long hike he would say that 
there were “no more hills” and invariably we would 
believe him until we saw another hill in the distance.  
Guest speakers were always happy to be involved in our 
annual meetings as Bob and Lois would present them with 
a bottle of their own homemade maple syrup.  The 
executive always appreciated Lois’ meticulous and prompt 
minutes as well as her club promotions in the local media.  
Bob was very involved with trail blazing and maintenance 
of the Oro-Medonte section.  He was also very prominent 
in forming Copeland Forest Friends to help protect this 
lovely forest in Oro-Medonte.   
 
Every Christmas they generously opened their home to us for a pot-luck.  First Bob would lead us on a 
hike around their beautiful wooded property, then after a delicious meal and before anyone was 
allowed to go home Lois would play the piano as we all sang Christmas carols.  Such fun! 
 
Everyone who had the pleasure of hiking with them cannot thank Bob and Lois enough for their great 
contribution to the Oro-Medonte Hiking Club.  Thank you! 
 
 

CLUB REPORTS 
 

Barrie 
By Liz Erwin, President and  
John Sloan/Sue Lee, Directors  

As we enter into the fall, the clubs have finally 
returned to scheduling hikes. The Barrie Club has 
started scheduling hikes in early September. This 
is very much welcomed by the club members. 
Although we have not been scheduling hikes due 
to the Pandemic lockdowns, this has not deterred 
avid hikers from getting out an enjoying the trails, 
nor deterred new members from joining the 
Barrie Club.  

As stated in previous reports, we had a number of 
projects that we were hoping to complete. Due to 
COVID-19 it was decided to focus on two projects, 
the recruitment of new leaders, and trail maintenance. I am happy to report that we have five members 
who have stepped up and would like to take part in leading hikes. This will be a wonderful addition to 
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our leader list. John Sloan has agreed to offer a Hike Leader Tutorial to assist new leaders to begin 
leading. It is hoped that in the near future Hike Ontario will offer a Hike Leader certificate course.  

As for the trail maintenance project, our reliable and dedicated trail maintainers did get out to clean 
up the trails and touch up the blazes and because of this, I did receive from club members emails stating 
that the trails were well maintained and easy to follow. In addition to the ongoing trail maintenance, 
the members who are involved in trail maintenance are reviewing the water crossings on the Old 
Second South to Gill Road section of the trail. This is something that we will get back to in the near 
future. A team has been organized to review the numerous crossings and what action would be 
necessary and appropriate to undertake.  

As I close this report, I would like to extend heartful thanks to all the courageous and dedicated Health 
Care Workers for keeping us safe and well.  

Kawartha 
By Fred Kooy, President 
 

As a club we continued to be significantly restricted by COVID-19. We have offered a very restricted 
number of group hikes available to club members only abiding by the COVID restrictions/protocol. 
During the summer months, our two hike co-ordinators successfully ran a total of 4 organized hikes. In 
the interim, many of our membership have continued to remain active via hiking, cycling and paddling 
individually and small groups. 
 
Unfortunately, we were unable to engage in our traditional spring and summer social gathering events 
and look forward to a future where we can once again gather for group hikes and social events. We 
held our annual general meeting in June 2021 via Zoom. We welcomed two new members to our 
executive. Janice has accepted the role of weekday hike co-ordination and Evelyn has accepted the 
position of secretary/treasurer. Our thanks to the retiring members Ken and Dianne for their ongoing 
strong support. 
 
Upcoming events:  Fall hikes:  While closely monitoring the progression of the COVID 4th wave - we 
aspire to offer a monthly schedule of group hikes involving one scheduled hike per week alternating 
weekend vs weekday. A monthly schedule will be forwarded to all members outlying planned 
excursions. A reminder email notice will be sent to all members 5-7 days prior to the hike providing 
details of the hike and preregistration requirements. Hikes will be limited to club members only. 
 
An annual trail maintenance event is scheduled for Sept 25/21. This is an opportunity to refresh the 
trails and travel more remote sections of the trail not frequently accessed during our scheduled events. 
 

Mad River  
By Sharon Striegl, President 

It's been a slow start for our club with the lockdown.  We started off with a few great hikes early spring 

that had to be cut short due to everything being stopped due to COVID. Trail clearing started in early 
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spring using chainsaws, as some of our wetter trails suffer from trees continually coming down due to 

strong winds and these needed to be removed as they were blocking our trails.  As well, with the wet 

summer we have had, all flora and fauna has been loving it.  Trail maintenance began in August and 

continued on in order to have the trails "hike ready" for the fall.  A BIG thank you to all of my volunteers 

for all of your hard work!!! 

We received good news just 

recently.  The County of Simcoe will 

finally address the old abandoned rail line 

that runs from Utopia to Stayner.  Work 

will commence in 2022 with new parking 

lots being made and the old rail line being 

removed and the track made into a 

multipurpose trail.  Yipppee!   

This summer, we started biking 

weekly.  There are many areas to bike 

and our inaugural ride was led by David 

Little who led us in and around 

Collingwood with a "refreshment" stop at 

one of the local breweries.  Always good 

to have something cold on a hot day. 

We are fortunate to have great hike leaders; Catherine, David and our newest certified leader, Anhong 

MacNeil.  Way to go An!!  Thank you everyone for leading hikes as the fall hiking season is looking to 

be a very fun and exciting one!  

Looking forward to the future of good friends, great hikes/outings and lots of fun. 
 
 

Midland  
By Marc Vallee, President 
 
It’s been another COVID year, who would have thought this would still be going on. We have made 
some progress on the trail front though. Frieda has been diligent in her pursuit of expanding our trail 
system in the Tiny Marsh. She has been successful in convincing their board members to allow us to 
blaze two loops on their existing trails. This will give end to enders a better view of the marsh. This has 
been completed with the help of Larry Piitz, our trails coordinator and all his helpers. They have also 
maintained the rest of our trails to keep them in good shape. Good work everyone!! 
 
We have many hikes planned for the fall and are hopeful we will get suitable snow for our winter 
snowshoeing. Hopefully this is the start of getting our lives back on track to some kind of normalcy. 
Stay safe everyone and happy hiking. 
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Orillia 

By Carol Strickland, President 
 
Orillia is blessed with nearby Simcoe County Forest 
tracts, which have many hiking and biking trails.  This 
has provided many enjoyable hours for small groups 
of hikers over the spring and summer.  The club has 
begun posting hikes to the Google Calendar, and 
Paul McCreath has instituted an additional regular 
hike, 1 hour, on Monday mornings.  This has been 
quite popular.  He continues to offer his 2 hour hike 
on Tuesdays going to many different venues nearby.  
Tito Faria, and Bob and Mary Wilson have offered 
informal bike rides through the summer as well.   
 
As this is being written, Isabelle Lloyd, our Hike Co-ordinator, is drawing up a fall schedule of hikes to 
be published in this newsletter, and which will be posted on Google Calendar on the website, along 
with additional ad-hoc hikes that we are able to offer.   
 
We are introducing some new signage for parts of the trail, (including the new blue side trail that 
follows the former main trail to the point at which we have lost access to private land).  Although this 
side trail is only just over a km both ways, it should be a welcome add-on to the hike from the 12th of 
Oro-Medonte to the end of the blue side trail.   Bob Wilson, our Trail Maintenance Coordinator, has 
plans for a trail maintenance outing in the fall. 
 
As always, it takes many people volunteering their time to lead, do maintenance, post signs, co-
ordinate hikes, etc., and I remain grateful for the support they provide to our club.  Now let’s get the 
hiking back into full swing!!! 
 
 

Oro-Medonte 
By Christine Cornu, President 

We look forward to seeing familiar faces again; other people who are as excited about hiking as our 
hike leaders are in leading them on hikes through the woods, along rivers, up and down hills.  Autumn 
is a beautiful time of year and we will hopefully be able to take full advantage by going out and enjoying 
Mother Nature.  

We have an Oro-Medonte Facebook page now.  I would like to thank Alana and Heather for helping 
me set this up.   I would also like to thank two people who have contributed so very much to our club 
for many, many years.  Bob and Lois Marshall have stepped down from the executive committee.  We 
will miss their presence, their hiking knowledge, their enthusiasm for hiking.  We are not saying 
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goodbye to them as they will join us whenever they can.  We are saying ‘Thank you so very, very much 
for everything you have done over the years for hiking!’  

Our club does not hike in July and 
August but started again in 
September.  We have some great hikes 
scheduled for our regular Sunday 
afternoon or alternative Monday 
outings. At the time of writing this 
report we have to follow all COVID 
rules and keep in mind the number of 
people allowed on a hike.  

Be happy . . . . hike!   
 

 

Pine Ridge 
By Jim Edwards, Trail Director PRHC 

At Bill’s request, here is my brief report on our trail ..... all 60 plus kms stretching from Port Hope Town 
Hall to Cross Winds Road (slightly west of Omemee). Our trail is divided into 15 sections and is 
maintained by in excess of 25 volunteers depending on what needs to be done. 
 
Last year we ran a less robust campaign of maintenance and things that were important to do were 
done and the result was good considering the whole COVID thing. 
 
This year I am happy to report that my team has come through once again and by the time this 

newsletter has gone out that all 
sections have been inspected, painted 
trimmed and generally been put in 
good order. Our most difficult 
sections all in the first 20 kms have 
needed as always much trimming, 
scything and extra effort. This is due to 
being on pathways cutting through 
private property.  Thanks to our 
collection of willing landowners we 
are able to continue to have our trail 
pass through much more interesting 
terrain than just rural roads. (Not that 
there is anything bad about rural 
roads.) 

 
The good news is I have discovered a few more of our members who have enjoyed using the brush 
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scythe which is great. Very good exercise as well! We now have access to three scythes ... quiet, 
environmental and great for one’s health as well as the waistline.  
 
We all are looking forward to the resumption of “normal hike schedules” and the experience of hiking 
outside safely with all of our hiking friends. 
 

 

Wasaga Beach 
By Irene Bell, President 

Summer 2021 has been a full season of hiking for the club despite COVID restrictions. We have hiked 

out of town trails for the most part and 

over to the Niagara Escarpment for hikes 

on the Bruce Trail and some local 

Collingwood Trails along the waterfront 

and Black Ash Creek. The Pretty River 

Plateau hike with some marvellous views 

over the Pretty River Valley and 

Nottawasaga Bay is the highest point on 

the Bruce Trail. We find the more for less 

method is working  - the more hikes we can 

offer the fewer hikers and safer the hike. 

End to end hikes are still not on the 

agenda.  We look forward to some great            

hiking and fall colours in the coming 

weeks.  

 

Wilderness 
By Rob Halupka – President 
 
The past few months have been busy behind the scenes and in front of our screens for the Wilderness 
Club, although a bit on the quiet side in terms of guided group hikes. The headline story is the new 
floating bridge which is being featured as a stand-alone story; however, I am delighted to have other 
noteworthy developments to report. 
 
The Wilderness Club management team has been beefed up and is now firing on all cylinders as our 
executive committee members settle into their new roles. This is especially important because 
we’ve welcomed several new members and trail use in QEII has exponentially grown. We also have a 
flight of new hike leaders who have been earning their spurs by taking Hike Ontario's "Certified Hike 
Leader" training plus a Remote First Aid course; this keen and capable crew will feature prominently in 
our forthcoming hike schedule to be released in early September. The new hike leaders include Cara 
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Oleksuik, Carolyn Humphreys, Dan Myall, Laura Dailly and Neil Runnalls; while the old hands comprise 
Glynn Richardson, Jacquie Van Dyke, Robert Campbell, Rob Halupka and Tanya Cora. 

 

Our gorgeous new Wilderness trail badge designed by our own Dani Shaw is now 
available. For you badge collectors out there, you'll want to complete the 
Wilderness Club end-to-end hike to add this beauty to your collection. Hike leader 
and past-president Robert Campbell was the first to lay claim to the new badge. 
 
The western end of the Wilderness Trail has been in a state of disarray ever since 

we lost trail access on the final leg to the western terminus at the Sadowa cemetery. Other trail options 
may arise at some point in the future, but we have decided to move on and recognize the 17 km of 
backcountry road - specifically Black River Road (the last 10k is seasonal) and Chisholm Trail - as the 
official main/white trail route connecting Victoria Bridge to Sadowa. To that end, Trail Director Neil 
Runnalls organized a work party including Jacquie Van Dyke and Diane Ploss to blaze the road route 
with white paint to conform to the trail as laid out in the updated Ondago maps. There is more work 
to be done, especially the High Falls/Ragged Rapids trail system which is long overdue for some TLC 
and repainting the blazes from white to blue. 
 
Our spring and summer hike program was very much curtailed due partly to COVID concerns but also 
to limited appetite for hiking in summer heat along with biting bugs (mosquitoes & deer flies) that are 
a fact of life in the Wilderness environment. Hats off to Laura Dailly, Neil Runnalls and Glynn Richardson 
for leading hikes in July & August. Meanwhile, Hike Coordinator Laura is lighting a fire under all the 
hike leaders to fill in the Hike Schedule for Sept/Oct/Nov/Dec. Stay tuned, folks...we are entering the 
prime hiking season when the weather is much more comfortable for wilderness hikes and the bugs 
are banished until next year. 
 
Speaking of hiking programs and new members, anyone new to wilderness hiking or needing a nudge 
you maybe interested in a Sunday Sister Saunter, a hike series being offered by new hike leaders 
Carolyn and Laura. They will be offering a unique perspective to exploring the QEII side trails to new 
members and hikers wanting to “go feral”. 
 
Sunday Sister Saunter with Carolyn and Laura 
Imagine a hike series that gradually builds distance, terrain and confidence in a truly wild place only a 
couple of hours beyond the Toronto Region. Starting September 26 to December 16th new hike 
leaders Carolyn and Laura will explore the side trails (blue blazes) in QEII Wildlands Provincial Park over 
six Sundays. Hikers are welcome to join us on all or any of the hikes. 
 
Our first hike, while short in distance (2k) will be long on connection. This initial hike will include a 
movement workshop at the trailhead and an introduction to forest therapy at Crane Lake lookout. Post 
hike we will gather at Summerkiss for refreshments and a chance to “ask us anything”. Ideally there 
will be snow on the ground for our final 16km hike on December 12 at the west end of the park.  
 
These hikes are led by women who love to play outdoors and understand the careful balance required 
to find time for healthy selfishness. We’ve outgrown our “quarantine” days and are looking for folks 
who want to laugh, challenge themselves and enjoy being mother nature’s guest. If you are double 
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vaxxed hiker who prefers life together then you are welcome to join the entire series or select date(s) 
that match your ability. We’re in no rush to get anywhere, (well actually there is dirty laundry) but we’d 
like to hike with others who enjoy the journey. 
 
SIX HIKES Wilderness Side trails 
 
September 26 - Fire Tower Trail 2k loop  
October 10 - Scrabble Mt  17k there and back 
October 31 - Queens Corridor 19k one way (TBD car shuttle COVID protocol) 
November 14 - Montgomery Creek 12k loop 
November 28 - Sheldon Circumnavigation 17k loop 
December 16 - Ragged Rapids 16k loop 
 
Registration will be offered to new wilderness club members first.  
 

Comfortable Hiking Holidays 
 Hike an adventure. Rest in comfort. 

 

Toll free 1 (866) 449-1908 info@letshike.com   www.letshike.com 
 

ADVENTURES BRING 
JOY 

 

…And we can all use a little joy in our lives after the 
past couple of years!   

 

Although we may not be back to “normal” just yet, we 
can permit ourselves to start dreaming of hiking 

adventures again in 2022.   
 

We have been busy securing services, adapting our 
terms & conditions, and setting the scene for a safe 

return to travel, and we cannot wait to have you join us 
again. 

 

Where are some of the places we plan to 
take you next year? 

 

Dominica * Portugal * Japan * Ireland 

Amalfi Coast (Italy) * Corfu (Greece) 
Provence & Cote d’Azur (France) 

Kenya * Tour du Mont Blanc 
Galapagos Islands * Slovenija 

 

Now’s the time to put your name on our  
INTERESTED LIST, and we will notify you when we are 

ready to accept reservations for a particular trip  
(no obligation necessary). 

  

UNTIL THEN… 
 

We would love to keep you informed and engaged.  
Here are 3 easy ways to keep in touch that would  

benefit us both:  
 

1. Follow us on Facebook.  

We post daily on topics such as hiking tips & tricks, 
travel information, gear reviews, trip announcements 
and so much more. Plus, we’re pretty entertaining       

 

2. Follow me on Instagram. 

Want to see amazing photos? Follow @maddhiker on 
Instagram. Maddhiker - that's me! Full disclosure - I 
sometimes also post pictures of my family and dogs.  

 

3. Sign up for our monthly e-newsletter. 
Email us at info@letshike.com and ask to be put on 

our mailing list. You can unsubscribe any time, and 
we will never share your information with anyone. 

 
 

Some of the best memories are 
made in hiking boots! 

We look forward to hiking with you again soon!  

TICO # 50023501 & #50023502 
 
 

mailto:info@letshike.com
http://www.letshike.com/
mailto:info@letshike.com
https://www.facebook.com/Comfortable-Hiking-Holidays-163165239595/
https://www.instagram.com/maddhiker/
mailto:info@letshike.com
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FALL 2021 HIKE SCHEDULES 
 

During the pandemic, individual hike leaders may choose to 
restrict attendance at their hikes to hikers who are fully 
vaccinated. Please check with the hike leader, or see the 
updated hike information on the Google Calendar, 
registration apps, or email information closer to the time of 
the planned hike. 
 
All GHTA members are encouraged to take part in any of the 
hikes, regardless of which club they belong to. The club 
which is organizing the hike is listed under the date of that 
hike. Call the leader if the weather is at all questionable in 
case the outing has been cancelled. Wear suitable footwear 
and clothing, and bring snacks/drink/lunch. In most cases, 
the hiking level is indicated as Easy, Moderate, Difficult and, 
on occasion, Challenging. 

 
Important Notice: Unpaid volunteers conduct events. Anyone participating in these events, or making 
use of the trail in any way, does so at their own risk. The Wilderness section should only be hiked with 
an approved Ganaraska Hiking Trail leader. 
 
During the pandemic, event organizers and hike leaders are encouraged to have their 
hikers/participants provide contact information. Waivers must be signed by non-members before 
each hike; members sign a blanket waiver as part of their membership renewal. 
 
 

BARRIE FALL 2021 HIKES 

We are continuing to schedule hikes on an ongoing basis for the fall. Please check the GHTA website 
calendar regularly to see what hikes are scheduled. COVID19 protocols will be in place on all hikes and 
hikers must pre-register for hikes. 
 

KAWARTHA FALL 2021 HIKES 
 

In consultation with our executive, the Kawartha Club has decided to progress carefully with scheduled 
hikes. Our hike co-ordinators are currently formulating an ad hoc hike routine for the summer months. 
In the fall we intend to devise a hike schedule monthly as the Pandemic continues to evolve. Kawartha 
Club members will receive ongoing communications as hikes are offered. 
 
 
 

 

Hiker's Code 
• Respect private property 

• Stay on the trail 

• Cross fences using stiles 

• Carry out all garbage 

• Walk around the edge of fields 

• Protect wildlife, trees and shrubs 

• Never strip bark from trees 

• When hiking on the trail on your own, 

keep dogs on a leash near farms and 

where required by law 

• Dogs are NOT permitted on group hikes 

unless otherwise specified 
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MAD RIVER FALL 2021 HIKES 

Monday, October 4, 2021 - 10:00 a.m. 
Big Head River, Meaford 
The hike starts at beautiful Joe Park and follows the east side of the Big Head River.  We cross a 

bridge and continue on the west side of the river.  We go by ruins of a power station and historical 
plaques informing of John Muir's time at Trout Hollow. 

Start:  Joe Park, 162 Edwin Street, Meaford 
Distance:  11 km 
Terrain:  Easy 
CONTACT:  David Little  705-606-1077    
 
Monday, October 11th 2021 – 10:00 am 
Mono Cliffs: 
We will drive to Mono Cliffs village and park in the municipal lot behind the Recreation Centre. 
This hike features varied terrain, some great views, and hilly sections. Footing is primarily good but 

rough in places. Poles may be helpful. Bring a snack or lunch and water. Terrain: Moderate 
Distance: 10km 
CONTACT:  Catherine Trembling – 416-655-2021  
Map: https://www.google.com/maps/@44.0263878,-80.0740028,17z 
 
Monday, October 18th, 2021 - 10:30 a.m. 
Wasaga Beach, Notty River 
Start:  904 Veterans Way 
We will meet on Veterans Way Road at the trail head and hike through the trails towards the 

Nottawasaga River where we will have great views of the oxbow.  Lunch will be alongside the river 
with more great views.  This is an easy hike with some hills.  Bring water, snacks, lunch.  

Distance:  2-1/2 to 3 hour hike 
Terrain:  Easy with some hills 
CONTACT:  Sharon Striegl  705-351-1571   
 
Monday, October 25, 2021 - 10:00 a.m. 
Duncan Loop 
START:  Metcalf Parking Lot, 415400-415598 10 Line 
This is a loop hike with lots of ups and downs with fine views of Pinnacle Rock and Metcalf Rock. 
Distance:  10 km 
Terrain:  Moderate 
CONTACT:  David Little, 705-606-1077     
 
Monday, November 1st, 2021 – 10:00 am 
Harrison Park-Inglis Falls 
We will park in Harrison Park in Owen Sound and start hiking towards the spectacular Inglis Falls. On 

our way back, we will follow the Palisades Side Trail taking us back to Harrison Park. This is a 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/162+Edwin+Street,+Meaford?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/@44.0263878,-80.0740028,17z
https://www.google.com/maps/search/904+Veterans+Way?entry=gmail&source=g
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beautiful hike with varied terrain. You can bring snacks and water or, you have the option of 
having lunch at the Harrison Park Inn Restaurant. 

Terrain: Moderate 
Distance: 9-10km 
CONTACT:  Catherine Trembling – 416-655-2021 
 Map: https://www.google.com/maps/@44.5446722,-80.9396223,17z 
 
Monday, November 8, 2021 - 10:00 a.m. 
Brentwood to Glencairn Conservation Area 
Start:  Parking lot on 6/7 sideroad north of Sunnidale/Tosorontio townline, Simcoe County Forest 
This hike begins in the Simcoe County forest in the Brentwood area where we will hike through the 

forest and then taking a short road hike to the Glencairn Conservation Area which follows the 
Mad River to our lunch spot at the river's edge.  This is a fairly easy hike and the river views are 
scenic. 

Distance:  3 hour hike 
Terrain:  Easy 
CONTACT:  Sharon Striegl  705-351-1571   
 
Monday, November 15 2021 - 10:00 a.m. 
Glen Huron to Keyhole 
Start:  Glen Huron 
The hike starts from the parking lot south of Hamilton Bros. Feed Mill.  We will hike the Mad River 

Side Trail to the Ganaraska Cairn and then go south onto the Bruce Trail passing by several 
lookouts until we reach the Key Hole Side Trail.  We return on the Betty Carter and Hamilton Bros. 
Side Trail before continuing down the hill to Glen Huron on the Mad River Side Trail. 

Distance:  10 km 
Terrain:  Moderate 
CONTACT:  David Little  705-606-1077    
 
Monday, November 22nd, 2021 – 10:00 am 
Franks Kiln/Wedding Tree/Standing Rock 
An enjoyable hike along the white blazed trail through the upper escarpment. 
Weather permitting, we will descend to the Standing Rock Side Trail where the trail becomes more 

challenging and quite the climb. After enjoying the view of Standing Rock in all its magnificence, 
we climb up and over rocks and through cracks and crevices! 

Once at the top, we continue to close the loop before heading back. 
Medium Terrain: Moderate/Strenuous 
Distance: 10 - 12km Catherine Trembling – 416-655-2021 
We will park on Conc. 10 South Nottawasaga (junction 91) 
 
Monday, November 29th 2021 - 10:00 a.m. 
Carruthers Conservation Area 
Start:  Parking lot at Simcoe County forest on Centre Line Road, New Lowell 

https://www.google.com/maps/@44.5446722,-80.9396223,17z
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This hike will start at the Simcoe County parking lot on Centre Line and we will follow the trail to 
Avening where we then continue on through to the Conservation area following the Mad 
River.  Lunch can either be alongside the river or back at the Conservation Area pavilion. 

Distance:  3 hours 
Terrain:  Easy 
CONTACT:  Sharon Striegl  705-351-1571   
 
Monday, December 6, 2021 - 10:00 a.m. 
Monument Hill, Wasaga Beach 
START:  2300 Klondike Park Road, Wasaga Beach 
This is a loop hike with several short, steep climbs over the Cranberry cross-country ski trails. 
Distance:  9 km 
Terrain:  Moderate 
CONTACT:  David Little  705-606-1077    
 
Monday, December 13th, 2021 – 10:00 am 
John Haigh Loop We will drive to the intersection of the 2nd Line and the 6th Sideroad (Gibraltar). 

This is a loop hike with great views from the Escarpment. We will return to the cars along 2nd 
Line. 

Bring a snack and water. Terrain: Moderate 
Distance: 7 km Catherine Trembling – 416-655-2021 
 https://www.hikingproject.com/trail/7053249/john-haigh-side-trail 
 
Monday, December 20th, 2021 - 10:00 a.m. 
Glen Huron 
Start:  Giffens Country Market, Glen Huron 
We will start on a side trail leading through nice stands of cedar trees which follow the Mad River 

and connect onto the main trail taking us south.  On returning to beginning, there is an option to 
go into the Country Market for a hot beverage and a sweet treat. 

Distance:  2-1/2 to 3 hours 
Terrain:  Easy with some climbs through the apple orchard. 
CONTACT:  Sharon Striegl  705-351-1571 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/2300+Klondike+Park+Road,+Wasaga+Beach?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.hikingproject.com/trail/7053249/john-haigh-side-trail
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MIDLAND FALL 2021 HIKES 
 

Midland Hikers usually meet at Mountainview Parking Lot, County Road 93, Midland, in front of the 
Food Basic Store.  During this period weekday hikes will be Wednesday at 1pm. For these weekday 
hikes we do not list destinations, as they are decided at random. These hikes are moderate and 
usually 2 hours long.  
 
Weekend meeting times vary, depending on destination. It is always recommended to contact hike 
leader for details or changes before the hike, especially alternate details. Our weekly emails will also 
notify you of our activities.  
 
Pre-registration may be required for some hikes. Also, social distancing and mask wearing (when 
within 2 m separation or for carpooling) is still required, as per COVID-19 public health regulations. 
 
Recreational Biking and Canoe/Kayak outings will continue next Spring. 
 
SATURDAY OCT. 2, 2021 
Oro Medonte End-End hike “badge” hike (part 1)  MODERATE 
8 km. Details to be announced 
Contact Frieda: 705-245-1005 
 
SUNDAY OCT. 3, 2021  
Blueberry Plains Hike –Wasaga Beach Area   MODERATE 
Some hills. Bring lunch 
Meet 10am. Midland Food Basics 
Contact Marc: 705-527-1967 
 
SATURDAY OCT. 9, 2021     MODERATE 
Oro Medonte End to End “badge” hike (part 2) 
10+ km. Details to be announced 
Contact Frieda: 705-245-1005 
 
SATURDAY OCT. 16, 23 and 30, 2021    MODERATE 
Tiny End-to End ““badge” hikes including the new reroute through Tiny Marsh 
Details to be announced 
Contact Frieda 705-245-1005 
 
SUNDAY OCT. 17, 2021     EASY 
Hike Sturgeon River Loop –Rosemount Rd. 
Meet at Midland Food Basics 1pm  
or on Rosemount & hwy 12 at 1:15 
Easy 2 hour hike 
Contact Simone: 705-209-2526 
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SUNDAY OCT.24, 2021     MODERATE+ 
Schumacher Tract (Oro Moraine Tract) 
6km thru mature hardwood forest to lookout.  
Some elevations 
Meet 1pm at Coulson Store (Horseshoe Valley Rd.) 
Contact Kim: 705-327-2033 or 705-828-2033 cell 
Or Joe. 705-279-1518 
 
SATURDAY NOV. 6, 2021 
Kettle Lake hike in Awenda P.P.    EASY/MODERATE 
Meet 1pm in Midland Food Basics 
Or 1:30 at Farlain Lake Rd. (Back entrance) 
Contact Marilyn: 705-527-0256 
 
SATURDAY NOV. 13,  20 and 27, 2021   MODERATE + 
Barrie End to End “badge” hikes (3 parts) 
Details to be announced 
Contact Frieda: 705-245-1005 
 
SUNDAY NOV. 14, 2021 
Hutchinson Tract Hike (Oro Moraine)   MODERATE 
6-7 KM.  Mature Forest 
Meet at 1pm. At Coulson Store (Horseshoe Valley Rd) 
Contact Kim:  705-327-2033 or 828-2033 (Cell) 
 
SUNDAY NOV. 21, 2021 
Sawlog Bay Area Hike6-8 km    EASY TO MODERATE 
Meet 12:30 pm Midland Food Basics 
Contact Deb. 705-1717 
 
SUNDAY NOV. 28, 2021     MODERATE 
Thunder Beach Conc.19 Hike 6-8 km 
Meet 1pm Midland Food Basics 
Contact: Marc: 705-527-1967 
 
SUNDAY DEC. 5, 2021      EASY 
Silver Creek/Slessor Tract –Oro Medonte 7km. 
Meet 1pm Coulson Store (Horseshoe Valley Rd.) 
Contact Kim: 705-327-2033 or 705-828-2033 
Or Joe: 705-279-1518 
 
SUNDAY DEC. 19, 2021 EASY 
Local Christmas Light Hike  
Meet: 6:30 pm at Midland Food Basics 
Contact Edda:  705-427-3460 

SATURDAY JAN. 1/2022  EASY 
Annual New Year’s Day Hike 
Meet: 1pm, Location to be announced. 
Contact: Marc: 705-527-1967 
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ORILLIA FALL 2021 HIKES  
 

NOTE: PRE-REGISTRATION WITH THE HIKE LEADER IS REQUIRED FOR EVERY HIKE THIS FALL. 
Ganaraska Hiking Club members will be given preference. Leaders may limit the number of 
participants. COVID protocols will be in place: maintain social distance (wear masks when not 
possible), step 6 feet off trail if passing/meeting others, carpool only with maximum 2 non-household 
riders per vehicle (seated diagonally opposite, wearing masks, windows open), and please stay home 
if you have symptoms of illness. 
 
Pre-Registration must be done by the night before the hike. Remember to leave your full name and 
phone number in any message to the hike leader. 
 
Additional Hikes and Updates—Refer to the Google Calendar on the Ganaraska website for current 
information. 
 
EVERY MONDAY  <EASY>  1 hr 
Local Hike 
9:00 am (usually): Meet at Willow Court. 
Maximum 10 hikers. 
Must pre-register: Paul  705-325-6001 
 
EVERY TUESDAY  <EASY>  2 hr 
Local Hike 
9:00 am (usually): Meet at Willow Court. 
Maximum 10 hikers. 
Must pre-register:  Paul  705-325-6001 
 
Saturday, October 2  <MODERATE>  14 km 
Limberlost Forest 
9:00 am: Meet at side parking lot of Dollar Tree at Orillia Square Mall. 
Hike around several small lakes in Limberlost Forest. Bring lunch and water. Hiking boots and hiking 
poles are required due to rough terrain. Maximum 15 hikers. 
Must pre-register: Bob or Mary  705-330-5107  
 
Saturday, October 16  <MODERATE>  14 km 
Bruce Trail, Blue Mountain Section 
8:00 am: Meet at Willow Court -OR- 
9:00 am: Meet at Stayner Beer Store. 
Hike at a moderate pace, with some hills and an interesting side trail. Bring lunch and water—count 
on a full day. There will be a short detour after the hike to purchase freshly picked apples in the 
Duntroon area ☺ 
Must pre-register: Isobel  705-325-6578 
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Saturday, October 23  <EASY>  8 km 
Hardy Lake 
8:30 am: Meet at side parking lot of Dollar Tree at Orillia Square Mall. 
Hike the lovely Hardy Lake Trail between Gravenhurst and Bala. It’s a club favourite, and there should 
still be some fall colours. Bring lunch and water. Maximum 15 hikers. 
Must pre-register: Fern  705-325-2952 
 
Saturday, October 30  <MODERATE>  14.6 km max 
Cooper’s Falls Trail 
10:00 am: Meet at the trailhead on Cooper’s Falls Road. 
Parking coordinates: 44.79042-79.22534 
Hike this beautiful part of the Trans Canada Great Trail for 5–6 hours, out and back, through a varied 
terrain of barrens, rocky areas, swamps, bush and unbridged streams. Hike may be shortened if the 
group prefers. Wear hiking boots; gators are recommended. Bring lunch and water. 
Must pre-register: Sheryl  705-706-1559 
 
Saturday, November 6  <EASY>  2–2.5 hr 
Bike Trails 
10:00 am: Meet at Power Line parking lot on the south side of Bass Lake Sideroad between the 7th 
and 8th concessions. 
Hike on winding bike trails at a slow pace. Bring water. 
Must pre-register: Isabelle  705-326-8082 
 
Saturday, November 13  <EASY to MODERATE>  4 hr 
Bracebridge Resource Management Centre 
9:00 am: Meet at side parking lot of Dollar Tree at Orillia Square Mall -OR- 
9:45 am: Meet at Bracebridge Resource Management Centre. 
Hike on beautiful trails, with some rolling hills, winding through a forest on the Muskoka River. Bring 
plenty of water, snacks and lunch. Maximum 15 hikers. 
Must pre-register: Carol  705-325-1065 
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ORO-MEDONTE FALL 2021 HIKES 
 

All members welcome to join any of the hikes. Please bring drinking water on all hikes; hiking boots 
and poles are recommended.  COVID rules will apply. 
 
Monday, October 4  EASY - MODERATE   8 km 4 hours  
Hardy Lake Provincial Park 
10:00 am  Meet at Hardy Lake – 2346 Muskoka District Road 169, Torrance. Poles are suggested. Mostly 
flat terrain.  Bring a lunch. 
Must contact Sue 705-722-0395 or Christine 705-733-3825 
 
Sunday, October 17  MODERATE  2 km and 3 km  2 – 2 1/2 hours 
Matchedash Bay & Sturgeon River 
1:30 pm Meet at 2665-2667 Kinnear Sideroad, Waubaushene. Hike the Matchedash Bay Loop Trail and 
then drive to Sturgeon River Forest Loop Trail. (south of 1428 Rosemount Road) 
Must contact Wayne 705-718-1043 or Pierre 705-733-2078 
 
Monday, October 25   MODERATE-DIFFICULT  8.7 km 3-4 hours 
Monument Hill 
10:00 am  Meet at 2294 Klondike Park Rd, Wasaga Beach. 
This will be a 3 hour hike with some hill climbing through the forest. Poles are suggested. Bring a lunch. 
Must contact Pierre 705-733-2078 or Kim 705-721-0502 
 
Sunday, October 31   MODERATE   5.2 Km   2 hours 
Ardagh Bluffs 
1:30 pm Meet at Holly Meadows Elementary School parking lot at 151 Mapleton Ave. 
Must contact Christine 705-733-3825 or Gerda 705-722-8568 
 
Monday, November 8 MODERATE 6.8 Km & 4.4 km 4 hours 
Steam Whistle Trail & East Coulson Swamp Reserve (Schumaker Trail) 
10:00 am Meet just east of Line 7 on Bass Lake Road. Poles are suggested. Bring a lunch.  East Coulson 
Swamp hike will follow at 510 Bass Lake Sideroad East. (between Line 8 & 9) 
Must contact Wayne 705-718-0143 or Kim 705-721-0502 
 
Sunday, November 14   MODERATE – EASY 5 Km 2 hours 
Tiffin Conversation Area 
1:30 pm Meet at 8195 8th Line Essa Township at the parking lot near the road. There is a parking fee. 
Must contact Gerda 705-722-8568 or Sue 705-722-0395 
 
Monday, November 22   MODERATE 6 km 2-3 hours 
Midhurst Community Center 
10:00 am Meet at the Midhurst Community Centre (74 Doran Rd in Springwater). Bring a lunch 
Must contact Gerda 705-722-8568 or Christine 705-733-3825 
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Sunday, November 28   EASY  4 km  2 hours 
Church Woods Trail Barrie 
1:30 pm Meet at the parking lot on Oro-Medonte Line 2, Shanty Bay (near Ridge Road West). 
Must contact Sue 705-722-0395 or Pat 705-733-2078    
 
Monday, December 6  MODERATE some hills  9 km 4-5 hours 
Mulmur Hills 
10:00 am Meet at the Bruce Trail Parking area on 1st Line E of Mulmur (Mansfield). 
Directions: Airport Road South toward Mansfield turning right at the lights in Mansfield onto 10 
Sideroad, continuing on the 10th until you reach 1st Line E. Turn left onto 1st Line with parking lot on 
the left or east side of road.  Poles are suggested. Bring a lunch. 
Must contact Pat or Pierre at 705-733-2078 
 
Sunday, December 12 
Mystery Hike and Pot Luck  
4:00 pm  Phone ahead for details of the hike. 
5:30 pm  Potluck supper at 2056 Brown Rd, Springwater (Drury Residence).  Bring a prepared salad or 
main course or dessert to feed 8.  
Must register with Kim 705-721-0502 or Christine 705-733-3825 by Friday, December 10. 
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PINE RIDGE FALL 2021 HIKES 
          
PLEASE NOTE: GHTA Hiking Guidelines as of July 6, 2021 (subject to change) 

1. Up to 25 people can gather outdoors. 
2. It is still necessary to physical distance of 2 meters. 
3. Pre register for the hike by contacting the hike leader. 
4. Car pool only with people in your bubble. 
5. Please do not attend the hike if you are self-isolating because of symptoms or exposure to 

someone suspected of having COVID 19. 
 
 
Saturday, October 2 < EASY> 12 km 
Port Britain and Lakeshore Road 
9:30 am Meet and Park at Home Hardware parking lot, Toronto Rd., Port Hope.  
Bring a lunch and a drink.  
Contact: Rita at 289 252-2399 if you wish to attend.  
 
Sunday, October 3 < MODERATE > 7 or 14 km 
Eddystone Loop with frying pan extension. 
9:30 am Meet at Hwy 45/401 Commuter Parking Lot, Cobourg. 
Bring a snack/lunch and a drink.  
Contact: Bill at 289 252-2399 if you wish to attend.  
 
Wednesday, October 6 < EASYGOING> 12 km 
Centreton Area 
9:30 am Meet and Park on Newton Road and the corner of County Road 22, near Centreton. 
Bring a lunch and a drink.  
Contact: Doug at 705 933-1591 if you wish to attend.  
 
Saturday, October 9 <MODERATE > about 10 km 
Hike through fields, hills, railway trail near Bruce’s home. 
9:30 am Meet and Park at Bruce’s Home, 6221 Campbell Road, Port Hope. 
Bring a snack and drink. Soup, homemade bread and cheese will be provided by Bruce after the hike. 
Contact: Bruce at 905 753-2602 if you wish to attend.  
 
Sunday, October 10 – THANKSGIVING- NO HIKE 
 
Wednesday, October 13 < MODERATE > 9 km 
Northumberland Forest- Sweet Fern and Black Oak Loop with lunch at the Lookout. 
9:30 am Meet and Park at the parking lot on the east side of Hwy 45, opposite Woodland Road. 
Bring a lunch and a drink.  
Contact: Bob at 905 885-1420 of you wish to attend.  
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Saturday, October 16 < EASY> 7.7 km 
Bewdley, Benton, Gibb Hike 
9:30 am Meet and Park at the Bewdley overflow parking lot, on the west side of Rice Lake Drive at 
Cavan Road. 
Bring a snack and a drink.  
Contact: Bill at 289 252-2399 if you wish to attend.  
 
Sunday, October 17 < MODERATE > 8 or 15 km 
Russ’s Creek, Alnwick/Haldimand Township 
9:30 am Meet at Hwy 45/401 Commuter Parking Lot, Cobourg.  
Bring a snack/lunch and a drink. 
Contact: Rita at 289 252-2399 if you wish to attend.  
 
Wednesday, October 20 < MODERATE PLUS> 12 km  
Speechley Road Loop, Township and unmaintained Roads, north of Grafton. 
9:30 am Meet and Park at the intersection of Wilson Road and Noble Road. 
Bring a lunch and a drink.  
Contact: Jay at 905 396-3895 if you wish to attend.  
 
Saturday, October 23< MODERATE > 10 km  
Clouston Road Area. 
9:30 am Meet and Park opposite St. Anne’s Spa, on Massey Road, near Clouston Road. 
Bring a lunch and a drink.  
Contact: Darryl at cell 905 373-2463 or home 905 885-1747 if you wish to attend.  
 
Sunday, October 24 <MODERATE> 6 km 
Jamieson Rd./South Slope area 
9:30 am Meet and Park at the corner of 5th Line and Jamieson Road, north of Port Hope. 
Bring a snack and a drink. 
Contact: Jan at 905 375-8188 if you wish to attend. 
 
Wednesday, October 27 < MODERATE PLUS> 10 km 
Northumberland Forest Green Trail B Loop. 
9:30 am Meet and Park at Northumberland Forest Parking Lot off Beagle Club Road (west of Hwy 45, 
about 10 km north of Cobourg).  
Bring a lunch and a drink.  
Contact: Claire at 905 377-1973 if you wish to attend.  
 
Saturday, October 30 < MODERATE > 10 km  
Northumberland Forest- Elderberry, Dragonfly trails 
9:30 am Meet and Park at the Universal Trails Parking Lot, off Bowmanton Rd. 
Bring a lunch and a drink.  
Contact: Stan at 905 885-9310 if you wish to attend.  
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Sunday, October 31 < EASY> 5-6 km 
Back lanes of Port Hope 
9:30 am Meet and Park at Port Hope Town Hall. 
Bring a snack and a drink. 
Contact: Jan at 905 375-8188 if you wish to attend.  
 
Wednesday, November 3 < MODERATE > 11.5 km 
Nawautin Shores, Grafton 
9:30 am Meet and Park at Grafton Arena, off Hwy #2. 
Bring a lunch and a drink.  
Contact: John at 705 931-4537 if you wish to attend.  
 
Saturday, November 6 < MODERATE > 10 km 
Roads East of Baltimore – even mix of paved and forest trails.  
9:30 am Meet and Park at O’ Grady Road, just south of Community Centre Road, Baltimore.  
Bring a lunch and a drink.  
Contact: Heather at 416 457-8730 if you wish to attend.  
 
Sunday, November 7 < EASY> 5 km 
Oak Hills Farm – leisurely, guided walk near Bewdley. 
9:30 am Meet and Park at 4945 Oak Hills Road, Hamilton Township.  
Bring a snack and a drink.  
Contact: John at 416 998-1292 if you wish to attend.  
 
Wednesday, November 10 < MODERATE > 11 km  
Camborne Area – Jamieson, Donaldson and Morton Roads Area.  
9:30 am Meet and Park at the bottom of Jamieson Road, at the corner of Kennedy Road and 
Jamieson Road. 
Bring a lunch and a drink.  
Contact: Lee at 905 376-3468 if you wish to attend.  
 
Saturday, November 13 < MODERATE > 10 km  
Hamilton Township- Percy Rose/Glen Gavel Loop using County roads and unmaintained roads.  
9:30 am Meet and Park on Vic Lightle Road, opposite the cemetery, just north of Bethel Grove Road.  
Bring a lunch and a drink.  
Contact: Darryl at cell 905 373-2463 or home 905 885-1747 if you wish to attend.  
 
Sunday, November 14 < EASY> 10 km 
Wicklow Beach to Lakeport return. 
9:30 am Meet and Park at the Wicklow Beach Boat Launch. 
Bring a snack and a drink. 
 Contact: Hilda at 905 372-2395 if you wish to attend.  
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Wednesday, November 17 <MODERATE > 10 km  
Bewdley Area East 
9:30 am Meet and Park at the Bewdley overflow parking lot on the west side of  
Rice Lake Drive, at Cavan Road. 
Bring a lunch and a drink.  
Contact: Bob at 905 885-1420 if you wish to attend.  
 
Saturday, November 20 < EASY> 5 km 
Hazel Bird Nature Reserve  
9:30 am Meet and Park at Hazel Bird Parking Lot, 9639 Beavermeadow Road East, Baltimore. 
Bring a snack and a drink.  
Contact: John at 416 998-1292 if you wish to attend.  
 
Sunday, November 21< MODERATE > 15 km 
Bethany North Loop – view of the Buddhist Temple property. 
9:30 am Meet and Park in Bethany at the intersection of Hwy 7 A and County Road 38.  
Bring a lunch and a drink.  
Contact: Melissa at 905 375-9033 if you wish to attend.  
 
Wednesday, November 24 < MODERATE > 10 km  
Burnley/Carmel Trail – footpaths and unmaintained roads east of Peter’s Woods. 
9:30 am Meet and Park at Peter’s Woods Parking Lot, off MacDonald Road, north of Centreton.  
Bring a lunch and a drink.  
Contact: Jay at 905 396-3895 if you wish to attend.  
 
Saturday, November 27 < EASY> 14 km  
Rural roads and trails west of Sylvan Glen. 
9:30 am Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot, Toronto Road, Port Hope. 
Bring a lunch and a drink. 
Contact: Rita at 289 252-2399 if you wish to attend.  
 
Sunday, November 28 < EASY> 6 km 
TCS and Waterfront Trail. 
9:30 am Meet and Park at Port Hope Town Hall. 
Bring a snack and a drink.  
Contact: John at 705 931- 4537 if you wish to attend.  
 
Wednesday, December 1 < EASY and MODERATE > 4 and 9 km 
Hwy 35 @ Hwy 115 Park and Ride 
9:30 am Meet and Park at this GO Parking Lot by using the above “ Hike Title” with Google Maps for 
your best route. We start both groups together, but will finish at different times. Car pooling should 
accommodate this situation. 
Bring a snack and a drink.  
Contact: Jim at 905 436-2499 if you wish to attend.  
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Saturday, December 4 < EASY> 5-6 km 
President’s Walk 
9:30 am Meet and Park  
Bring a snack and a drink.  
Contact: Bill at 289 252-2399 if you wish to attend.  
 
Sunday, December 5 – No Hike 
 
Wednesday, December 8 < MODERATE > 10 km 
Bewdley Area East  
9:30 am Meet and Park at the Bewdley overflow parking lot on the west side of Rice Lake Drive at 
Cavan Road. After the hike, those who wish can gather at Rhino’s for lunch and a beverage. 
Bring a snack and a drink.  
Contact: Claire at 905 377-1973 if you wish to attend.  
 
 

WASAGA BEACH FALL 2021 HIKES 
 

Our club is planning hikes on a weekly basis and will connect with club members as hikes are 
planned. Stay tuned! 
 

WILDERNESS FALL 2021 HIKES 
 

More details on hikes and registration can be found on our Facebook page. 
 
Day/Week     Date Month  Distance Hike name 
 
Mon-Tue 4-5 October 38km  QE II Wildlands: Crossover Hike 
Sunday  10 October 17km  Sun Sisters Saunter: Devil's Lake >Scrabble Mnt 
Monday 25 October 7km  Haliburton > Barnum Creek 
Sunday  31 October 19km Sun Sisters Saunter: Moore Falls >Devil's L (Shuttle) 
Sunday  14 November 12km  Sunday Sisters Saunter: Montgomery Creek (Loop) 
Sunday  28 November 17km  Sunday Sisters Saunter: Sheldon Lake Loop 
Sunday  12 December 16km  Sunday Sisters Saunter: Ragged Rapids 
 

 
In honour of the new Wilderness Bridge, send us a story about 
your favourite picnic spots, the most romantic gps 
coordinates or trails that delivered proposals for marriage! 
You can post to your club’s social media page with the 
hashtag #trailLOVE.  
 
We’d LOVE to hear from you! 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/GHTAwilderness/events
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GANARASKA HIKING TRAIL ASSOCIATION INC. 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS RECORDED ON AUGUST, 2021 

      

CLUB 2021  2020  2019 

BARRIE 69  48  40 

INDEPENDENT 12  12  6 

KAWARTHA 70  97  77 

MAD RIVER 18  17  7 

MIDLAND 100  84  67 

ORILLIA 66  56  46 

ORO-MEDONTE 48  41  34 

PINE RIDGE 83  93  97 

WASAGA BEACH 70  74  67 

WILDERNESS 83  77  41 

PAID MEMBERSHIPS 619  599  482 

LIFE MEMBERS 34  36  37 

MEMBERSHIPS 653  635  519 

      

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 25  28  38 

LAND OWNERS 82  90  84 

TOTAL MEMBERSHIPS 760  753  641 
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Merchandise Order Form                                                                                     

 

Proudly support the Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association Inc. by purchasing merchandise listed below 

or making a donation.  Just fill out this order form and mail it with your payment to: 

Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association Inc. 

P.O. Box 693, Orillia, ON L3V 6K7 

 

Item Quantit

y 

Price 

(incl. 

shipping

) 

Total 

CREST of GHTA logo  5.00  

END TO END BADGE –member price  0.00  

END TO END BADGE – non-member (incl. 1 year 

membership) 

 25.00  

SECTION BADGE – Barrie  5.00  

SECTION BADGE – Kawartha  5.00  

SECTION BADGE – Mad River  5.00  

SECTION BADGE – Midland  5.00  

SECTION BADGE – Orillia  5.00  

SECTION BADGE – Oro Medonte  5.00  

SECTION BADGE – Pine Ridge  5.00  

SECTION BADGE – Tiny  5.00  

SECTION BADGE – Wasaga Beach  5.00  

SECTION BADGE – Wilderness  10.00  

NAME BADGE – please clearly print your name in the field 

below 

 8.00  

SUBTOTAL    

DONATION    

GRAND TOTAL    

 

Make cheque payable to the Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association Inc.  

Section badges are for hikers who hiked an entire section of the Ganaraska Hiking Trail. 

End to End badges are for hikers who completed all 10 sections.  

Name badges include your name, your club’s name and the GHTA logo. 

Tax receipts will be issued for amounts of $25 and over.  

 

NAME___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS________________________________________________________________________

_____ 

 

CITY_________________________________________________________________PROV______

______ 
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The Ganaraska News is published three times a year for the members of the Ganaraska Trail Association Inc. and the generous land-
owners who permit the trail on their land.  

 
Please send your news, stories, poems and photos via email (NewsletterEditor@ganaraska-hiking-trail.org). Please send either plain 
text files or Word (.doc or .docx format) files. Digital images should have a minimum of 300 ppi resolution. 
 

Web Addresses: www.ganaraska-hiking-trail.org 

info@ganarasaka-hiking-trail.org   

Mailing Address: Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association Inc. 

                                   Box 693, Orillia, ON L3V 6K7   

 

The GHTA welcomes all donations. Tax receipts for donations over $25.00 will be issued. Charitable registration #847447414 RR0001 

CANADA PUBLICATION MAIL AGREEMENT #40031549 

GHTA Membership Form (or register and pay online) 
 

The membership year runs from January 1 to December 31.  

[   ] New      [   ]  Renew [  ] Change of address or club affiliation.  

Please complete the form and send it with your cheque, payable to the 
Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association, to the following address:  

 

Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association Inc.  

P. O. Box 693 Orillia, ON L3V 6K7  

 
NAME(S) _____________________________________________  

SPOUSE______________________________________________ 

ADDRESS _____________________________________________  

CITY ____________________________ POSTAL CODE _________  

HOME TELEPHONE _____________________________________  
EMAIL ADDRESS _______________________________________ 

SPOUSAL EMAIL (if applicable)____________________________ 

 

Membership (includes family) $25.00  

Donation $ ________ 
 TOTAL $ ________  

 

A receipt for a tax deductible charitable donation will be sent by Feb 28 in 

the next year for donations of $25 or more.  

 
Printed Newsletter? (you will receive the electronic form automatically) 

Yes, mail printed Newsletter___ 

 

Please associate me with the following Ganaraska Trail Club: Midland [ ], 

Kawartha [ ], Wilderness [ ], Orillia [ ], Barrie [ ], Mad River [ ], Wasaga 
Beach [ ], Oro-Medonte [ ], Pine Ridge (Port Hope) [ ], Independent [ ] 

 

By submitting this form, I certify that I have read Ganaraska Hiking Trail 

Association Inc. Waiver Form (available on the website) in full, and that I 
agree to be bound by it.  

 

 

Signature: ____________________________________ 

 

https://www.ganaraska-hiking-trail.org/
mailto:info@ganarasaka-hiking-trail.org
https://ganaraska-hiking-trail.org/?page_id=1897
https://ganaraska-hiking-trail.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/GHTA-Inc.-Waiver-Form-Rev.-3-Covid-Oct.-26-2020.pdf
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