Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association
2013 Guidebook

GHTA Midland Club
Maps 29, T1 & T2
Check the GHTA website ‘Trail Changes’ link for the latest revisions
to these 2013 vintage maps.

MIDLAND SECTION
Map 29
Gently undulating terrain. Suitable for beginners.
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County Rd. 23 – just east of Vasey. Go north on Reeves Rd. about 300 metres, then enter
into the bush, on the right, at a small man-made dike. (Parking along the roadside is
limited). From here, it drops down into a maple forest with a display of trilliums in the
spring. After a short distance, the trail comes out into a farmer's field. Markers are difficult
to spot because of the length of the field. Follow the old rock fence line. At the north end,
cross the rock fence line and proceed along the edge of the maple forest. The trail
continues to change from pasture to bush trails. You will have to skirt around a man-made
pond on the right hand side. A bridge might be built in the future for easier crossing. The
trail returns into the bush, and then opens up into cattle pasture.
Caution: Poison Ivy in the ditch as you approach the road.
Hogg Valley Sideroad. Limited parking is available here. Go through old pasture land. After
climbing over an old rock fence, you will notice that the trail veers to the left. You will
approach a wetland area, with an ephermal pond, frequented by waterfowl. The trail
consists of pasture & bushland, with gently rolling slopes. Just before you approach the old
CNR railway line, you will encounter an active beaver pond. This area may be flooded.
Veer to the left 90 degrees to follow the abandoned CNR line.
Follow the CNR line which intersects with Reeves Rd. (A few parking spots are available
on Reeves Rd.). This is a good location to consider some of the local history of the area. A
small park is located a short distance to the right on Granny White Sideroad. The Huron
village of St. Louis was believed to have been located here. The village was burned in
1649, and Fathers Jean de Brébeuf and Gabriel Lalemant were captured while on a
mission at the village. The Jesuits were then taken to St. Ignace (northwest of
Waubaushene), where they were later martyred by enemy Iroquois. The gate to the park is
frequently open during the summer months and a short path leads to a plaque
commemorating the village and its history.
At the intersection is the Newtonville School, named after the Eastern Ontario community
where the original settlers had previously lived. To the left, is another plaque; this one
commemorating the site of a former Anglican Church. (The abandoned railline is owned
by the Georgian Bay Snowriders, the local snowmobile club. Look out for snowmobiles
when the snowmobile season has started!)
Just south of hwy 12, follow the trail on the east side of the old overpass, down to hwy 12.
On your left, you will see the old underpass through which hwy 12 used to run. Take care
crossing the busy highway. Step across a row of limestone rocks and go left (west) on the
paved Tay Shore Trail. The Tay Shore Trail is considered the “Cadillac of Trails” in Simcoe
County, and is especially enjoyed by cyclists, rollerbladers and walkers, as it follows the
gorgeous shoreline of Georgian Bay. The Tay Shore Trail extends for 16 km between
Waubaushene (where it connects with the Uhthoff Trail to Coldwater), and the Midland
Rotary Waterfront Trail. Note: there is excellent parking at Tressle Park, just east of where
the trail crosses highway 12, with access to the Tay Shore Trail. The MTO also operates a
washroom (during the summer months).
At the junction with the Port McNicoll Spur of the Tay Shore Trail, you will see a parkette
with a large trail map. Stay to the left of the parkette. The spur to the right goes to Port
McNicoll, the home of the S.S. Keewatin, a 106 year old Canadian Pacific Great Lakes
steam ship which was brought back from the USA in 2012.
Cross Triple Bay Road.
At this junction with an old undeveloped CNR railway spur, you will see an antique piece of
railway equipment and a beaver pond. At this point, step off the paved trail and follow the
“Twinned Trail”. The “Twinned Trail” runs left of the paved trail and parallel with it for about
600 m. This trail is a natural surface trail that is easier to hike on. This trail is used by
snowmobiles in the winter and rejoins the paved trail just before the tunnel under highway
12.
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Just west of the tunnel, the Ganaraska Trail comes off the paved trail again, and follows
the “Twinned Trail” on the north side of the paved trail by going uphill, and providing views
over a tree planting. When the trail descends again, cross the paved Tay Shore Trail, and
hike the “Twinned Trail” again. This area could be wet. If it is, stay on the paved trail.
Cross the access road to the Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre and Ste Marie Among the Hurons
and continue to the Wye River. If, however, you were to turn left (south) on the access
road, you can enjoy a 4 km blue side trail (see below) in the Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre or
visit Ste. Marie Among the Hurons. The latter is open to the public between Victoria Day
weekend & Thanksgiving. This site is a reconstruction of a Jesuit mission similar to how it
would have appeared between 1639 and 1649 when French priests came to convert the
native people to Christianity. Costumed interpreters will guide you through a 17th century
journey. If you have a couple of leisurely hours, you may find this an interesting attraction.
Across highway 12, you will also see the Martyrs' Shrine, in commemoration of the
missionaries who were martyred in the 1600's. It's also well worth a visit, as are the
grounds around the Shrine.
The bridge over the Wye River is the current terminus of the Midland section of the
Ganaraska Trail. The club is currently negotiating with local landowners to continue the
trail along Midland’s waterfront and through forests to the municipal border with
Penetanguishene, and hopes to complete this extension in 2013.

Blue Side Trail in the Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre
Follow the blue side trail blazes along the access road into the Wye Marsh. The 4 km long blue
side trail crosses the parking lot to the south east corner of the parking lot, and continues over the
raised bed.
There is no charge to hike the blue trail, however, hikers are encouraged to register in the visitor
centre if they wish to park there, and pay the regular admission fee if they wish to hike any other
trails, or use the indoor facilities. There is an outhouse just south of the parking lot. Note: the front
gate closes every day at 5 PM.
The Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre (www.wyemarsh.com) is located on 3,000 acres of wetlands, fen
and forest. The Centre is open year round and offers birds of prey, amphibian and reptile
displays, hiking, biking and skiing trails, canoeing and kayaking routes, an observation tower and
boardwalks, and a gift shop. The Wye Marsh is also well known for the Trumpeter Swan
reintroduction program that the wildlife centre has been operating since the 1980s. Currently,
there are 55 to 60 adult Trumpeter Swans that nest within the marsh.
They are a non-profit organization whose mission is to spark a commitment to conserving
wetlands, woodlands and wildlife by creating exciting learning opportunities in a natural setting.

TINY TRAILS SECTION
Maps T1 & T2 (& 28)
Mostly flat. Suitable for beginners.
The Tiny Trail Section is being maintained by the Midland Hiking Club. At present, they are two
separate trails. In the future, Midlands Tiny Trails will be joined. There are many places with great
views as well as many placid paths.
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Present start of the Tiny Trail Section. The trail starts at Conc. 12, about 1.6 kilometres
east of Simcoe County Rd. 6, which goes North of Elmvale. The trail follows a Rail Trail
going South. It goes through a fairly open area which provides some good views.
Conc.11. Golfers can check out the greens on their way by and maybe pop in to play a few
rounds at the Balm Beach Golf Course.
Conc. 10. Balm beach Rd. to Midland. The trail traverses a local park in the Village of
Perkinsfield.
The trail continues through a pine forest.
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The trail makes a gentle turn to the left and converges with Simcoe County Rd. 6 at Conc.
8.
Conc. 6 continues South. Planes may be heard lifting off and landing from the nearby
Huronia Airport.
Conc. 5, Wyevale. This is a pleasant village with some services. Continue about 4.4kms to
Conc. 2.
Turn right on Conc. 2 from the railtrail and follow it for about 1.5km, then walk along the
south dyke trail in Tiny Marsh to the marsh to the Interpretive Centre then out on the TinyFlos townline line towards Georgian Bay. The townline turns into a path, which connects
with the Wasaga section at Archer Road.

Tiny Marsh is a great location to view and listen to wildlife as you walk along the berms. Several
species of waterfowl nest in the marsh and some days during spring and summer there are large
hatches of colourful dragonflies and butterflies along the trail. Be aware that there is pheasant
hunting September to December (not on Sundays).

