The Ganaraska News
Linking all clubs of the Ganaraska Hiking Trail

WINTER (January 1 to April 30 2019)
We also want to recognize and thank Bob Wilson, Ron
SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION TO THE GHT 50 TH
Wallace and David Royston who were not able to attend
ANNIVERSARY YEAR
the anniversary celebrations.
In 2018, we celebrated our 50th anniversary at various
occasions, starting with a season opener the weekend of
April 21-22, 2018, followed by the Water Relay, during
which hikers, and some cyclists, carried waters from
Georgian Bay and from Lake Ontario along the 500 km
long Ganaraska Hiking Trail to Orillia. These waters
arrived in Orillia on September 28, 2018, and were
ceremoniously received as part of an indigenous water
ceremony. The arrival of the waters also coincided with
the Hike Ontario Annual Summit, with whom we, the
Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association, had partnered to
raise awareness about the Ganaraska Hiking Trail among
hikers from all over Ontario. The Summit had 80
participants, half of whom were from other Ontario
hiking associations, including those from Ottawa, Perth,
London, Newcastle, and Goderich.
On the occasion of our 50th anniversary, we recognized
and thanked the many volunteers who have contributed
not only to the creation and continued existence of the
trail itself, but also to the Ganaraska Hiking Trail
Association. As such we particularly thanked the Past
Presidents, starting with Jack Goering, who together
with Pat Lawson and some others started the
development of the Ganaraska Trail. Jack served 2 terms
as president in the late 1960’s – and up until 1975.
Unfortunately, both Jack and Pat passed away in 2017.
Some of you may recall some of the other past
presidents: Mac Macklem, Paul Van Vliet, Jim Parsons,
Chris Dafferin, and Dorothy Burrus. Unfortunately,
some of these past presidents are deceased and others
we have lost contact with, and therefore they were not
at the anniversary event. However, on September 28 we
had the pleasure of having with us:
Paul McCreath, president from 1983 to 1987
David Francis, president from 1997 to 2000
Mike Pidwerbecki, president from 2000 to 2011, which
makes him the longest serving president of the
Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association, and
Bob Bowles, president from 2011 to 2016.

GHTA Past Presidents with Rob Butler and Marc Vallee

Peter Verbeek, who was the Ganaraska Trail Director
(and also club secretary) for a very long time, was
recognized and thanked for his immense contributions.
Peter was a big supporter of End-to-End hikes, motivating
many to accomplish the challenge and leading several
groups in their End-to-End endeavours. His method of
motivating hikers was to say there were only a few more
kilometres left, but he would never say how many. He
bent over backwards to help Linda from the Kawartha
Club hike the Wilderness portion after a very bad car
accident. Peter loved the Wilderness section. In fact,
before the trail through the Wilderness was permanently
established, Peter tried to plot the route across the
Wilderness by himself and was at first unable to find a
way through. As he was a couple of days late finding his
way out, his wife called the OPP who set up a search for
him. He eventually emerged at Victoria Falls, victorious
in establishing a continuous trail through the wilderness.
Afterwards, he spent countless hours maintaining the
Ganaraska trail. A plaque in his name was erected near
Loon Lake in the Wilderness section, one of his most
preferred locations. Unfortunately, due to health
reasons, Peter was unable to attend the 50th Anniversary
celebrations in Orillia in September.
Special thanks and recognition were also bestowed on
several other volunteers. Marc Vallee, who as a young
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…GHT 50TH anniversary year (cont’d)

November 2017 and September 2018 to complete the
End-to-End. You can find their reports, pictures and
planning documents on our website, as these may be
helpful for others planning an End-to-End hike of the
Ganaraska Trail.

hiker in the late 1980’s, joined the Association and has
been the president of the Midland Ganaraska Club for
the last 25 years. Marc is the longest serving club
president and board member of the Ganaraska Hiking
Trail Association. Kudos to him for only missing 1 or 2
board meetings in these past 25 years, and for being an
active participant in our board discussions. Lois Kowal
has been our membership director for many, many
years and is also responsible for welcoming new
members and tracking the End-to-End program. Thank
you, Lois, for your dedication and time.

Another exceptional event that took place along the
Ganaraska Trail in the summer of 2018 was something
called the “Fastest Known Time”. A Toronto relay team
of 11 young women, called the Wild Bruce Chasers,
picked July 1 weekend, probably the hottest weekend
of the summer, to run a relay of the entire Ganaraska
Trail, which they completed in an impressive 69 hours.
What an achievement, especially since the Ganaraska
Trail Standards are “minimal impact to the
environment”, and as such, the ladies faced brambles,
poison ivy, persistent deer flies, etc. Despite all
obstacles, these runners actually enjoyed their gruelling
challenge. Well done Wild Bruce Chasers!

As the current President of the Ganaraska Hiking Trail
Association, I am extremely pleased with the executive
team we put together for the special anniversary year.
I would like to thank Carol Strickland, our Secretary and
event planner extraordinaire; Stan Muldoon, our Vice
President, who chaired all of the planning meetings for
the September Anniversary Weekend event; and
Simone Latham, our treasurer, and John Sloan, our trail
director, for their efforts as well. Thanks also to Barb
Rimmer, Irene Bell and Marion Brophy who assisted us
on the Anniversary Planning Committee, as well as Tom
Friesen and David Rosenblun Bourdieu, of Hike
Ontario, for their assistance in organizing the Hike
Ontario Summit and our anniversary celebrations.

GANARASKA END-TO-END CHALLENGE

~Submitted by Margaret O’Dell, GHTA member
The idea of hiking the Ganaraska Hiking Trail came on
the heels of completing the 900Km Bruce Trail in
September 2017. What were we going to do next? My
long-time friend and hiking partner Wendy Manning
and I were enthusiastic to begin a new challenge
together and made a plan during the winter of 2017/18
to hike one of the most popular trails in England, the
Coast to Coast Path, a 305km epic adventure which we
would complete in 12 days in May 2018. The GHT fit
right in with our plans, offering a not only new
challenge but a commitment to hiking as much as we
could ahead of our trip. Being that it was also the 50th
anniversary of the GHTA, it also made for a significant
achievement to undertake.

At the Anniversary and Summit event we also
congratulated those, who in the past, and especially this
year, hiked the entire trail. End-to-End records have
been kept since 1992. Only 179 hikers have completed
the entire Ganaraska Hiking Trail since then. A few have
done it multiple times, including Peter Verbeek (8 times
by 2003); Rose Millett (3 times); Ron Wallace, Michelle
Vibert and Tom Hall (2 times each). Special recognition
is due to those hikers who completed the Ganaraska
Hiking Trail from end-to-end in 2018, our 50th
Anniversary Year. Margaret O'Dell and Wendy
Manning started their end-to-end challenge on March
3 and finished on September 9, 2018 with a bottle of
champagne at the western terminus cairn where the
Ganaraska Trail meets the Bruce Trail (read Margaret’s
account of their experience immediately following this
article). Tyler Gibson started his walk on July 3rd in Port
Hope and completed the trail, as well as all side trails
and loops, 56 days later on August 28, in Glen Huron. A
group of seven hikers hiked every weekend between

With member, guidebook,
and maps in hand, we
exuberantly began in Port
Hope on March 3, 2018.
Wendy and Margaret start the
Pine Ridge was interesting hike at the GHT cairn in Port Hope
with its rolling hills and
unique landmarks; the rail trail through Kawartha took
us through the towns of Lindsay and Fenelon Falls,
along its scenic lakes and streams, very picturesque, but
the cool north wind chill and wintery conditions well
into April made for challenging hikes. We ran into some
trouble in the final section of Kawartha though,
2
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…end-to-end challenge (cont’d)
painstakingly trudging through very deep snow and had
to bushwhack around impassable water crossings in the
north end of Corben lake to get back to the trail; one of
many exhausting hikes!

surprises too, always an element of discovery: interesting
landmarks, historical areas, beautiful scenery, and quaint
communities.
Our final weekend of the GHT on September 8 and 9
proved no less of a challenge. We had 57.3Km to cover to
get to the Western Cairn. The last section of Barrie had
us crossing a vast section of high grasses for over a
kilometer with very difficult to spot blazes. We eventually
reached the forest, and to our excitement we finally find
our very first Giant Puffball mushroom. The reward was
a total thrill. The Mad River section followed a disused
rail bed for 10K to New Lowell, interesting at first as it
crossed both the Nottawasaga and the Mad Rivers. But it
was so overgrown and challenging, we had to continually
divert to road to get through it. But then at the end, we
discovered a beautiful little trailer park (with facilities!) in
New Lowell that brightened our spirits.

Ahead of our trip to England in May we successfully
completed 198Km of the trail, including two of the three
hikes in the Wilderness section, but due to the water
levels, the crossover would have to wait until we
returned.
We planned to hike the Wilderness crossover in one day.
There was little support for this giving the distance, and
most people would backpack over a few days. Yet we
were determined. We cancelled twice due to conditions,
but finally got the opportunity on June 23rd. The beaver
dams were all passable, as water levels had dropped, but
blazes were almost impossible to spot in places,
completed shrouded in growth; as was the trail,
overgrown with ferns above our heads and thorny shrubs
that left our legs shredded and bloodied. The going was
slow, stopping often to consult the maps; each time I
removed my head netting, the insects would attack with
a vengeance. It took 13.5 hours to hike from Devil’s Lake
to Victoria Bridge. Our nerves were rattled, and our
minds to the point of breaking, but we did it! We got
through the most difficult hike ever!

On the final day we ambled through the very scenic town
of Creemore, stopping at a café, visiting Canada’s
smallest jail, and admiring a beautiful church; delightful!
We knew the challenge was not over. After climbing the
400m Ten Hill with its spectacular views, we descended
to an un-blazed field on Concession 6 S. We had to find
our way to a tree-line, crossing a creek hidden by the high
grasses; it was tasking and slow but we eventually found
a place to cross the creek and head to the trees, fallen
trees, everywhere. The challenges just kept coming. We
did manage to find the blazes and continued through the
forest. We would lose the trail once more in this final 5K
stretch, but we found our way to Glen Huron, with only
the victory climb up McKinney’s Hill to the Western Cairn.
We made it! We popped open the champagne, sat on the
Cairn and celebrated! We fought this challenge with
courage and zest right to the end. There’s no reward
better the feeling of accomplishment that comes with
having worked through some really tough challenges.

By mid-July we were back
on the trail again, having a
renewed
interest
in
continuing now that the
worst was over, or so we
thought.
We
took
advantage of the two hike
weekends by camping: Battle of the bugs on the Wilderness
section
Bass Lake PP, for the Orillia
section, Awenda for the Oro-Medonte/Midland/Tiny
sections. Over Labour Day weekend we took a cottage for
the Wasaga section. We still had the insects to contend
with, but we also started notice an abundant varieties of
interesting mushrooms in the Simcoe Country Forest
Tracts. In mid-August we coined our hike of the Tiny
section a “Hike with Monarchs”, such a joy to have them
fluttering everywhere around us!

507Km, 18 hikes! An extraordinary journey!

Every hike had its challenges: a lot of bushwhacking in
very rough terrain and high grasses; heat and humidity
that zapped our energy; navigating around countless
fallen trees; and of course finding blazes to keep us on
course. But with every challenge there were numerous

Margaret and Wendy at the GHT western terminus cairn
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Please also note that we approved an increase in the
postage for guidebooks to $15 per copy, and will from
now on only issue tax receipts for donations of $25 and
above. Our clothing inventory is being sold off at
discount prices, and for the time being, we will not be
carrying any new inventory.
Our past treasurer and more recently assistanttreasurer, Chris Rowe, has, after many years of serving
the Ganaraska Hiking Trail, passed on the baton to Ann
Kivinen of Orillia. Ann will take care of our postal box
and bank deposits. Thank you so much, Chris, for your
many years of very dedicated support to the
association, and thanks, Ann, for stepping up to this
important position.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
On October 20, 2018, we held our Annual General
Meeting, and re-appointed the executive team consisting
of Stan Muldoon, Carol Strickland, Simone Latham and
Frieda Baldwin. Our finances are healthy, and corporate
filings are up to date. Following the AGM, we also held a
board meeting and I am pleased to inform our hikers of
three new developments in regard to the Ganaraska
Hiking Trail:
 Under an agreement with the Ganaraska Forest
Conservation Area, part of the Ganaraska Hiking
Trail in the Pine Ridge section has been re-routed
off of a municipal road and into the Ganaraska
Forest. Hikers who stay on this new Ganaraska Trail
(follow the white blazes) can do so without having
to pay a day use fee. And club hikes on any of the
Conservation Authority trails are free as well, if prearranged. For this privilege, the GHTA pays an
annual fee to the Ganaraska Forest Conservation
Area.
 Similarly, the GHTA will contribute $300 to the
Copeland Forest Friends Association to help with
their 2018 snowplowing budget, to plow parking lot
P2 at Ingram Road and 4th line of Oro Medonte.
Note: parking on Ingram Road in that area is
prohibited and drivers can be ticketed by local
police. So, make use of the P2 parking lot this
winter, and enjoy the beautiful Copeland Forest.
And as a reminder, please do not walk or snowshoe
on any track set ski trails.
 In order to protect the environment and the
integrity of the trail itself, the board also passed a
motion, that the GHTA opposes in principle all races
by foot, bike or motorized vehicles on the
Ganaraska Trail.

Thanks also to Jim Wood, who agreed to become the
Ganaraska representative to the Hike Ontario.
On a disappointing note, the club president for the Mad
River section has resigned due to other commitments,
so this position is vacant. We are also still looking for
someone to help us with our Public Relations, to
increase awareness of the Ganaraska Hiking Trail and its
various clubs, and are looking for individuals to assist
with enhancing our website. Please contact Frieda
Baldwin if you or someone you know is interested.
The board also decided to organize an annual event for
all clubs to participate in, and the Wilderness Club
agreed to host the first such event in the fall of 2019.
Further details to follow.
Happy trails everyone!
~ Frieda Baldwin
Spring DIRECTORS MEETING
Saturday, APRIL 27, 2019 9:30 am
Regan House, Scout Valley
325 Line 15 North
Orillia, ON
Please arrive at 9:00 a.m. and socialize with the
members over bites to eat.
Directions:
Parking at Scout Valley Loop Trail. Exit south onto Line
15 N from Old Barrie Road /Simcoe 11.
NB. Arrangements have been made for a hike in Scout
Valley beginning at 1 pm for those wishing to join the
hike after the meeting.
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on Buckhorn Lake at the home of Karin and Gord
Sinclair after a hike along nearby cottage roads.

BARRIE
The Barrie Club had a full schedule of hikes in the fall
schedule, starting on August 26 with a hike in Ardagh
Bluffs that was joined by Andrea Khanjin, MPP for
Barrie-Innisfil (in the pink tee-shirt at the right edge of
the sign in the picture).

In September we had a celebration of life for Rita
Hetherton on the shore at Silent Lake PP. Afterward a
number of us hiked the rugged 15 km Lakeshore Trail in
her memory. We also hiked the two northern sections
of the Kawartha section of the GHT. A new hike was led
by Mark and Heather to the site of the Cordova gold
mine near Belmont Lake, stopping at the Belmont Lake
Brewery afterward to replenish bodily fluids. Richard
added a new trail at the Northumberland Forest taking
us to the top of the Lookout Trail for the first time. We
have many hikes to trek, a luncheon at Peterborough
Golf and Country, a Christmas Party and a New Year’s
Day Party before the fall schedule ends.
Our winter schedule is all but finalized. It includes 3
hikes to the Ganaraska Forest to utilize the
Association’s new membership and provide new
experiences. We are also making use of a relatively new
local resource hiking and re-hiking a number of the
Kawartha Land Trust Trails including a first-time hike at
Ayotte Point led by Barb back in September. Hopefully
snowshoes will be necessary on many hikes this winter.

Hike with Andrea Khanjin

We also tried something new - Tuesday evening
‘walks’ on our local trails to entice people to come out
and learn more about hiking and the hiking club. These
were well attended and we will be including them
again in the Spring / Summer schedule. With so much
end-to-end activity this year the entire Barrie trail
section has had a lot of maintenance and re-blazing
and it is in great shape. Some of our trail, however, is
still on roads and finding alternatives to get off the
roads is a priority for 2019.
Our membership is up slightly from year end 2017 but
the real membership story is that about 25% of our
2017 roster did not renew for various reasons and we
are very fortunate to have so many new and
enthusiastic members this year.

Bird's Eye View of Moore Lake hike, Kawartha Section of GHT.
Full drone video at https://youtu.be/6eirEOMPr80

My thanks to all the club members that help lead hikes
and keep the trails in good shape and keep the club
operating.
~ John Sloan, President

KAWARTHA
Kawartha Hiking Club Website now includes “Club Hikes List”.
Check it out at www.kawarthahiking.com

Our Club’s hiking events have gone well since my last
report with both the shorter Wednesday walks/hikes
and the longer weekend hikes well attended. A number
of us donned our new GHTA 50th Anniversary shirts.
Near the end of June we had our annual potluck lunch

~ Tony Tasch, President
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cold for this ceremony, some found it an interesting way
to conclude the water relay, and highlighted the
importance of recognizing the indigenous culture and
lands we live on. Compliments also to Midland club
member, Linda Blow, for making the wonderful
anniversary cakes. Congratulations also to our Midland
club president, Marc Vallee, who was recognized as the
longest serving (25 years) club president of the
Ganaraska Hiking Trail Clubs.

MIDLAND
Weather wise we had a great summer, which allowed us
to undertake lots of activities, with hiking and biking
twice a week, paddling once a week, and camping at
Halfway Lake (June), Mikisew Prov. Park (July) and Sauble
Beach (Aug.)
While it may have been hot for hiking, we enjoyed several
destinations that allowed us to cool off in the waters of
Georgian Bay, other lakes and rivers or someone’s pool!!
Our corn roast at Gerolf’s Tiny Beach property was again
a summer highlight (over 30 people). Special thanks to
Larry Piitz for showing up each Wednesday to lead hikers
to some very interesting new destinations.

LIFE IS GOOD WHEN YOU ARE PART OF THE MIDLAND
HIKING GROUP!
~Edda Zeitel (with help from Frieda!)

MAD RIVER
Mike Robertson has stepped down as president of the
GHTA Mad River Hiking Club due to other time
commitments. During his tenure the club membership
has increased and he spent a lot of time studying and
suggesting improvements to the trail through the Mad
River section – many thanks Mike for all your work.
John Sloan (GHTA Barrie Hiking Club president) will
cover for the Mad River Club until a replacement for
Mike Robertson can be found.

Our club’s biking spin-off, Friends who Cycle, regularly
have 25-30 participants, who together cycle local
routes, but also enjoyed biking in
Waterloo/Kitchener/Cambridge/ with stay over at
University of Waterloo (30+ bikers). Unfortunately, our
biking leaders, Gord and Gwen, are moving away. We
thank them for their tremendous commitment to
organizing the rides, and teaching us to ride safely. We
wish them much happiness in their new home. On the
bright side, we already have 3 new volunteers to
continue this effort for the next biking season.

On the subject of trail improvements we have recently
received a wonderful offer from a GHTA member and
landowner in the Glencairn area to reroute a section of
the trail off of Webster and Centre Line roads and onto
their forested property. Blazing will be done in the near
future - watch for an announcement on the GHTA
website when this off-road route is ready for use.

We also want to thank our dedicated Kayak/Canoe leader
Terry for finding new and exciting paddling destinations
every Wednesday!!
Midland Hikers again participated in the Midland Terry
Fox Run. We thank all those who participated and
donated to this important cause. We raised almost $800,
which includes a $200 donation from a special family
member!!

~John Sloan - Acting President for GHTA Mad River
Hiking Club

ORILLIA

Twenty hikers marched in the Midland Canada Day
Parade and Frieda set up a Ganaraska information booth
hoping to recruit some new members.

Orillia has had a very full spring-summer-fall, with extra
trail maintenance for the 50th anniversary, as well as
for temporary closure and re-routing of a small section
of trail. Orillia also hosted the 50th anniversary
celebrations at Lakehead University, which was a
resounding success by all accounts. Of course, we
scheduled an Orillia End-to-End series which 5 club
members have completed, and launched a 4 week
series of Learn to Hike hikes, with a large number of
new memberships. A full hiking schedule from 2 – 4
hikes per week kept us all happy.

On September 28, some of our members attended the
50th Anniversary events of the Ganaraska Hiking Trail
Association at Lakehead University in Orillia. There were
several interesting presentations, including the
ceremony around the water, that over the summer
months had been carried by hikers and cyclists along the
entire 500km long Ganaraska Trail. Upon arrival, there
was an indigenous water ceremony. While it was rather
7
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ORILLIA (cont’d)

Ardagh Bluffs, Barrie

Hikers at Hardy Lake

Now we plan for the winter – and again a busier than
usual hiking schedule (snowshoes mostly). Five of
Orillia’s members completed the Hike Ontario course,
Certified Hike Leader, and 1 completed the Safe Hiker
course.
We feel very blessed to have such ready access to
wonderful hikes – much of it in the beautiful Simcoe
County Forests – but also in the Wilderness section as
well as Muskoka.

Beausoleil Island

Unfortunately, the next three Monday hikes all had to
be cancelled because of weather conditions. Several
hardy hikers walked the 5th Line in Copeland forest on
a rather cold Sunday. We always end the year with a
fun get together at the Marshall’s place. We
hike/snowshoe and then eat, sing and are merry.
Our winter schedule will start off with
snowshoeing/cross country skiing events in January
and February. These include a potluck supper followed
by a moonlight snowshoe/hike in Horseshoe Valley.
We will also have some soup/sandwich lunches
followed with an outdoor activity. Everyone seems to
like any event that includes food always attracting a
large crowd.

Hikers on quartz rock at Limberlost near Huntsville

~ Carol Strickland, President

ORO-MEDONTE

We started off the fall season with a beautiful hike in
the Ardagh Bluffs followed by a corn/wiener roast with
24 folks participating. The following Monday we went
to Beausoleil Island. This is always a favourite hiking
place and needless to say this year all the spots once
again filled up in no time. The sun came out and so did
the smiles. A great outing. This was followed by 26
folks attending our Sunday hike at ‘Wilkens Walk’. A
beautiful hike along Hewitt Creek to Lake Simcoe.

Our Annual Meeting and Potluck Supper will be held on
March 25th starting at 5:30pm at Dalston United
Church. Everyone is welcome to join us for this
important event.
Be happy . . . hike!
~ Christine Cornu, President
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capacity with barely a spot for an umbrella or
towel….even walking in the sand was a challenge. The
extreme heat, plus little rain, meant that the Ganaraska
flower garden at Beach 1 was superlative. We were
proud of the colourful, lush display. Our four teams did a
great job.

PINE RIDGE
A full complement of more than 120 hikes took place in
2018 thanks to the dedication of our 20 Hike Leaders and
the enthusiasm of hikers, both new and experienced.
Among the hikes were 12 in the Northumberland Forest
and 7 in the Ganaraska Forest.

The Monday bike outings were led by Karl, Harry, Ron
and Glen. Blood, sweat and tears, from May 21st to
September 25th. Tough Guys! After a short hike in midAugust we had our annual summer picnic at Klondike
Sports Park. Members provided desserts and the social
committee provided lots of picnic items.
The fall is a great time to hike around Tiny Marsh. We saw
elegant cranes, observant turtles and loud, huge
trumpeter swans. A very lovely day in all.

2018 Pine Ridge Annual Hiking Trip - Wye Marsh Hike in Midland

We are pleased to have gained full access to the
Ganaraska Forest trails for our Club and all GHTA Clubs
through a contract between the GHTA and the Ganaraska
Region Conservation Authority. Perhaps even of more
significance has been the opportunity to reroute the
Ganaraska Trail through the Forest rather than following
municipal roads which are often used by motorized
vehicles. This is a tremendous improvement to the Trail
and to the experience of all hikers doing end-to -ends or
shorter hikes.
Wasaga hikers

GHTA 50th anniversary
activities included the start of
the Water Relay from Lake
Ontario on April 21, 8 hikes
on our Section of the
Ganaraska Trail, and
preparations for the Wrap-Up
Weekend and GHTA Summit
Elke and Darryl blazing the GHT in
the Ganaraska Forest
in Orillia. Three members
from Pine Ridge completed the Certified Hike Leader
course at the Summit and will, hopefully, increase our
pool of Hike Leaders. It’s been a busy and enjoyable
year.
~Stan Muldoon, President

Irene and Fiona (Piping plover godmother) attended
the Orillia Hike Summit and our 50th Anniversary in
September. Reports were that it was well attended,
well organized and a great time for all.
Best wishes to our dear hike leader, Josef, who is
handling many challenges. Also glad to hear that our
Irene’s procedure was very successful. I would also like
to briefly tell the membership that anytime you do
serious exercise and get any kind of chest pain, you are
doing your own" stress test” for your cardiac arteries.
Do not ignore it. It goes away with rest BUT it WILL
return.
Thanks to Shirl and Irene who keep us updated weekly
in regards to all the hikes by email…and biking in the
summer.
~Gloria Thompson

WASAGA BEACH
Congratulations to all those who were able to hike and
bike in all the summer record temperatures and
humidexes. The beaches at Wasaga were beyond
9
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WILDERNESS
The Wilderness Club has been working hard on
increasing our membership, and I am happy to report
that we are at 50 members in good standing.
We have been hosting at least one hike very month
throughout the year, from general public hikes, to
maintenance hikes,
to
our
special
“water bottle carry”
hikes.
In the summer the
club
had
the
pleasure of working
with some fine Wilderness Club alongside the Black River
young women and
in November (Main Trail)
men in the Stewardship Youth Rangers under the
tutelage of Mary Elizabeth Konrad. These seventeen year
olds spent the day out in the rain helping with some
much needed maintenance along the Montgomery
Creek Loop.

Wilderness Club & Hike Haliburton hikers atop Scrabble Mtn. (Main Trail)

______________________

WHO ON EARTH USES THE GANARASKA TRAIL?
~Submitted by Jim and Marci Edwards, Pine Ridge
Club
Following lunch on June 23, 2018, Marci and I decided to
walk along 4th line, starting from Hwy 28. As we
proceeded west we came upon a large group of people
who looked suspiciously like a hiking group.....there were
11 in the group complete with packs and sticks. We
stopped and were curious as to what the story was and
where they were going.

On a hike in September, Frank Ye, with permission from
the park to fly his drone within the park boundaries,
captured some unique footage of the area around
Scrabble Mountain and Sheldon Lake. It is really quite
amazing to see what’s on the other side of a valley or
ridgeline, as hikers we generally only see what’s in our
immediately vicinity. You can see the footage on the
Wilderness Club’s Facebook page:
http://facebook.com/GHTAwilderess

All were from the Chinese community in the Toronto
area. There are 30 members in their actual hiking group
and they are active all year long, rain or shine including
snow and cold. Most of the group are relatively new
Canadians, and their ages ranged from the 30’s to the
50’s. On this particular day they were just finishing a hike
of the entire length of the Ganaraska Hiking Trail that
they had started several weeks back in Midland. In 2017
they did the entire Bruce Trail.

In October, a joint crew of Wilderness Club members,
Ontario Parks and the public changed the blazes
between Devil’s Lake and Petticoat Junction from white
to blue. This will alleviate any confusion at Petticoat
Junction where three trails met and all had white blazes.

They were very excited that they would soon be at the
cairn in Port Hope and at the completion of their current
adventure. Well, this got me excited as well, so, with
their blessing, I joined them for the last 10kms.

Congratulations to Jacqueline and Mikki, two members
of the Wilderness Club who, this summer become
certified Hike Ontario Wilderness Hike Leaders. So we
are hoping to offer even more hikes in the future with
them at the helm.

Several in the group took on the task of translating any
comments I made as to the history and the fact that we
had permission to pass through private property thanks
to a number of generous land owners. They were blown
away with how special the Harris portion of trail was and
had their photos taken on the bridges. They also
remarked on having met a very nice gentleman while
cutting through his yard and garden as they proceeded
along the old railway bed. I knew right away this was
none other than Bruce Williamson, one of our long time

Congratulations also go out to Margaret O’Dell, a
Wilderness Club member, and her hiking partner Wendy,
for completing the entire Ganaraska Trail this summer!
~Glynn Richardson/Robert Campbell, Co-Presidents

10

The Ganaraska News
…uses the Ganaraska Trail? (cont’d)
Pine Ridge members and a great “welcome wagon” for
the trail.

Comfortable Hiking Holidays
Toll free 1 (866) 449-1908
info@letshike.com

We proceeded down to the fish ladder then along the
Pat/Jack trail to end at the cairn.

www.letshike.com

NORTHERN LIGHTS
NORWAY

These hikers were very impressed with how well the trail
has been maintained and wanted me to extend their
thanks to one and all for their dedication. I showed them
the Pat/Jack plaque (commemorating Pat Lawson and
Jack Goering, GHT founders) and they were impressed as
to how many
years this trail
has been in
existence.

February 13 to 23, 2019
A full itinerary of adventures like cross-country skiing, dogsledding & snowmobiling plus Mother Nature's lightshow the Aurora Borealis (the Northern Lights). Home base is
Tromso - one of THE best places in the world to see the

Northern Lights!
Also visit the capital, Oslo, for some cultural exploration,
including the Nobel Peace Centre.
Part of the C.H.H. Adventure Collection.

ICELAND
August 17 to 27, 2019

Often we must
wonder
the
benefit of all the
trail maintenance we do and who on earth might use the
pathway....well here was an excellent example!

The land of the midnight sun!
Trek on volcanic terrain, marvel at the view atop Iceland’s
“Grand Canyon”, stand at the edge of the most powerful
waterfall in all Europe & relax in the soothing thermal waters
of the Blue Lagoon. From Reykjavik to the northern fishing
village of Husavik, explore the most dramatic landscape
anywhere.

MACHU PICCHU, PERU
September 13 to 25, 2019
Explore the Sacred Valley of the Incas by hiking through the
famed salt pans of Maras, the ancient ruins of Pisac, and
trekking high up into the Urubamba mountain range. Then
that all important day arrives when we hike into Machu
Picchu – rounding the corner of the Sun Gate and seeing
Machu Picchu with your own eyes will give you goose
bumps!
NO CAMPING – ALL ACCOMMODATIONS ARE IN
HOTELS AND LODGES

JAPAN
October 6 to 20, 2019
An intriguing destination offering a mix of traditional customs
intertwined with modern realities. Its history and culture are
always at the forefront - from a soak in a hot spring to touring
ancient Shinto shrines & dining in yukatas. Discover the
beautiful hiking trails from Tokyo to Kyoto, including
Kamikochi, the slopes of the iconic Mt. Fuji, and Takayama.
Accommodations include western-style hotels & traditional
Japanese ryokans, and the vibrant fall colours are at their
peak in October.
5 spots left, including 1 for gentleman willing to share
accommodations

2019 HIKING CALENDAR
Email us with your address to receive our much
anticipated 2019 Hiking Calendar.
TICO # 50018498
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WINTER (January 1 to April 30) 2019 Events Schedule
All GHTA members are encouraged to take part in any of the hikes, regardless of which
club they belong to. The club which is organizing the hike is listed under the date of that
hike. Call the leader if the weather is at all questionable in case the outing has been
cancelled. Wear suitable footwear and clothing, and bring snacks/drink/lunch. In most
cases, the hiking level is indicated as Easy, Moderate, Difficult and, on occasion,
Challenging.
Important Notice: Unpaid volunteers conduct events. Anyone participating in these
events, or making use of the trail in any way, does so at their own risk. The Wilderness
section should only be hiked with an approved Ganaraska Trail leader.
Event organizers and hike leaders are encouraged to have their hikers/participants sign
a Waiver sheet for each event where you or your participants may be exposed to risks
or accidental injury. Each area club can arrange how they want to file these, as they
should be kept for a couple of years.

Hiker's Code











Respect private property
Stay on the trail
Cross fences using stiles
Carry out all garbage
Walk around the edge of fields
Protect wildlife, trees and shrubs
Never strip bark from trees
When hiking on the trail on your
own, keep dogs on a leash near
farms and where required by law
Dogs are NOT permitted on
group hikes unless otherwise
specified

Participants’ Responsibilities
Participants in events must choose activities suitable to their physical capabilities and skill levels. They must inform the hike leader before the start
of an event about any health problems or allergies and the location of any special medications. They must follow leader’s directions. Parents and
guardians must supervise their children in their care.
Please take note of hikes listed on the Ganaraska Website. Occasionally there are additional hikes or corrections added after press time.

Club Information:

Barrie Club: For the period of January through April 2019 Barrie has scheduled Sunday hike / snowshoe events with the occasional cross county ski
event. We also have joint hike / snowshoe events with Orillia on Thursdays that are announced by the Orillia Club each week as arrangements are
finalized (check the GHTA website calendar for updates). In the Spring / Summer schedule we will be adding Tuesday evening trail walks and also
adding some cycling events. Always check the calendar on the GHTA website for the most current schedule information.
Kawartha Club: Please check the start times of all hikes as there is some variation. If necessary call the contact for hike details at least 1 day prior.
The back-up contacts: Wednesday Hikes: Ken Johnston 705-745-9043; Weekend/Thursday Hikes: Linda Piper 705-748-2274
Midland Club: Midland Hikers always meet at the Mountainview Parking Lot , County Road 93, Midland across from Food Basic Store. During this
period weekday hikes/snowshoe will be on Wednesday, meeting at 1pm! For these weekday hikes we do not list destinations, as they are decided
at random. These hikes are moderate and usually 2 hours long. Weekend meeting times vary, depending on destination. It is always recommended
to contact hike leader for details or changes before the hike. Especially alternate meeting places. Our weekly emails will also notify you of our activities.
For Pot Luck get-togethers, please bring your own plate, cutlery, beverage glass etc.
Mad River Club: There is no schedule of regular hikes for the Mad River section posted in the newsletter. Please watch the GHTA website newsletter
for any hikes that may get organized during the Winter 2019 schedule period
Orillia Club: Our usual meeting place is Willow Court Plaza, located at West St. South and Hwy 12 South. We meet, car pool and leave cars at the far
end beyond The Learning Centre. If you plan to be at one of the alternate meeting places, you must notify the hike leader. Hikes are held Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays. See the listings for details. Please arrive a few minutes before the time stated. For information, contact Isabelle 705-3268082.
Oro-Medonte Club: Our club generally meets on alternate Sundays starting at 1:30 pm for hikes lasting about 2 hours and on alternate Mondays
starting at 9:00 am for longer hikes. Most hikes are considered to be moderate. Contact Christine Cornu 705-733-3825 for more information.
Pine Ridge Club: Hikes every Saturday and Sunday mornings January to March 2019, additional Wednesday morning hike starting in April. There is
generally a short hike and a long hike each weekend.
Wasaga Beach Club: Meets at Blueberry Trails Nordic Centre at 9:15am every Wednesday. For further information on hikes contact the hike leader.
We will send out emails on a change of hike or any other event the club is involved in.
Wilderness Club: Anticipates organizing activities (maintenance trips, hikes, canoe trips) in addition to those that have been scheduled. For
information on our events during the winter season we invite all interested to view our Facebook page Facebook.com/GHTAwilderness
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Sunday, January 27
<MODERATE>
Hike name: Wasaga Beach Provincial Park, Groomed
XC Skiing,
Meeting time and location: For carpooling meet in the
rear parking lot of Canadian Tire on Bayfield St at 8:30
am and 9:05 am at the Beer Store in Stayner. Cross
Country skiing will start at 10:00 am at Wasaga Beach
Nordic Centre, 101 Blueberry Trail, and Wasaga.
Hike Description: This will be our first Cross Country
Ski event. We will be on the trails for 4-5 hours. Novice,
Intermediate and Expert Trails there will match the
group’s abilities. Bring lunch and warm up drinks. Trail
Centre and warm-up hut. Trail fee: TBD. Ski and
equipment rentals are available from park.
Contact: Gary Norton, 416-918-5050

BARRIE WINTER 2019 HIKES
General Information about the Winter Hike Schedule
Our events from January through April are at various
locations and have different meeting places so always
check the hike description for details. Thursday events
are announced weekly as details are finalized (the GHTA
website will contain the latest plans). All listed events are
weather dependent. Always check the calendar on the
GHTA website for the most current information about
Barrie Club events.
-----------------------------------Sunday, January 6
<MODERATE>
Hike name: Simcoe County Forest (map #19 of GHTA
Guide Book)
Meeting time & location: 10:00 a.m. start from the
parking lot just east of intersection of Bass Lake Sideroad
and Line #7N in Oro-Medonte.
Hike description: The trail is on the north side of Bass
Lake Sideroad. There is a good variety forest types and
terrain (meaning some hills) on a 7km loop with an option
of including an additional 3km loop. Snowshoe duration
will be approx. 3 hrs. Bring snack, water and appropriate
clothing for the weather. Everyone is invited back to Sue
and John’s for chili immediately after the snowshoe.
Contact: Sue Sloan 705-487-3861 or Tanya MacLean
(705) 716-1899

Sunday, February 3
<MODERATE>
Hike name: TBD (check the GHTA website calendar for
the latest update)
Sunday, February 10 <MODERATE>
Hike name: Kolapore Uplands, Backcountry Snowshoe
Hike
Meeting time and location: 8:30AM in rear parking lot
of Canadian Tire Bayfield St. and 9:05 am at the Beer
Store in Stayner.
Hike description: Backcountry snowshoe hike through
trail-less portion of Kolapore Uplands. Bring lunch and
warm up drink, soup and treats afterwards at Gary’s ski
chalet. Some extra snowshoes are available from Gary.
Contact: Gary Norton, 416-918-5050

Sunday, January 13
<MODERATE>
Hike name: Simcoe County Forest (map #19 of GHTA
Guide Book)
Meeting time & location: 10:00 a.m. start from the
parking lot just east of intersection of Bass Lake Sideroad
and Line #7N in Oro-Medonte.
Hike description: Snowshoe duration will be between 34 hours. Note: There are a variety of hikes that can be
done from this location and all can be loops. Bring water,
lunch and appropriate clothing for the weather
Contact: Gertrude Bezner (705) 719-8718

Sunday, February 17 <EASY / MODERATE>
Hike name: Midhurst Area
Meeting time and location: 2:00 pm start from behind
Simcoe County Building
Hike
description:
Afternoon
snowshoe
for
approximately 2 ½ hours behind Simcoe County
Building. Bring snack and a drink
Contact: Shelagh Blenkarn (705) 722-6689

Sunday, January 20
<MODERATE>
Hike name: Simcoe County Forest (map #19 of GHTA
Guide Book)
Meeting time & location: 10:00 a.m. start from the
parking lot just east of intersection of Bass Lake Sideroad
and Line #7N in Oro-Medonte.
Hike description: Snowshoe duration will be between 34 hours. Note: There are a variety of hikes that can be
done from this location and all can be loops. Bring water,
lunch and appropriate clothing for the weather.
Contact: Isobel Thorup (705) 325-6578

Sunday, February 24 <EASY >
Hike name: Cross Country Ski or snowshoe in Awenda
Provincial Park
Meeting time and location: 8:30 a.m. in rear parking lot
of Canadian Tire Bayfield St. Barrie
Hike description: Ski or snowshoe for 1 ½ - 2 hrs in the
morning, have lunch in the warming hut then ski or
snowshoe for 1 ½ - 2 hrs in the afternoon
Contact: Sue or John Sloan 705-487-3861 or 705-7156994
13
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Sunday, March 31
<MODERATE>
Hike name: Simcoe County Forest (map #19 of GHTA
Guide Book)
Meeting time & location: 10:00 a.m. start from the
parking lot just east of intersection of Bass Lake Sideroad
and Line #7N in Oro-Medonte.
Hike description: Snowshoe duration will be between 3-4
hours. Note: There are a variety of hikes that can be done
from this location and all can be loops. Bring water, lunch
and appropriate clothing for the weather.
Contact: Jeff Haglund 705-726-7189

BARRIE WINTER 2019 HIKES (cont’d)
Sunday, March 3
<MODERATE>
Hike name: Copeland Forest (map #20 & #30 in GHTA
Guide Book)
Meeting time & location: 10:00 a.m. start from
Copeland Forest P5 parking lot (on the west side of Line
5N just north of Horseshoe Valley Road).
Hike description: Snowshoe for approximately 2-3
hours on the Ganaraska Trail and other trails in
Copeland Forest. The trails will be relatively flat with a
variety of forest environments. Bring lunch and a drink.
Contact: John Sloan 705-715-6994

Sunday, April 7
<MODERATE>
Hike name: Copeland Forest (map #20 & #30 in GHTA
Guide Book)
Meeting time & location: 10:00 a.m. start at Copeland
Forest P2 parking lot (on Ingram Road across from Breen’s
Lumber)
Hike description: Snowshoe for approximately 2-3 hours
on the Ganaraska Trail and other trails in Copeland Forest.
The trails will be relatively flat with a variety of forest
environments. Bring lunch and a drink.
Contact: John Sloan 705-715-6994

Sunday, March 10
<MODERATE>
Hike name: Simcoe County Forest (map #19 of GHTA
Guide Book)
Meeting time & location: 10:00 a.m. start from the
parking lot just east of intersection of Bass Lake
Sideroad and Line #7N in Oro-Medonte.
Hike description: Snowshoe will be between 3 and 3
1/2 hours. Note: There are a variety of hikes that can be
done from this location and all can be loops. Bring lunch
and a drink.
Contact: Gertrude Bezner 705-719-8718

Sunday, April 14
<EASY>
Hike name: Historic Hike from Simcoe County Museum to
Fort Willow
Meeting time & location: 10:00 am at the Simcoe County
Museum
Hike description: This hike will involve a car shuttle. Hike
duration will be approximately 4 hours. Bring lunch and
water.
Contact: Shelagh Blenkarn (705) 722-6689

Sunday, March 17
<MODERATE>
Hike name: Midhurst Community Centre (map #21 in
GHTA Guide Book)
Meeting time & location: 10:00 a.m. start from the
Midhurst Community Centre (74 Doran Road in
Springwater)
Hike description: Snowshoe for approximately 3 hours
on the Ganaraska Trail heading north from the
Midhurst Community Centre (out and back). Bring
lunch and a drink.
Contact: John Sloan 705-715-6994

Sunday, April 21
<MODERATE>
Hike name: Copeland Forest (map #20 & #30 in GHTA
Guide Book)
Meeting time & location: 10:00 a.m. start at Copeland
Forest P2 parking lot (on Ingram Road across from Breen’s
Lumber)
Hike description: Snowshoe for approximately 2-3 hours
on the Ganaraska Trail and other trails in Copeland Forest.
The trails will be relatively flat with a variety of forest
environments. Bring lunch and a drink.
Contact: John Sloan 705-715-6994

Sunday, March 24
<MODERATE>
Hike name: Simcoe County Forest / Rugby Estates area
(map #18 of GHTA Guide Book)
Meeting time & location: 10:00 a.m. meet at Line #11N
just north of Old Barrie Road in Oro-Medonte.
Hike description: Snowshoe will be between 3 and 3
1/2 hours. This snowshoe is linear (out and back on
same trail). Bring lunch and a drink
Contact: Liz Erwin 705-792-6181

Sunday, April 28
<MODERATE>
Hike name: Simcoe County Forest Line 3 Tower hike
Meeting time & location: 9:30 a.m. at historic Black
African Church on Line 3 and Old Barrie Rd.
Hike description: 3-4 hour hike in Simcoe County Forest
(Barr Tract) with some hills. Bring lunch, snacks and water
Contact: Dale Hannah 705-730-6879
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Wednesday, January 16 (MODERATE) 4 km
Emily Tract
10am: Meet at Portage Place Mall at 9:30 a.m. to carpool
or the Emily Tract at 10:00 a.m. Walk the trails through
the conservation area. Ice grippers and poles may be
needed.
Contact: Alan Gaunt alan_gaunt@mac.com

KAWARTHA WINTER HIKES 2019
Carpool meeting points: Peterborough, ON
Portage Place Mall-across the entrance drive from Rexall
Drugs (not in front of the store).
Crawford Drive Carpool-west of Visitor’s Centre.
Riverview Park & Zoo-north end of Water St.
Keene Road Carpool- across from Burnham Mansion
Veterinary Services.

Saturday, January 19 (EASY/MOD) 9 km
Warsaw Caves Conservation Area
10am: Meet at Inverlea Park (at Parkhill Rd and Auburn
St) at 9:30am or meet outside the park gate at 10am. Hike
the trail system. Bring a snack and water. Icers or
snowshoes may be needed depending on conditions.
Lunch at the Buttertart Factory in Warsaw.
Contact: Linda P 705-748-2274

Additional Information
Wednesday hikes are generally 1 ½ to 2 hours in length.
If necessary call the contact for hike details at least 1 day
prior. The back-up contacts:
Wednesday Hikes: Ken 705-745-9043
Weekend/Thursday Hikes: Linda 705-748-2274
When carpooling: Please contribute to gas costs. Fees for
parking and entry to parks and conservation areas are
shared among the driver and passengers. Please arrive 10
minutes prior to start time in order to arrange the
carpooling and get directions.
Please check: The start times of all hikes as there is some
variation. We also have a hike on a Thursday in this
schedule.

Wednesday, January 23 (MODERATE) 4 km
Young’s Point Conservation Area
10am: Meet at Riverview Zoo at 9:30 a.m. to carpool or
3rd Line just past
South Beach Rd at 10am. Walk the trails through the
conservation area. Snowshoes maybe needed depending
on conditions.
Contact: Richard Raper 705-750-1040

-------------------------------------------------------

Saturday, January 5 (EASY/MOD) 12km
Ken Reid Conservaion Area
10am: Meet at Portage Place Mall at 9am to carpool or in
the parking lot of Ken Reid CA at 10am. Hike through the
forest, meadow and marshes. It will include a section of
the Ganaraska Trail and a good view of Sturgeon Lake.
Bring a snack and water. Lunch after the hike in Lindsay.
Contact: Regina 705-745-6833

Saturday, January 26
The Ganaraska Forest-All info to follow early in 2019.
Hike Leader: Tony 705-755-0815
Wednesday, January 30 (EASY/MOD) 5-6 km
Southeast End Hike
10am: Meet at the Navy Club. Walk the trails and
sidewalks around the southeast end of the city
Ice grippers and pokes are recommended. Lunch is
available after for $7 or maybe $8 per person.
Please confirm if you want to stay for lunch.
Contact: Barb Rimmer 705-760-1974 or
barbrimmer01@gmail.com.

Wednesday, January 9 (EASY) 6-7 km
South End Walk
10am: Walk the side streets of the south end. Meet at
10am at Lansdowne Place near the southeast entrance of
the mall.
Contact: Ken Johnston kenjohnston@hotmail.ca

Sunday February 3 (MODERATE) 13.5 km
Ramble to Rhino’s
10am: Meet at Crawford Drive carpooling lot at 9:35am
or at the east end of the lakeshore parking lot in Bewdley
at 10am. Short car shuttle to the start of the hike near
Gore’s Landing, then follow various routes back to
Rhino’s Roadhouse for a late lunch. Bring a snack and
drinks.
Contact: Tony 705-755-0815

Saturday, January 12 (MODERATE) 9km
Northumberland Forest
10am: Meet at Crawford Dr carpool at 9:15am or at the
Woodlands parking lot on the East side of Highway #45
at 10am. We will be doing a 9 km loop. A 6 km option is
available. Bring lunch and water. Snowshoes or icers
depending on conditions.
Contact: Nick P 705-243-1265
15
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Saturday, February 23 (MODERATE) 8-10 km
Miner’s Walk
10am: Meet at the Keene Road carpool at 8:45am.
Explore the old Cordova Gold Mines property NorthEast of Havelock. Afterwards have lunch at The Ranch.
Contact: Mark & Heather Roper 705-874-2133

KAWARTHA WINTER HIKES 2019 (cont’d)
Wednesday, February 6 (MODERATE) 7km
Warsaw Caves Conservation Area
10am: Meet at Riverview Zoo at 9:20 am or the Warsaw
Caves at 10am. Walk the trails through the
conservation area. Hiking poles and ice grippers may be
needed.
Contact: Fred & Karen Kooy
705-559-6436

Wednesday, February 27 (EASY) 7 km
South End Rail and Trails
10am: Meet at the Market Plaza on George St. South.
Walk the rail trails through the south side of
Peterborough.
Contact: Linda Piper at lindapiper88@gmail.com

Sunday, February 10 (MODERATE) 5, 8 or 11km
Owl and the Pussycats’ Trail
10am: Meet at Keene Rd carpool at 9:40am or at the
intersection of County Rds 2 & 38 at 10am. Park just
south of County Rd 2. Hike the TCT along the shore of
Rice Lake and on an unassumed section of River Rd near
Birdsall CA. Watch for wildlife! Bring a snack and
water. Lunch after hike.
Contact: Tony 705-755-0815

Saturday, March 2
The Ganaraska Forest-All info to follow early in 2019.
Hike Leader: Regina
Wednesday, March 6 (EASY) 6-7 km
Little Lake Circuit
10am: Meet at Roger’s Cove. Hike the sidewalks and
trails around Little Lake. Ice grippers and poles may be
needed.
Contact: Marjorie Hurst
marjoriehurst0849@gmail.com

Wednesday, February 13 (EASY/MOD) 6-7 km
James Stevenson Park
10am: Meet at 347 Burnham St. Walk the rotary trail
and quiet neighbourhoods.
Contact: Eveline 705-874-6028

Saturday, March 9 (EASY) 8.8 km
Jackson Park/Parkway Trail
10am: Meet at the Zoo at 9:45am to carpool to Ackison
Rd. Walk the trails back to the Zoo. Bring lunch and
drinks.
Contact: Barb Rimmer 705-760-1974 or
barbrimmer@gmail.com

Saturday, February 16 (EASY)
Norwood Area
10am: Meet at the Keene Rd carpool at 9:30am or at 47
Queen St, Norwood at 10am. Snowshoe or hike in the
Norwood Area followed by chili lunch at Rose’s at
approx. 1:30pm. Chili (gluten free and vegetarian) buns,
butter and hot beverages will be provided. Contribution
of finger desserts, cookies or squares will not be
refused. Bring water and a snack for the trail.
Contact: Rose 745-639-2431

Wednesday, March 13 (EASY/MOD) 6 km
Robert Johnston EcoForest
10am: Meet at Keene Road Carpool at 9:30am or 185
Douro 5th Line Douro at 10:00 a.m. Walk the many trails
through the forest. Ice grippers and poles may be
needed.
Contact: Shirley Davey 705 741 4476

Wednesday, February 20 (EASY) 5-6 km
Sir Sandford Fleming Trails
10am: Meet at the Wellness Centre Parking Lot (near
the ball diamonds). Walk through the grounds and
forest area. Ice grippers and poles may be needed
Contact: John Poch 705-743-9447

Saturday, March 16 (MODERATE) 10-14 km
Hogback Trail
10am: Meet at 9:30 am at Portage Place Mall to carpool
or at Mount Horeb Rd. and Hogback Rd. (just west of
Omemee) at 10am. Please carpool from home or the
Mall as parking is limited. Walk the Hogback to the ski
hill and then return. Bring lunch and drinks.
Contact: Marjorie 705-761-8895

Wednesday, February 20
Travelogue and Pizza Night
6pm: Meet at Shirley Davey's condominium- 1099
Clonsilla Ave. in the common room. We will need an
RSVP so we know how much pizza to order. The price
will be approx. $7 ea. Contact: Pat Poch 705-743-9447
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Wednesday, April 10
(EASY/MOD) 5-6 km
Towers of Television Road
10am: Meet at the parking lot on Canal St. on the east
bank immediately north of Parkhill Rd.
Walk the trail and fields through the area. Hiking poles
would be asset
Contact: Tony 705-755-0815

KAWARTHA WINTER HIKES 2019 (cont’d)
Wednesday, March 20 (EASY/MOD) 6 km
Trent Wildlife Sanctuary
10am: Meet at the sanctuary parking lot. Walk the many
trails through the sanctuary. Ice grippers and poles may
be needed.
Contact: Ken J. kenjohnston@hotmail.ca

Saturday, April 13 (MODERATE) 12 km
Orono Crown Lands
10am: Meet at Crawford Drive to carpool at 9:30am or at
the parking lot at Ochonski Road 1.5 km south of Taunton
Rd at 10am. Hike thru the woods winging our way along
the creek to Orono. We will stop at the Dutch Bakery for
coffee or lunch before returning to the cars.
Contact: Linda 705-748-2274

Saturday, March 23 (EASY) 12km
Sandy Flats Sugar Bush (Warkworth)
10:30am: Joint hike with Pine Ridge. Meet at Keene Rd
carpool at 9:45am or meet in Dartford at County Road 42
and Campbell Road at 10:30am. Roadside parking. A
pleasant walk along country roads to Sandy Flats Sugar
Bush for a pancake lunch (approx. $7 or $8) and walk
back. You can also bring your own lunch to eat outside at
the picnic tables. The hike leader is Stan Muldoon from
Pine Ridge Hiking Club.
Contact: Tony 705-755-0815

Wednesday, April 17
(EASY) 6 km
North End Trails and Pathways
10am: Meet at Activity Haven at 180 Bernardo Ave. Walk
the trails, pathways and sidewalks through the north end.
Contact: Eveline 705-874-6028

Wednesday, March 27 (EASY) 5-6km
Bridgenorth Trails
10am: Meet at the north end of Hilliard St. in the trail
parking lot. Walk the trail to Bridgenorth and back.
Contact: Richard Raper 705-750-1040

Thursday, April 18 (MODERATE) 11km
TCT, Doube’s Trestle and Grassy Rd
10am: Meet at 9:45am at Portage Place Mall carpool or
at 10am on the east side of Orange Corners Rd near its
intersection with Hwy#7. Hike along a beautiful country
road and loop back to the car on the TCT crossing Doube’s
Trestle near the end of the hike. Some hills. Bring a snack.
Lunch at home.
Contact: Tony 705-755-0815

Sunday, March 31
The Ganaraska Forest-All info to follow early in 2019.
Hike Leader: Rose
Wednesday, April 3 (MODERATE) 5-6 km
Harold Town Conservation Area
10am: Meet at Harold Town’s Parking Lot. Walk the many
trails through the conservation area. Hiking poles would
be an asset.
Contact: Linda Piper lindapiper88@gmail.com

Wednesday April 24
John Earle Chase Memorial Park
Details to forward closer to the date of the hike.
Contact: Karin and Gord Sinclair 705-657-8056

Saturday, April 6 (EASY/MOD) 8-12km
Ferris Provincial Park
10am: Meet at the Keene Road carpool at 9:10am to
carpool or at 227 Saskatoon Ave., Campbellford. Walk
the trails along the river, by the Ranney Gorge
Suspension Bridge and around the drumlin as well as
campground roads. Might even end the hike by walking
past the chocolate factory on the way back to the cars!
Contact: Richard Raper 705-750-1040

Saturday, April 27 (MODERATE) 9-11 km
Millbrook Valley Trails
10am: This is our annual hike with advertising for the
public. Meet at Crawford Drive carpool at 9:40 am or
behind the arena in Millbrook at 10am. Hike the valley
trail system to the “bottom” well south of the 4th Line
Theatre and back to the arena Mill. Bring a snack and
drinks. Lunch in Millbrook or at home.
Contact: Fred and Karen Kooy 705-559-6436
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Heated cabin and outdoor woodstove for lunch stop
and breaks. Marked trails for cross country skiing. Bring
lunch.
Contact: Jim Laking: 705-722-0512 or Frieda Baldwin:
705-245-1005

KAWARTHA WINTER HIKES 2019 (cont’d)
Wednesday, May 22 AGM Meeting
6:00 pm: Pot luck dinner followed by AGM Meeting.
Held at Shirley Davey's condominium- 1099 Clonsilla
Ave. in the common room. Come and support your
hiking club!

Sunday, January 27
<EASY- MODERATE>
Snowshoe –Orr Lake Trails
Contact: Larry: 705-549-5165

MIDLAND WINTER HIKES 2019
Midland Hikers always meet at the Mountainview
Parking Lot, County Road 93, Midland across from Food
Basics Store.
During this period weekday
hikes/snowshoe will be on Wednesday, meeting at
1pm! For these weekday hikes we do not list
destinations, as they are decided at random. These
hikes are moderate and usually 2 hours long.
Weekend meeting times vary, depending on
destination. It is always recommended to contact hike
leader for details or changes before the hike.
Especially alternate meeting places. Our weekly emails will also notify you of our activities.
For pot luck get-togethers, please bring your own plate,
cutlery, beverage glass etc.

Killbear Lodge Winter Weekend Snowshoe/Ski
Adventure
<EASY - CHALLENGING>
Group 1: Thursday January 31 to Sunday February 3
Group 2: Sunday February 3 to Wednesday February 6
Contact: Frieda: 705-245-1005 (for information and
registration)
Saturday February 2 <MODERATE>
1 pm Meet in Midland or
1:30pm Meet at 4261 Upper Big Chute Rd, Coldwater.
Snowshoe at Big Chute Area
Contact: Joe / Jeannette: 705-828-6017
Saturday, February 9 <MODERATE> 10am
Snowshoe Copeland Forest
Bring Lunch
Contact: Marc: 705-527-1967

Recreational Biking & Paddling Outings
No activities during the winter months. Check again in
the spring.

Saturday, February 16 <MODERATE> 10am
Snowshoe Minesing Swamp Area
Bring lunch
Contact: Frieda: 705-245-1005

Tuesday, January 1st
<EASY>
1pm
Annual Hike/ Snowshoe and Soup Party Social
Hosted by Margot and Jim Janzen, 172 Duck Bay Rd.,
Waubaushene
Don’t forget you own soup bowl, cutlery etc.
Contact: Marc for hike at 705-527-1967 or Margot for
Soup at 705-956-0002
Sunday, January 6
<EASY>
Snowshoe - Barrie (social to follow)
Contact: Jochen /Josie: 705-728-4359

1pm

Sunday, February 24 <EASY>
Snowshoe - Tiny Beaches –Trails
Social to follow
Contact: Klaus: 705-533-9900

1pm

1pm

Sunday, March 3
<MODERATE> 10am
Hike/Snowshoe - 6 Mile Prov. Park
Bring Lunch
Contact: Frieda: 705-245-1005

Saturday, January 12 <EASY>
12 noon
Snowshoe Scout Valley – Orillia
Meet at Regan House, Line 15, Oro Medonte
Contact: Kim: 705-327-2033

Sunday March 10
<EASY - MODERATE>
11:00am
Meet in Midland
or

Saturday, January 19 <EASY- CHALLENGING> 8:45 am
Cross Country ski or snowshoe at Laking woodlot in
Lisle.
An annual winter highlight. Suitable for families.

11:30am Meet at Springwater Government Bldg, Hwy
26
Snowshoe Midhurst Forest
Bring Lunch
Contact: Johanna: 705-735-2583
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MIDLAND WINTER HIKES 2019 (cont’d)

ORILLIA WINTER HIKES 2019

Sunday, March 17
<EASY>
1pm
St. Patrick Day Hiking Parade – Wear Green!!
Mystery – Elmvale Area (Social to follow)
Contact: Linda/Dennis: 705-322-2612

Special Events: There will be an Orillia Section End-toEnd series of hikes again this year, beginning with a
snowshoe on January 12 and a hike on April 6. We will
host a Public Hike on April 20.

Saturday, March 23
<EASY>
Hike/Snowshoe - Cedar Point Forest
18th Conc. Lafontaine area
Contact: Frieda: 705-245-1005

EVERY TUESDAY <EASY> 2 hr
Local Hike or Snowshoe
9:00 (usually): Meet at Willow Court.
Monday Evening, Must Contact: Paul 705-325-6001 (in
case of weather-related change in plans)

1pm

Sunday, March 24
<EASY>
10am
Wye Marsh Sweet Water Festival – Midland
Meet at Wye Marsh Parking Lot
Pancake Breakfast $5.00, admission $10.00, followed by
2 hour hike.
See https://www.wyemarsh.com/sweetwater
We always like to support this local wild life nature
reserve.
Contact: Edda: 705-427-3460

EVERY THURSDAY <EASY to MODERATE> up to 4 hr
Orillia and Barrie clubs organize a snowshoe in an area
central to both sections.
10:00 am: Meet at specified start point for that week.
There is often an opportunity for some to hike a shorter
distance. Call the contact person to be on the e-mail list
for each week’s trek. Please arrange to car pool if
possible.
Contact: Isabelle 705-326-8082

Sunday March 31
<EASY>
1 pm
Hike/Snowshoe Sturgeon River Forest
Rosemount Rd, Waubaushene
Contact: Sigi: 705-528-1593
Sunday, April 7 <MODERATE> 10am
Hike/Snowshoe Blueberry Plains – Wasaga Beach
Bring Lunch
Contact: Marc: 705-527-1967

Saturday, JANUARY 5 <EASY> 1.5–2 hr
Snowshoe and Potluck at Bob & Mary’s Farm
12:30 pm: Meet at Willow Court -OR1:00 pm: Meet at the farm.
Snowshoe at 1:00 pm in a beautiful wooded area and
along fence lines. A potluck at 3:00 pm will be followed
by a short presentation on Hiking the Mountains of
Portugal.
Contact: Bob & Mary 705-835-6470

Saturday, April 13
10am
Trail Maintenance – Bring Lunch
Volunteers needed… very rewarding work!
Contact: Marc 705-527-1967

Saturday, JANUARY 12 <EASY to MODERATE> 6.5 km
Hike #1 Orillia Section End-to-End
10:00 am: Meet at Willow Court.
Linear snowshoe, there and back, between County Road
169 and the junction of Concession 13 and Sideroad 5.
The hike may begin at either end, so you must meet at
Willow Court. Bring water and lunch; dress for some
open, windy areas.
Contact: Carol 705-325-1065

Sunday April 14 <EASY>
1pm
Explore Tiny Beaches Ice Formations
Social to follow
Contact: Gerolf: 705-533-3547

Saturday, JANUARY 19 <EASY> 2–2.5 hr
Breakfast and Snowshoe
9:00 am: Meet at a local restaurant for breakfast.
We will then drive to the parking lot on Division Road
and snowshoe in the Simcoe County Forest.
Must Contact by Tuesday: Isabelle 705-326-8082 (for
breakfast reservations)

Saturday April 20
<EASY>
1pm
Midland Ganaraska Section- Season Opener
Contact: Edda: 705-427-3460
Sunday April 28
<EASY>
10am
Nine Mile Portage & Look Out – Barrie Area
Bring Lunch
Contact: Frieda: 705-245-1005
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Saturday, MARCH 9 <EASY> up to 2 hr
Snowshoe West of Orillia
1:00 pm: Meet at Isabelle’s.
After snowshoeing, we’ll gather in her house for
coffee and muffins.
Contact: Isabelle 705-326-8082

ORILLIA WINTER HIKES 2019 (cont’d)
Saturday, JANUARY 26 <EASY> 2–2.25 hr
Copeland Forest—Passport to Nature
12:45 pm: Meet at parking area on Ingram Road
across from Breen’s Lumber.
We are participating in Couchiching Conservancy’s
Passport to Nature program with an easy, fun
snowshoe in the Copeland Forest.
Contact: Sue 705-835-5355

Saturday, MARCH 23 <MODERATE to DIFFICULT>3–
4hr
Snowshoe Five Winds Trail
8:30 am: Meet at Willow Court -OR9:00 am: Meet at Coldwater Commuter Parking Lot on
Hwy 12.
Snowshoe hilly and rugged terrain in Muskoka
wilderness. Bring a lunch. Weather permitting.
Must Contact: Isobel 705-325-6578

Saturday, FEBRUARY 2 <MODERATE>
Cross-Country Ski or Snowshoe in Awenda P.P.
9:00 am: Meet at Willow Court -OR9:15 am: Meet at Price’s Corners.
Bring a lunch. We’ll eat lunch in the cabin at the
entrance. Note that there will be a park entrance fee
for any vehicles without an annual pass.
Contact: Isobel 705-325-6578 (for ski)
Contact: Isabelle 705-326-8082 (for snowshoe)

Saturday, MARCH 30 <EASY>
Lafontaine Sugar Shack
10:00 am: Meet at Willow Court to car pool.
Hike or snowshoe, followed by potluck lunch in David’s
sugar shack.
Must Contact: Marion 705-327-5366

Saturday, FEBRUARY 9 <EASY to MODERATE> 4.5–5
hr (includes break for lunch)
Snowshoe at Two Couchiching Conservancy
Properties near Washago
10:00 am: Meet at parking lot of the old Target Store.
Don’t miss this 2-for-1 opportunity in a very scenic
area! Between the two treks we’ll stop for lunch at a
Washago restaurant.
Must Contact: Sue 705-835-5355 (lunch reservations
required)

Saturday, APRIL 6 <EASY> 15 km
Hike #2 Orillia Section End-to-End
9:30 am: Meet at Willow Court.
Linear one-way hike, so there will be a car shuttle.
Choose clothing and footwear suitable for walking on
country roads. This is a pleasant rural area between
Sadowa and the junction of Sideroad 5 and Concession
13.
Contact: Carol 705-325-1065

Saturday, FEBRUARY 16 <MODERATE> 3 hr
Snowshoe from Rugby
10:00: Meet at Willow Court -OR10:10: Meet on 11th Line.
Snowshoe on the Ganaraska from Rugby Line 11
towards Line 9 and return. It’s a lovely area close to
Orillia, with some hills. Bring a lunch.
Contact: Fern 705-325-2952

Saturday, APRIL 20 <EASY> 1.5–2 hr
Public Hike for GHTA’s Anniversary
10:00 am: Meeting area TBA
A hike to recognize 51 years of the Ganaraska Trail
Association will kick off the spring season. Members
and new hikers will explore local trails, including the
Ganaraska. The goal is to encourage hiking and
develop a healthy appreciation of natural areas.
Contact: Wendy 705-238-7217

Saturday, FEBRUARY 23 <EASY> 2 hr
Snowshoe at Bass Lake & Soup Lunch at Barb’s
10:00 am: Meet at Willow Court -OR10:15 am: Call hike leader for parking information.
Snowshoe in the Provincial Park, with some hills. Then
meet at Barb’s for lunch, including her famous soup.
Must Contact: Barb 705-238-9778

Saturday, APRIL 27 <EASY>
Hike in Scout Valley
1:00 pm: Meet in Scout Valley’s Regan House parking
lot on Line 15.
The hike will follow the Spring Meeting of the Board of
Directors, so Directors of all clubs and other members
can hike together.
Contact: Paul 705-325-6001

Saturday, MARCH 2 <EASY> 2.5 hr
Snowshoe in Slessor Tract off Burnside Line
10:00 am: Meet in the parking lot of the Old Target
Store. We’ll meet and car pool. Bring lunch.
Contact: Wendy 705-238-7217
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9:30 am: meet at the Crown Hill Car Park (junction of Hwy
11 and 93) to carpool; ski or snowshoe; bring a lunch and
water; there is a fee.
Must contact Bob 705-728-8985 or Holly 705-835-7018

ORO-MEDONTE WINTER HIKES 2019
Anyone is welcome to join in on any of the following events.
Be sure to bring drinking water; hiking boots are
recommended. For more information about the club contact
Christine 705-733-3825 or visit the Ganaraska Hiking Trail
website www.ganaraska-hiking-trail.org .

Sunday, FEBRUARY 24 <MODERATE or EASY> 2hrs
Copeland Forest
1:30 pm: meet at the P2 parking lot on Ingram Rd, just
east of the 4th line to ski or snowshoe
Must contact Sue 705-722-0395 or Kim 705-721-0502

-----------------------------------------------

Sunday, JANUARY 6
<MODERATE> 2 hrs
Springwater Park
1:30 pm: meet in the parking lot in Springwater Park to
ski or snowshoe. There is a fee.
Must contact Kim 705-721-0502 or June 705-721-0621

Monday, MARCH 4
<MODERATE or EASY>
Soup and Sandwich Lunch and Ski or Snowshoe
12:00 pm: meet at Oro-Medonte 2407 Line 3 North for
lunch followed by a ski or snowshoe; bring sandwiches or
squares to share; soup will be provided.
Must contact Lois or Bob 705-728-8985

Monday, JANUARY 14 <MODERATE or EASY>
Wasaga Nordic & Trail Centre (formerly Blueberry
Plains Nordic Centre)
9:30 am: meet at the Crown Hill Car Park (junction of Hwy
11 and 93) to carpool; ski or snowshoe in Wasaga Beach
Provincial Park; bring a lunch and water; there is a park
fee.
Must contact Christine 705-733-3825 or
Sue 705-722-0395

Sunday, MARCH 17
<EASY> 2 hrs
Orillia Millennium Trail
1:30 pm: meet at Tudhope Park (intersection Hwy 12 and
Atherly Rd in Orillia) to hike along Lake Couchiching.
Must contact Wayne 705-835-7018 or
Christine 705-733-3825

Monday, JANUARY 21 <MODERATE or EASY>
Potluck Supper and Moonlight Ski or Snowshoe
5:30 pm: meet at 5 Bunker Place in Horseshoe Valley, just
off Alpine Way, for a pot luck supper followed by a
moonlight ski or snowshoe; bring a salad or main course
or dessert to serve 8.
Must contact Holly or Wayne 705-835-7018

Monday, MARCH 25
Annual Meeting and Potluck Supper
5:30 pm sharp: meet at Dalston United Church, 1734
Penetanguishene Rd., just north of Old Barrie Rd. Bring
your own plate, mug and cutlery and a main course or
salad or dessert to feed 8 people. Supper at 5:30; short
business meeting at 6:30 followed by a presentation by
Margaret Kennedy on “Invasive Garlic Plants”.
Contact Bob or Lois 705-728-8985

Monday, JANUARY 28 <MODERATE or EASY>
Bracebridge Resource Management Centre
9:30 am: meet at the Crown Hill Car Park (junction of
Hwy 11 and 93) to carpool; ski or short snowshoe; bring
a snack and water; will stop for lunch on the way back.
Must contact Wayne 705-835-7018 or
Gerda 705-722-8568

Sunday, MARCH 31
2 hrs
Mystery Hike
1:30 pm: must call the contact person to get hike details
Must contact Christine 705-733-3825 or Gerda 705722-8568

Sunday, FEBRUARY 3
<MODERATE> 2 hours
Simcoe County Forest
1:30 pm: meet at the parking area on Oro-Medonte Line
8, about ½ km north of the Old Barrie Rd to snowshoe a
circle loop in the forest.
Must contact Wayne 705-835-7018 or Sue 705-722-0395

Monday APRIL 8
Midland Waterfront Hike
9:30 am: meet at the Crown Hill Car Park (junction of Hwy
11 and 93) to carpool; hike along Georgian Bay from Fort
Saint Marie area to downtown Midland (there will be a
car shuttle); bring or buy a lunch.
Must contact Noel 705-252-9323 or Holly 705-835-7018

Monday, FEBRUARY 11 <MODERATE >
Awenda Provincial Park
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1:30 p.m. Leaving from the Scotia Bank entrance of the
Northumberland Mall
Contact: John Kurowski 905-885-8776.

ORO-MEDONTE WINTER HIKES 2019 (cont’d)
Sunday APRIL 14
<EASY>
2 hrs
Barrie Waterfront Hike
1:30 pm: meet at the Barrie city parking lot just east of
Bayfield Street and just north of Lakeshore Drive to hike
along the waterfront to the new Memorial Square and
back.
Must contact Kim 705-721-0502 or Wayne 705-8357018

Saturday January 5
<MODERATE> 7 km
Hamilton Township. Frying pan hike in the Vimy Ridge
Rd. area on roads and road allowances
9:30 a.m Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Bring a snack and a drink
Contact: Jim Wood 250-858-7989

Monday APRIL 29
<MODERATE> 9km
Creemore Nature Preserve
9:30 am: meet at the Crown Hill Car Park (junction of
Hwy 11 and 93) to carpool; hike a hill section of the
Ganaraska Trail (there will be a car shuttle) followed by
a circle hike in the newly created Creemore Nature
Preserve; bring a lunch and water
Must contact Bob 705-728-8985 or Noel 705-252-9323

Sunday January 6
< MODERATE> 10 km
Rural roads north east of Canton
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Bring a snack and a drink
Contact: Christine Maloney Wood 905-375-4680
Saturday January 12 <EASY> 5 km
Perrytown – Garden Hill area.
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Bring a snack and a drink
Contact: Paul Archambault 905-885-7139

PINE RIDGE WINTER HIKES 2019
HIKERS SHOULD ARRIVE AT LEAST 10 MINUTES BEFORE THE
ADVERTISED HIKE TIME
We use the following ratings for Level of Difficulty (terrain) of
our hikes:
EASY – Well-defined trails and/or roads, gentle inclines.
Hiking boots not required, but trails may be wet.
MODERATE – Generally on trails and/or roads; may be hilly
with some rough spots or obstacles. Boots and poles are
recommended.
MODERATE PLUS – Generally on trails; rough terrain and/or
steep sections and/or long climbs and descents. Boots and
poles are highly recommended.
CHALLENGING – Rough terrain; one or more of extensive
bushwhacking, steep sections, long climbs and descents,
beaver dams or other obstacles, or rock scrambling. Boots
and poles are essential; long pants and sleeves
recommended.
N.B.
1. “Bring a snack” indicates that there will be a break of only
5 to 7 minutes for refreshments so that hikers do not get
cold; “Bring a lunch” indicates a longer stop for refreshments.
2. It is recommended that hikers bring icers to all hikes this
season.
3. Anyone choosing to leave a hike before the end must be
accompanied by another hiker.
-------------------------------------------------

Sunday January 13
<EASY> 5 km
Oak Hills farm walk near Bewdley
The hike is 95% off road on private property, with a few
small hills. If there is snow, the trails will be suitable for
snow-shoeing; none are steep or difficult.
Bring a snack and a drink. There will be the option of
going to Rhinos for lunch following the hike.
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Or 10:00 a.m. Meet at the Oyston property, 4945 Oak
Hills Rd., Hamilton Township.
Contact: John Oyston 416-998-1292
Saturday January 19 <EASY> 8.5 km
Cornish Hollow Loop hike.
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Or 9:40 a.m. Meet at Cornish Hollow Rd. and Dale Rd.
Bring a snack and a drink
Contact: Christine Maloney Wood 905-375-4680

Tuesday January 1
<EASY> 5 km each way
Get out on the first day of the year.
Come for a walk along Cobourg’s lakeshore, finishing at
the Cobourg Legion for beverages.
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Sunday February 10
<MODERATE PLUS> 11.5 km
Northumberland Forest [Flying Squirrel, Fisher & Luna
Trails].
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Or 10:00 a.m. from the parking lot off Beagle Club Rd.,
approximately 10 km north of Cobourg.
Bring a lunch and a drink.
Contact: Elke Williams 905-269-5245

PINE RIDGE WINTER HIKES 2019 (cont’d)
Sunday January 20
<MODERATE> 11 km
Alderville/Roseneath area
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Or 9:45 a.m. from Hwy 45/401 commuter parking lot,
Cobourg
Bring a lunch and a drink
Contact: Jim Wood 250-858-7989

Saturday February 16
< EASY> 10 km
Wicklow Beach – Lakeport
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Road, Port Hope
Or 10 a.m. from the Wicklow Beach boat launch parking
lot. Bring a snack and a drink
Contact: Jan Ethier 905 885-9310 or cell 905 375-8188

Saturday January 26 <EASY>
5.5 Km
Hike downtown Port Hope and Lakeshore
9:30 a.m. Leaving from the south side of Port Hope
Town Hall. Bring a drink.
Contact: John Kurowski 905-885-8776
Sunday January 27
<MODERATE> 12 km
McBurney’s Hill. Road circuit north of Port Hope
9:30 a.m.Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Bring a snack and a drink
Contact; David Beevis 905-885-7151

Sunday February 17
<MODERATE> 14 km
Rural roads southeast of Cold Springs.
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Or 9:50 a.m. from Cold Springs Memorial Hall parking lot.
Bring a snack and a drink
Contact: Paul Archambault 905-885-7139

Saturday February 2 <MODERATE> 12 km
Creighton’s Hill, Haldimand Township.
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Or 9:50 a.m. from Shelter Valley Rd. @ Hwy 2
Bring a snack and a drink
Contact: Paul Archambault 905-885-7139

Saturday February 23
<MODERATE> 12 km
Camborne Road Circuit.
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope. Bring a snack and a drink
Contact: David Beevis 905-885-7151

Sunday February 3
<EASY> 5 km
Northumberland Forest: Universal Trail (Carstairs
Trailhead)
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd. Port Hope
Or 9:45 a.m. from Hwy 45/401 commuter parking lot,
Cobourg.
Icers may be needed depending on conditions. Bring a
snack and a drink.
Contact: Stan Muldoon 905-885-9310 or cell 289-6913275
Saturday February 9 <EASY PLUS> 6 km
The laneways of Port Hope. Some short hills.
9:30 a.m. Leaving from parking lot at King’s Field,
Victoria St. S [50m south of former Winchester Arms].
Bring a snack and a drink
Contact: Tim Hay 905-885-2203

Sunday February 24
<MODERATE> 8 km
Northumberland Forest: Elderberry and Dragonfly Trails
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd. Port Hope
Or 9:45 a.m. from Hwy 45/401 commuter parking lot,
Cobourg.
Bring snowshoes and icers depending on conditions.
Poles are recommended. Bring a snack and a drink.
Contact: Stan Muldoon 905-885-9310 or 289-691-3275(C)
Saturday March 2
<MODERATE> 16 km
Back Roads of Cramahe Twp .Visit Red Cloud Cemetery
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Or 9:45 a.m. from Hwy 45/401 commuter parking lot.
Bring a lunch and drink
Contact; Elke Williams 905-269-5245
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Or 10:00 a.m. from the Hwy 45/401 commuter parking
lot, Cobourg. Bring a drink.
Contact: Stan Muldoon 905-885-9310 or 289-691-3275(C)

PINE RIDGE WINTER HIKES 2019 (cont’d)
Sunday March 3
<MODERATE> 8 km
Nancy Millar Farm, north of Courtice, near Solina
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Soup and Buns at Jim and Pam’s following the hike
Bring a snack and drink
Contact: Jim Osborne 905-436-2499

Sunday March 24
<EASY PLUS> 6 km
Port Hope [north end] trails, including TCS area and
part of the “Pat and Jack” Trail.
9:30 a.m. Leaving from the southeast side of Corbett’s
Dam [at northern dead-end of Hope St. North, near the
old Molson Barn]
Bring snack and a drink
Contact: Tim Hay 905-885-2203

Saturday March 9 < EASY> 6 km
Port Hope lakeshore area
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Port Hope Town Hall (south
side)
Bring a drink
Contact: Jan Ethier 905 885-9310 or cell 905 375-8188

Saturday March 30
<MODERATE> 12 km
Darlington Provincial Park.
Drop out after 8 km is available.
9:30a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Bring a snack and a drink.
Contact: Michelle 905-244-3367.

Sunday March 10 <EASY> 12 km
Lakeshore Rd /Port Britain area, western Port Hope.
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Bring a snack and a drink
Contact: David Beevis 905-885-7151

Sunday March 31
<EASY> 5 km
Geranium Lanes, west Port Hope
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd.,Port Hope
Bring a snack and a drink
Contact: Darryl Russell 905-885-1747

Saturday March 16
<MODERATE> 6 km
Jamieson Rd /South Slope area. Hilly rural rectangle
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Bring a snack and drink
Contact: Jay Sherwin 905-372-3895 or 905-396-3895
[cell]

Sunday March 31, 4 p.m. – 8 p.m.
An evening of hike talks and Pot Luck at the Ruth Clarke
Centre, 81 Mill St. S., Port Hope
The pot luck supper begins at 5 p.m.
Contact: Bill Zeran 289-252-2399

Sunday March 17
<MODERATE> 11 km
Baltimore Community Centre Rd.
Country roads east of Baltimore
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto rd., Port Hope
Or 9:45 a.m. from Hwy 45/401 commuter parking lot,
Cobourg. Bring a snack and a drink
Contact: John Kurowski 905-885-8776

Wednesday April 3
<MODERATE>
Mystery Hike. Details to be provided closer to this
date.
Contact: Jim Osborne 905-436-2499
Saturday April 6
<MODERATE> 10 km
Northumberland Forest Green B Trail.
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Or 10:00 a.m.from the Northumberland County Forest
parking lot, off Beagle Club Rd. [west of Hwy 45, approx.
10 km north of Cobourg]
Bring a lunch and a drink
Contact: Elke Williams 905-269-5245

Saturday March 23
<MODERATE> 11 km
Joint Hike with Kawartha Club
NB: Delayed start time.
Annual Spring Sugar bush Hike (Sandy Flat Sugar bush)
This hike is from Campbell Rd., Dartford to the sugar
bush and return. A pancake brunch is provided for a
nominal fee.
9:45 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd. Port Hope
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Saturday April 20 < MODERATE> 9.5 km
Northumberland Forest Black Oak Loop
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Road, Port Hope
Or 10 a.m. from Woodland Road parking lot, approx. 15
km north of Cobourg on Hwy. 45 [east side]
Bring a lunch and a drink
Contact: Jan Ethier 905 885-9310 or cell 905 375-8188

PINE RIDGE WINTER HIKES 2019 (cont’d)
Sunday April 7 <EASY PLUS> 5.5 km
Oliver’s Lane area, north of Hwy 401, Cobourg.
Mixed residential and rural, with one hill
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Or 9:45 a.m. from the Hwy 45/401 commuter parking lot,
Cobourg
Bring a snack and a drink
Contact: Elke Williams 905-269-5245

Sunday April 21
<EASY> 5.5 km
Port Britain [“Red Barn” hike]
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Bring a snack and a drink
Contact: Bob Short 905-885-1420

Wednesday April 10
<EASY> 11.5 km
Grafton-NawautinShores.
9:30 a.m. Leaving from the Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Or 10:00 a.m. from the Haldimand Arena parking lot in
Grafton
Bring a lunch and a drink.
Contact: John Kurowski 905-885-8776

Wednesday April 24
<EASY> 2 hours
Earth Week Litter Pick-up
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope.
Join club members in cleaning up the Ganaraska Trail
from downtown Port Hope, along the Pat/Jack Trail to
the Sylvan Glen Conservation Area. Bring work gloves
and a drink. Snacks and refreshments afterwards at Stan
and Jan’s, 111 Bedford St., Port Hope.
Contact: Stan Muldoon 905-885-9310 or cell 289-6913275

Saturday April 13<MODERATE> 16 km
St. Annes West
9:30 am Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Road, Port Hope
Or 9:45 am from Hwy 45/401 commuter parking lot,
Cobourg
Bring a lunch and a drink
Contact: Jim Edwards 905-885-7839

Saturday April 27<MODERATE> 11 km
Orono Crown Forest Lands. Joint hike with Kawartha
Club
EARLY START 9:15 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware
parking lot, Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Or 10:00 a.m. from parking lot on west side of Ochonski
Rd., at west end of Station Rd., Orono
Visiting Orono bakery following the hike, before
returning to cars. Bring a lunch and a drink.
Contact: Michelle 905-244-3367

Sunday April 14
<MODERATE> 5.5 km
Marsh Rd. Estate, Port Hope.
Varied terrain.
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Bring a snack and a drink
Contact: Tim Hay 905-885-2203
Wednesday April 17
<MODERATE> 12 km
Perrytown Circuit.
Paved and unpaved roads north of Perrytown.
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Bring a lunch and a drink
Contact: David Beevis 905-885-7151

Sunday April 28
<EASY> 6 km
Rural roads in Kellogg Rd. area, west of Port Hope
9:30 a.m. Leaving from Home Hardware parking lot,
Toronto Rd., Port Hope
Bring a snack and a drink.
Contact: Bob Short 905-885-1420
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Wednesday, JANUARY 16
<Easy> 1.5 - 2 hrs Loop
Snowshoe/Hike
Veterans Way E. or W
Contact: Brigitte Spencer 705 429 8998

WASAGA BEACH WINTER HIKES 2019
MEET FOR OUTINGS @ NORDIC CENTRE WEDNESDAY
on Blueberry Trail AT 9:15AM
If meeting a leader other than at Nordic Centre – let
leader know day before in case of change of schedule.

Saturday, JANUARY 19 <Easy> 1hr
Winter Picnic Beach Hike/Snowshoe
Bertram and Ida’s 54-28th St
Bring food to BBQ – desserts always welcome
Contact: Irene 705 352 1060

Note 1. Leaders will have to find their substitute for
hike if they cannot do the date agreed upon. Leaders
please have back-up leaders for your hikes.
Note 2. On End to End Hikes – we will drive to end of
hike first then car pool to beginning of hike. Plan extra
time for driving.

Wednesday, JANUARY 23 <Easy> 1.5 - 2hrs Loop
Snowshoe /Hike
Veterans Way E or W
Contact: TBA

Note 3. Alternate hikes are available on some dates.
BRING WATER - SNACK - INSECT REPELLENT - SUN
SCREEN WEAR HIKING BOOTS.

Wednesday, JANUARY 30 <Easy> 1.5 – 2 hrs loop
Snowshoe /Hike
Veterans Way E or W
Contact: Brigitte Hoffman 705 429 4061

Note 4. CYCLISTS. HELMETS, BELLS, REFLECTORS are
mandatory. All cyclists call leader night before if Not
meeting at Nordic Centre.

Wednesday, FEBRUARY 6 <Easy> 1.5 - 2 hrs loop
Snowshoe/Hike
Veterans Way E or W
Contact: Karl Ogger 705 429 0838

Note 5. You will be required to SIGN in for all hikes. This
is also a LIABILITY WAIVER should an accident occur.
Please read it.
Hike Levels of Difficulty: (1) = Easy, (2) = Moderate/
some hills, uneven (3) = Moderate plus/ hilly, uneven,
faster pace.

Wednesday, FEBRUARY 13 <Easy> 1.5 - 2hrs Loop
Snowshoe
Nordic Centre Trails
Contact: Harry Regu 705 361 2989.

***THE HIKE LEADER HAS THE RIGHT TO REFUSE TO
TAKE ANYONE ON A HIKE THAT IS NOT PROPERLY
PREPARED OR IN THEIR OPINION, THEIR FITNESS
LEVEL IS NOT DEEMED ADEQUATE FOR THAT
PARTICULAR HIKE***

Saturday, FEBRUARY 16
11am- 2pm
Snowshoe Demo @ Snowman Mania
Oakview Woods
Contact: Bill 705 429 9365
Wednesday, FEBRUARY 20
1.5 - 2 hrs loop.
Snowshoe, Works Dept
Contact: Brigitte Hoffman 705 429 4061

Keep track of our club’s activities and view photo books
at:
https://picasaweb.google.com/114520742120318114
223?noredirect=1 and send your club pictures to Rob
Smith at robs@start.ca
--------------------------------------------Wednesday, JANUARY 2
<Easy> 1.5-2 hrs Loop
Schoonertown hike or snowshoe
Contact: Bill 705 429 9365

Wednesday, FEBRUARY 27
Snowshoe/ Hike
Veterans Way E or W
Contact: TBA

<Easy> 1.5 - 2hrs loop

Wednesday, MARCH 6 <Easy> 1.5 - 2 hrs loop
Snowshoe /Hike
Veterans Way E or W
Contact: Brigitte Spencer 705 429 8998

Wednesday, JANUARY 9
<Easy> 1.5 - 2 hrs Loop
Local hike or snowshoe - Oakview Woods
Contact: Guenter 705 422 0288
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WASAGA BEACH WINTER HIKES 2019 (cont’d)
Wednesday, MARCH 13 <Easy
Snowshoe/Hike
Carly Patterson Trail
Contact: Irene 705 352 1060

WILDERNESS WINTER HIKES 2019

1.5 - 2hrs loop

Anticipates organizing activities that have not yet been
scheduled. For information of what is taking place during
the summer/fall we invite you to check the Wilderness
Club Facebook site at Facebook.com/GHTAwilderness.
-----------------------------------Saturday JANUARY 12 <DIFFICULT> 17.5 km, 6-7 hrs
Moore Falls to Scrabble Mountain return
9:00am: Meet at Moore Falls parking lot (Hwy
35/Country Rd)
This is a hike/snowshoe. Route is strenuous and rugged.
We will turn around early if destination not possible
within available time. Snowshoes and, or icers might be
needed depending upon conditions, Bring lunch, snack
and water.
Contact: Robert Campbell at
robertthehiker@hotmail.com 705-345-7155

Wednesday, MARCH 20 <Easy> 1.5 - 2hrs
Snowshoe/Hike
Nordic Centre Trail
Chili/Soup Day – Wasaga Stars Arena
Contact: TBA
Wednesday, MARCH 27 <Easy> 1.5 - 2hrs Loop
Hike – Works Dept
Contact: Brigitte Hoffman 705 429 4061
Wednesday, APRIL 3
<Easy> 1.5 - 2hrs Loop.
Hike – Beach/Stonebridge Trails
Contact: Irene 705 352 1060
Wednesday, APRIL 10 <Moderate>
Hike – Nordic Centre
Contact: John Bolin 705 429 -9365

2hrs loop.

Wednesday, APRIL 17 <Easy>
Hike –Tiny Marsh
Contact: Shirl/Irene 705 429 7747

1.5 - 2hrs Loop

Saturday FEBRUARY 9 <DIFFICULT> 15 km
Devil’s Lake to Highest Point in QE2WPP hike
8:30am: Meet at Devil’s Lake parking lot
Hiking boots recommended. Bring water, lunch. This is a
rugged wilderness hike with all types of terrain. Space is
limited.
Contact: Pre-register with Glynn Richardson:
glynnr@hotmail.com

Wednesday, APRIL 24 <Moderate> 2hrs Loop
Hike – Kolapore Forest
Contact: Brigitte Spencer/Irene 705 352 1060

Saturday MARCH 23 <MODERATE> 8.75 km
Devil’s Lake to Moore’s Falls (ATV / Hydro Line
exploration hike)
8:30am: Meet at Moore Falls parking lot.
Hiking boots recommended. Bring water, lunch. This is a
rugged wilderness hike with all types of terrain. Space is
limited.
Contact: Pre-register with Glynn Richardson:
glynnr@hotmail.com
Saturday APRIL 20 <DIFFICULT> 19 km, Approx. 7-8 hrs
Moore Falls to Devil’s Lake
8:30am: Meet at Devil’s Lake parking lot.
Bring lunch and snacks. 2 Litres of water is a minimum.
This is a rugged wilderness hike with all types of terrain.
Contact: Robert Campbell. Please pre-register at
robertthehiker@hotmail.com, 705-345-7155
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GHTA Merchandise Order Form

GHTA Membership Renewal Form

Proudly display your support of the Ganaraska Hiking Trail by
purchasing merchandise listed below. Just fill out this order form and
mail it with your payment to:

The membership year runs from January 1, 2019 to
December 31, 2019. To renew your membership, simply
photocopy this form or clip it from your newsletter. Print
your complete address clearly, sign the form and mail it to
the address below, along with a cheque in the amount of
$25.00 (includes family) payable to:

Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association Inc.
P.O. Box 693, Orillia, ON L3V 6K7
Item
cost

Shipping
cost

$16.00

+ $15.00

Guidebook with binder (members)

$19.00

+ $15.00

Guidebook with binder (non-members)

$25.00

+ $15.00

Name: __________________________________________

Trail Crest

$4.00

+

$1.50

Street Address: ___________________________________

End-to-End Section Badge

$3.00

+

$1.50

Town/City: _______________________________________

Special Wilderness Section Badge

$7.00

+

$1.50

Postal Code_____________ Phone #: (_____) __________

Your Name Badge

$5.00

+

$3.00

GHTA Merchandise
Guidebook-inserts only (members)

Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association Inc.
P.O Box 693,
Orillia, ON L3V 6K7

E-mail address: __________________________________

Notes:
1. Make cheque payable to: Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association
Inc. Make sure to include shipping costs.
2. Section badges are for members who have hiked a complete
section of the trail as described.
3. Name badges will include your first name plus your club
affiliation.

Club: ___________________________________________
Check this box if this is a change of address or club.
Check this box to receive The Ganaraska News
electronically instead of in print format.

Qty

Item

Price (item + shipping)

I, the undersigned, agree that by participating in events, or
making use of the trail in any way, I do so at my own risk.
Signature ______________________________________
NAME_____________________________________________
ADDRESS___________________________________________
CITY______________________________________PROV_______
POSTAL CODE__________________
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